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* BRIk ER RIERE S 1941967,

China is expected to have 221 cities with a population of one million or more
inhabitants by 2025. The speed and magnitude of this urbanisation generates a
major stress on the “carrying capacity” of Chinese cities and their social texture.
However, cast in a positive light, this mega-trend offers us a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to improve the lives of the future “Urban Billion” of city dwellers in
China.

Europe and China have therefore made the choice to become strategic partners
towards Sustainable Urbanisation. Premier LI Keqiang and European
Commission President Barroso confirmed this political consensus when signing
the Joint Declaration on Urbanisation in May 2012. * The new Partnership is
putting us on a higher level of cooperation towards low-carbon development and
eco-cities.

As an open political platform, the Partnership will address the urban challenges
in a holistic fashion. All levels of governance: EU institutions, Member States,
provinces and cities will be mobilised. In parallel with governments, other
stakeholders: the business sector, researchers and academics, civil society are all
invited to contribute.

In that spirit, I am pleased with the release in Chinese of Massimo Roj’s latest
book, aptly entitled “Less Ego More Eco”. From resource efficiency to smart
transport, via rekindled financial incentives or new patterns of consumption, no
subject is off-limit: the author invites us to join a journey towards authentic
urban sustainability.

This book will no doubt be a source of interest and inspiration for all the
European and Chinese local decision-makers, architects, urban planners and
industrial solutions providers who will share their experiences every year at the
EU-China Mayors Forum.

Infused with humanistic values and a relentless drive for protecting our common
planet Earth, this new compendium definitely brings a valuable contribution to

our joint ambition to create a “Better City, Better Life”!

Markus Ederer

Ambassador

Head of Delegation

Delegation of The European Union to China

* The text of “Joint Declaration on the EU - China Partnership on Urbanisation” is on page
194 and 196.
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I was informed recently that the English-Chinese bilingual version of the book, Less
Ego, More Eco, written by Mr. Massimo Roj, founder of Progetto CMR, is about to be
published. Mr. Roj has been engaging in urban design for many years. This book is
written based on his interviewing many international scholars, government officials, and
business leaders on the concept of sustainability.

The author elaborates on five concepts concerning sustainability, namely aesthetics,
planning, public participation, application of technology, and corporate social
responsibility. Through which he conveys the idea that sustainability is related to
various complex issues such as socio-economic development, energy, environmental
protection, architecture, etc. The author believes that the objectives of sustainable
development and green development are achievable if each individual is aware of the
concept of sustainability, and sacrifices his or her own interests for the common interests
of humanity on the planet. The book provides an important reference for Chinese
urban administrators, policy makers, entrepreneurs, experts, and scholars in the context
of China's rapid urbanization.

China has witnessed rapid urbanization in the past nearly 30 years. The average annual
growth of its urbanization level in the past nearly 10 years is 1.4%, with approximately
20 million migrant workers migrating from rural to urban areas. The tough reality that
China is confronted with is how its nearly 20000 towns and 710 million urban
population can achieve sustainable development. The overarching issue is that China's
rapid urbanization has led to short-term behavior and vested interest structures among
various interest groups and individuals. This issue results in social exclusion of migrant
workers in urban areas, and inefficient way of urban development which leads to serious
waste of resources. The reason of China's rapid urbanization lies in the low cost of labor,
land, and environmental protection. Such rapid urbanization is unsustainable and
costly. Therefore, new concepts and institutional reforms should be adopted to change
the vested interest structures, through which sustainability can be achieved.

This book provides us with explicit definitions of the following two concepts,
sustainability and green development. In this book, aesthetics emphasizes
people-oriented development; urban planning and design focuses on the high
concentration of factors and sustainable urban mobility; inputs refer to public
participation in implementing the concept of sustainability; the technology refers to the
utilization of constraint methods to guide each urban stakeholder to voluntarily utilize
renewable resources and materials; and the socio-economic development focuses on
corporate social responsibility.

Finally, I believe that only by changing concepts, can policy on sustainability be issued;
and only by being aware of what is right and what is wrong about sustainability at the
very beginning, can we start our journey to sustainability.

Sincerely,

Li Tie
Director General China Center for Urban
Development
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MY chaY ol HF4E & IR / Sustainability in the details

IBSRSEM, HEYRIMAKLTRSEENRE, R
ZAREBEMNENHEMLE . B50S XHARRIRE
MARMES, SHREMHFERTS, hEaut, F&
EMERNMOAEE, MBONBEEZ T HEBSE., 551
LRAVELL T REE AR B EER, A %HBECIEE
BE—NAE - MESIEFERZORIE, SEXER
MARFIAR, FL FBEBETEAHENREAEELER
PR XEBRNMEEEZR, BREARFEEERRERPE
MHE R TR AE, XREHESRITSUbR £ KB
M. BR, WETREME, BRITRSALFE—RIE
X, BEEBEHS “QEKREDN” UXR, X2—1MHE
(BEEFERAER, FEFF - ZEH (Gillo Dorfles ) H#E
SRR Tkt S T At i 2RI

f/R% . RBAE (Aldo Colonetti)

Words are things, so when we talk about sustainability,

we should define what we mean by the term, from all

~ standpoints. Words’ meanings vary in relation to the

mood of the times, so to the particular Weltanschauung
that holds sway over our lives and with which we have to
come to terms on a daily basis. In particular, if we apply
this thinking to the topics covered by this book, we find
ourselves considering a word — a very fashionable one, as it
happens — that conveys precise knowledge and awareness
that actually go beyond its original, more traditional
meaning: here we are considering how sustainability is
perceived within the major issue of environmentalism,
which is related in its turn to that of design culture.

But when we discuss sustainability, we probably have to
consider a constellation of meanings, which it is then up to us
to develop in relation to “oscillations in taste”, the title of an
old, but nonetheless pertinent, essay devoted by Gillo Dorfles

to the major issues of designing and their changeability.
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*. TREFBRURSREENR R EMFE.

" homo faber, R T, BX "WRERMNIHKERGE" , &
A “EhAE, £ATE OEE.

Devoted both to the work of Progetto CMR and

to the cultural context of the discipline of creating
architecture, the book Less ego more eco. Towards shared
sustainability illustrates a series of projects that are quite
different from one another, yet all complementary
when it comes to discussing how sustainability can

keep pace with contemporary demand. It discusses
politics, town planning, art criticism, architecture, major
institutions and in general all those experiences and
fields of knowledge that help define the semantics of the
term sustainability; above all, that means the ecological
dimension, which is inseparable from that of ethics and
aesthetics, not to mention the quality of life, the only
true everyday dimension against which we measure the
concrete meaning of the word ‘sustainability’.

To go back to Gillo Dorfles again and, in particular, to
his famous essay Natura e Artificio (Nature and Artifice),
we find that man is destined to redouble naturally: man
is essentially the homo faber, so knowing and designing

means multiplying thoughts, words and ‘things’. This, I

believe, is where we find the primary meaning of the word

sustainability, so intrinsically linked to man’s destiny that,
as soon as he takes the very first steps in his existence, he
has to arm himself, so as to be able to cohabit with his

peers and with nature. If we follow this reasoning, being

" sustainable means that the problematic nature of everyday

existence is an integral part of a sustainability that comes

before all other technologies, present and future, tools and

10
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MRARNTHEMBR—TXEE X, FRHET AR
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above all solutions. If we take the liberty of exaggerating
somewhat with these meanings and venturing some
unprecedented etymological and cultural analyses,
‘sustainability’ could be traced back to a sort of primary
condition of mankind, located somewhere between nature
and culture.

In his Phenomenology of Spirit, Hegel derives culture’s
origins from the advent of the first social conflicts: when
an individual, who is always a free individual, relates

to another individual, in his turn possessed of his own
freedoms, he operates in a given context, more symbolic

than historical, where conflict comes about and thus the

_knowledge of recognising himself in the other and not

being able to do without it.

This is about conflict, dialectic and the development of
diversity: history, culture and, hence, rules, values, laws,
ethics and aesthetics. .. in short, the entire package of
knowledge that constitutes the system in and by means

of which it is possible to live without opposing the world
and nature.

I believe that this particular window on the world, which we
open to allow freedom and necessity to dialogue, constitutes
this book’s fundamental meaning;: it focuses on architecture,
of all the disciplines of design, together with all the places
where we humans live and work, so that our cities and their
territories become the real intersection between different
cultures and competences. It is our destiny, intrinsic to the

development of the knowledge of civilisation, to redouble.
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To be sure, the not only physical, but also ontological, limit
resides in the fact that it is impossible for the Earth itself

to redouble. For all these reasons, the concept of limitation
must be part of every project whose basic reasoning is
founded on sustainability. This cannot be restricted to
merely superficial badinage in a marketing plan, as though
the word on its own already had some sort of magical
properties for consumers and for ordinary human beings.

If sustainability were no more than a marketing claim

or a Utopian vision of lands beyond the reach of human
times, then any statement could be made in the name of
progress. For me and, above all, for the authors of this
book, sustainability is a true issue, for which the times are
ripe in terms both of research and of the market. Materials,
processes and also a legal framework are all available: if we
use these consciously and concretely, it is already possible

to improve our everyday lives, without wasting time on
spurious flights of fancy.

In this sense, architecture and design play a crucial role,
because every day we experience the need to improve the
quality of life. In particular, architecture has to put the
focus back on the inhabitant, the individual, so as to ensure
that no proposals for innovation are interpreted as solutions
to a specific problem, rather than as contributions to

augmenting the complexity of the management of a space,

* aworkplace or a city. We need to focus on the details,

on the small print, because they are elements capable

of furnishing a tangible perception of improvements.

12
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HAIE KR 0B 4E ( Viadimir Jankélévitch )
THELRAEFRAMENE ¥R —, RaRlgFERER
FSZHILe Je—ne—sais quoi et le presque—rien, FEEfBEYE
EEE, XE-TNTERERLBRENFIELE,
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In one of his fundamental writings, only recently
translated into Italian, Le Je-ne-sais quoi et le presque-rien,
an extraordinary investigation of the everyday flow of
living experience, while discussing all those spaces and
times that are marginal to the major decisions we make
in our lives and above all the long time spans of history,
Vladimir Jankélévitch, one of the twentieth century’s
most original philosophers, wrote that “the I-don’t-know-
what’ is the missing link that fills a gap that is still empty,
but perfectly circumscribable, one that we shall one day
bridge by gradually narrowing it down. In fact, these are

just simple circumstantial explanations, which can be take

- separately: for example, we may know how high an object

is without knowing how heavy it is”.

For all these reasons, it is of the utmost importance to take
small steps in the direction of the kind of everyday reform
that we all need, without ruling out a strategic role for
sweeping, long-term visions. This book’s true significance
is also here, in its ability to be both within things and to

identify future scenarios.



