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PREFACE

to

THE THIRD EDITION

HE First Edition of this Third Series was
published in the year 1895; and the Second
(exhausted twelve years ago), in 1898.
Although constantly asked to issue a new edi-
tion, until the last year I have never found the

necessary leisure for revision,

In the preparation of the present edition I have
confined my efforts solely to its practical utility,
having entirely rewritten and thoroughly revised
the whole work, besides introducing many new
features.

Moreover, the assistance of an English friend
has tended, 1 trust, to render the ¢ conversations”
as thoroughly reliable, practical and useful
as possible.

In its present form it is, therefore, practically
an entirely new work : and were it not that the
title ¢« Commercial Conversations” is so well-
known and so popular, I should have been inclined
to have published this edition under a new name.

And now, thanking the public for the appre-
ciation extended to former editions, I submit to
their approval the present drastically revised
edition, trusling that its reception may prove as
flattering as that accorded its predecessors.

Gentaro Tomita.
January, 1913. '
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Although there is seemingly a plethora of Japanese-
English conversation books on the market, it is remark-
able how few the student can find that are really reliable.
In this sense, Mr. GENTARO TOMITA’S recently published
new and revised edition of ¢ Commercial Conversations in
English and Japanese” should form a welcome and
valuable addition to the literature of its kind. A master
of his own ‘mother-tongue, possessing a knowledge of
English acquired during several years' residence abroad,
Mr. ToMITA’S name has for over a decade been associated
with various publications for assisting Japanese students in
the study of the English language.

His latest volume, the subject of this review, is just
handy enough in size to slip into the pocket. The letter-
oress is clear, and typographic errors are remarkably few
A wide range of commercial subjects is treated of, from
auctions, inquiring one’s way, buying silk, curios, books,
watches, and stock exchange transactions, down to the
minutize of oftice chit-chat, not even excluding a humorous
flirtation between an office boy and the lady stenographer,
during the manager’s absence. A feature worth noting
which should enhance the value of the volume is that
Mr. 1omITA has, unlike so many Japanese authors of
similar works, had the English text carefully revised by
an Englishman.

As the Japanese text is in the every-day colloquial
style, and as closely as possible the equivalent of (not a
mere word-for-word translation of) the English; and as
Mr. Tomrra has used a fairly limited number of Chinese
ideographs, the work should prove equally acceptible to
fore.gn students ot the Japanese language. — Japan
Chironicle.
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* The study of the leading languaze of Furope is now an essential

part of every complete education.”’

VW. E. GrLapstoNE
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