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Foreword
Discussing World Anthropologies in
Kunming, China

Gustavo Lins Ribeiro

This book results from a symposium of the World Council of Anthropological
Associations (WCAA) convened by Thomas Reuter and myself, with the support of the
Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research (New York). It was held at the
16th International Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences in Kunming,
China, in July 2009. Following several previous WCAA'’s sessions that took place during
other national and international congresses, the symposium “Opportunities and Challenges
for International Cooperation and Participation in Anthropology: Toward an Agenda for
World Anthropology” was a perfect occasion for colleagues from different countries to
discuss cooperative efforts to facilitate international communication and collaboration
among anthropologists. Participants came from Australia, Brazil, Cameroon, France, Hong
Kong, Iran, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the
United States. They were all leaders in WCAA member associations, including the
congress host, the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences. Some
of the papers addressed the features of national anthropologies, while others focused on the
global anthropological scenario, its problems and promises. The main debates clearly
reflected the symposium’s title. The chapters published in this volume are an excellent
example of the quality of the papers delivered in Kunming.

WCAA is a network of national and international organizations that aims at promoting
worldwide communication and cooperation in anthropology. It was founded in Recife
(Brazil) in 2004, at a Wenner-Gren funded conference organized by Paul E. Little (at the
time my colleague at the University of Brasilia) and myself during my tenure as president
of the Brazilian Association of Anthropology (ABA). I had the honor to be elected as the
Council’s first chair by the fourteen association representatives who attended the Recife

conference. The founding agreement we wrote then has been amended at two other major



I Global Anthropologies

WCAA business meetings held in Osaka (Japan) in 2008, and in Maynooth (Ireland) in
2010. WCAA'’s primary objectives are to promote the discipline on a global scale, to
encourage cooperation and information sharing among anthropologists worldwide, to help
organize joint events for scientific debate and cooperation in research activities, and to
disseminate anthropological knowledge globally, both in academic circles and among the
public at large (see its constitution on www.wcaanet.org). With nearly forty members in
2011, WCAA has become an important international political network acting on behalf of
the anthropological community. It is an open and democratic forum for anthropologists to
share their experiences and discuss ways in which the discipline can more vigorously
contribute to global issues.

This book is one more step towards accomplishing the mission the World Council of
Anthropological Associations has set up. I am particularly pleased that this publication
will bring the possibility of debate about world anthropologies to the growing Chinese
anthropological community. Hopefully, it will one day be published in one or more of the
languages spoken in China. I would like to thank our Chinese colleagues not only for their
hospitality in Kunming, but also for this opportunity to disseminate our ideas in their
country. Finally, I thank the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research for
sponsoring the symposium in Kunming, and all the authors who took their time to rework

their papers into the texts that follow this foreword.
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