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Back in the 1920s and 1930s, the city of Shanghai was the largest
port city and economic and cultural center of China, and one of the g

-

largest and most prosperous cities of the Far East. Thanks to her 1deal ’
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geographic location and unique humanistic environment, Shanghai
historically attracted a great number of cultural celebrities from around
the world for visits and speeches. Most of the celebrity speakers were
from Europe and the Americas, including Albert Einstein, John Dewey
and Bertrand Russell. In April and May 1924 and later in March and June
1929, Rabindranath Tagore made three visits to China and stopped by s¢ ¢
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Shanghai during each of these trips. Although his second and third visits
to Shanghai were very brief, he nevertheless started a “Tagore Fever” in |

the land of China.
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In India, Rabindranath Tagore was reverently addressed as
“Gurudev” and received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913. In China, 2

\
Tagore remains one of the most influential foreign litterateurs whose Sy
poems are widely popular here with their lasting impact. Tagore’s trips b
to China were overwhelmingly echoed as his extensive interaction and ~ 2t
exchange with the literary and cultural communities of China resulted y r34&
NG

in not only a profound friendship with a great number of Chinese
celebrities but also a fundamental impact on the works of many Chinese
writers. His whereabouts were tracked and reported by journalists,
and his words were heatedly debated. Many of Tagore’s works were
translated into Chinese during the years of his visits, which speaks
of Tagore’s unparalleled charisma. “Let life be beautiful like summer
flowers and death like autumn leaves.” This verse by Tagore epitomizes

his own life.

As Tagore honored a deep emotional bond with the Chinese people,
the Chinese people have also cherished to this day our friendship with
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On September 26, 2011, the exhibition of Rabindranath Tagore in China and Tagore’s P

o
paintings was opened at the Shanghai Municipal Archives. The picture is of Tu Guangshao RO R ¥
(1st from the right) , member of the Standing Committee and Deputy Mayor of Shanghai g ,
visiting the exhibition.
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Tagore as a great envoy in the history of Sino-Indian cultural exchange.
This year is the Year of China-India Exchange which coincides with
the 150th birth anniversary of Tagore. On this special and memorable
occasion, we have organized the Photo Exhibition — Rabindranath
Tagore’s Trips in China, first in New Delhi followed by a second
exhibition in Shanghai. Further in our curatorial efforts, we have
published the book Rabindranath Tagore in Shanghai which offers a

perspective of a famous foreign litterateur and recounts Tagore’s itinerary
in China through a collection of over 100 precious photos. The book
continues with an analysis of how Tagore’s visits to China were received
and debated against the backdrop of the Neo-cultural Movement. An
even greater part of the book is dedicated to Tagore’s footprints and
inspiring speeches in Shanghai and the rest of China, to his exchange
and friendship with the literary and cultural communities of China, and
to his passion for China and his wish to instill new vitality into China’s
Neo-cultural Movement so that this ancient country could revive and

unfold a new chapter of glory and prosperity.
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The exhibition of Tagore’s trip in China and Tagore’s paintings jointly organized by

Shanghai Municipal Archives and Consulate General of India in Shanghai was opened at
Shanghai Municipal Archives on September 26, 2011. Zhu Jihua (1st from the right), the
director of Shanghai Municipal Archives Bureau, attended the opening ceremony and made

a speech.
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Four score years have passed since Tagore’s visits to China. An
advocate of love, harmony and humanitarian spirit with huge enthusiasm
and devotion for the eastern civilizations, Tagore prompted the Chinese
literary and cultural communities to afford serious thinking to one
question, i.e., how the Chinese and western cultures could converge
at a time of gushing inflow of elements from the western civilizations
and how our fine cultural traditions could be preserved. The question 8 :
remains to be one of great significance to which thinking and research )1:*
efforts are due in our times and is also one of the reasons for the
publication of the book Rabindranath Tagore in Shanghai.

Shanghai Municipal Archives keeps the holdings of more than three ﬁ
million folders, rich in content and information. Our research staff have
edited and published a great number of their research findings, which are =3
favorably received by users from different social sectors. Rabindmnath’::a?
Tagore’s Trips in China, whether as a photo exhibition or a publication,
is one of our successful attempts to further utilize the information from <$f=3¢
our archives for the extension and promotion of the value and efficacy of @
our collection of historical data and for the expansion of the scope and
level of expertise in the service of foreign entities. It is expected that our S
staff will intensify their research efforts and enrich our cultural offerings SSP5§

so as to contribute to the development and prosperity of Shanghai.

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to extend my

most sincere gratitude to Shanghai Foreign Affairs Office, Shanghai
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, Indian Council for
Cultural Relations and Consulate General of India in Shanghai for their
support, and to all other organizations and friends who have contributed

to the exhibitions and the publication.

Director of Shanghai Municipal Archives Bureau 7ha Tih
Director of Shanghai Municipal Archives u Jihua

Oct. 2011
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I am delighted that Shanghai Municipal Archives is releasing a book
on Rabindranath Tagore in Shanghai on the occasion of Tagore’s 150th
Birth Anniversary. This year it will also be 87 years since Tagore made - (X
his first memorable visit to Shanghai. 2N

Rabindranath Tagore, the poet, essayist, novelist, dramatist, ‘
(N
\J

musician, philosopher, educationist, visionary, activist and artist, enjoyed
worldwide respect like no other writer of his times. The sheer volume

and diversity of his works in a creative life spanning more than 60 years <z
make him unique. His works have been translated extensively into<
Chinese language and left a deep impression on Chinese writers in the
early twenties. He had a life long friendship with Shanghai-based writer -
Xu Zhimo and through that a unique bond with Shanghai. Tagore Was@
one of the earliest modern Indian thinkers who spoke about a mutually
beneficial relationship between the two great civilizations of India and Y

China. &

This book is based on meticulous research by the Shanghai
Municipal Archives, and particularly Mr. Xing Jianrong who has 'y
carefully gone through journals, magazines and newspapers from
the 1920s to put together details of Tagore’s visits to Shanghai. The
photographs and some of the archival material published in this book
have also been curated as an exhibition by Shanghai Municipal Archives.
With the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
this exhibition is now traveling through some of the major cities of India.
Some rare photographs of Tagore’s visit which have never been published
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before have been included in this book.

This project could not have been accomplished without the
cooperation of many individuals and institutions. I am especially
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On July 22, 2011, the
exhibition of Rabindranath
Tagore in China was opened
in New Delhi, India. The
picture is of Mr. Zhang Yan,
Chinese Ambassador to

India, Ms. Gong Fang, the

attending the opening and

lighting ceremony.
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Shanghai Municipal Archives :I‘\.
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Students from Chinese™x
and Indian schools jointly -

presenting Tagore's dance L
-

drama.

grateful to Prof. Tan Chung, Emeritus Fellow of Institute of Chinese

Studies, New Delhi and academic associate in the University of Chicago
and Mr. Zhao Lihong, President, Shanghai Writers Association for their
contribution to this publication. I hope this well researched book will fill
the gap that exists in our knowledge of Tagore’s visit to Shanghai.

Consul General of India in Shanghai Mrs. Riva Ganguly Das

July, 2011
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Tagore wrote long poetry and anthems

at the age of 13. He went to England to learn

. literature and music, and traveled around the

world a dozen times. He created more tha
0 collections of poems, and was known as
Gurudev". He completed 12 novels, more than

100 short stories, more than 20 scripts, more

than 1500 paintings and more than 2000 songs.
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Tagore studied in England in 1879-
1880.

} Let life be ﬁewutiful like
l summer flowers and death
like autumn leaves.
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Tagore playing Valmiki in
his drama Valmiki Pratibba,

staged at their own house.

BOFEKIRL25% I}
Tagore, about 25 years old.
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Ra&indranath Tagore
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Tagore's autograph.
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Once we dreamt that we were
‘ strangers. We wake up to find that
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we were 4&%1’ toeach otner. Rabindranath Tagore at the time of

R

i writing the Bengali Gitanjali.
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The celebrities of Bengal congratulated Tagore for his winning of the

Nobel Prize for Literature in November 1913.
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