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In this unit you will:

1. learn about how the universe works and man’s explora-

tion of outer space;

. familiarize yourself with words and expressions related to
the theme of this unit;

. learn to use these words and expressions;

.learn the ABCs of news reporting and listen for key de-
tails in news reports;

. practice listening with other non-theme-related audio and
video materials;

. learn how to accept or refuse an offer using the proper
expressions and sentence structures.

‘l'eachlug Objectives:

1. To enrich Ss’ knowledge of the universe and learn about human endeavors in
exploring outer space;

2. To give Ss a chance to exchange views on issues related to space exploration
and space colonization;

3. To help Ss learn the basics of news reporting and apply them in news
listening;

4. To have Ss work in pairs to simulate s1tuatlons of acceptmg and refusmg
offers using proper expressions and sentence structures.

Teaching Steps:

1. Familiarize Ss with the words in the Word Bank.

2. Introduce some background mformatlon about space pro;ects ‘ robes, and
events in the unit. . L

3. Watch the video chps of reports and talks on outer space and human
endeavors to explore the unknown territory.

4. Ask Ss to form pairs or groups and explain to them how to carry out the
discussion.

5. Go round the classroom to supervise the Ss’ discussions.

6. Have some paxrs/groups present their views in class. S

7. Have Ss make comment on the topic of the second vxdeo cl
questions afterwards.

8. Access Ss’ performance by having a spelling check on the new words th&y-’
have learned.
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Partl
Theme-Related Activities

Section | Science Report

Lead-in questions:
1. Do you want to have an experience of viewing the earth from outer space? Why or why
not?
2. Do you agree or disagree with the statement that space exploration is propelling the
advancement of modern technology?

Word Bank
surge /s3:dz/ n. Wi, i%ﬁ astrology /e'stroledzi/ n. HEAR, HE%  constellation /kpnste'lerfn/ n. B, E
planetary /'pleenttri/ adj. {72 -~ immemorial /1ma'ma:rial/ adj. K, b
alignment /e'laznment/ n. F%(REL), W, AEH zodiac /'zeudisek/ n. &it#, +-EE;
LR, R ; baffling /'beeflin/ adj. £ AEBK (PER) BHE, +°4H
dire /dara(r)/ adj. Fria, 1&@3‘1 - usher /'Afa(r)/ v1. B1%, % . canopy /keenepi/ n. £#%5, X%
Biblical /'biblikl/ adj. & « o usherin 5, Fa continuity /kontr'nju:eti/ n. #ELEH
cosmic /'kozmik/ adj. S8 divine /d1i'vain/ adj. M1, WEH reign /rein/ v. 5, XA
ultimate /'Alttmet/ ad). ##%#, A<k, grid /grid/ n. #%F; M recurring /rrk3:rin/ adj. /&), BRE
HBRAY, %F*EKJ intact /in'teekV/ adj. sEiFTHREY, Eiﬂ?z;b \inthe way of 7 -+~ 4
astronomy /o'stronemi/ n. 9&3(% . B, REMRIEY ascribe /o'skraib/ v. HHF, H&TF
Notes
1. Florida

A southern state along the Gulf of Mexico, also called the sunshine state. Florida is the fourth most
populous state in the US.
2. Georgia
A state located in the southeastern United States. Georgia was established in 1732, the last of the
original Thirteen Colonies. It is named after King George I, of Great Britain. Georgia was the fourth
state to ratify the United States Constitution, on January 2, 1788. It declared its secession from the
Union on January 21, 1861, and was one of the original seven Confederate states. It was the last state to
be restored to the Union, on July 15, 1870.
With an estimated 9,829,211 residents as of July 1, 2009, Georgia is the ninth most populous state.
From 2007 to 2008, 14 of Georgia’s counties ranked among the nation’s 100 fastest-growing counties,
second only to Texas. Atlanta is the capital and the most populous city.
3. Antarctic ice sheet
One of the two polar ice packs of the Earth. It covers about 98% of the Antarctic continent and is
the largest single mass of ice on Earth. It covers an area of almost 14 million square km and contains 30
million cubic km of ice. That is, approximately 61% of all fresh water on the Earth is held in the Antarc-

tic ice sheet, an amount equivalent to 70 meters of water in the world’s oceans.



