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Cuba Gooding Ir.

A Life of Ups and Downs

Birth Name Cuba Gooding Jr.
Birth Date and Place )January 2, 1968, The Bronx, New York City
Home Pacific Palisades, California



Think About What You Know

Have you ever hbeen close to something that was a bad influence on you? Were
you able to not get involved with it? Read the article to find out how Cuba
Gooding Jr. resisted bad influences when he was in school.
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What do the words below tell you about the article?
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The movie Jerry Maguire is about a man who works as a sports agent. Sports
agents represent protessional athletes and help the athletes with their careers. An
agent might help an athlete get a contract to play on a team. An agent might also
help an athlete get work in TV commercials and other types of advertising.

This paragraph talks about sports agents. After reading you might ask yourself,
“What do sports agents do?” If you don’t know the answer, one fix-up strategy
might be to go back and reread the paragraph to find the answer. What other fix-
up strategies might you use?



Cuba Gooding ).

A Life of Ups and Downs

dd
Show me the money!”

If you’ve seen the movie Jerry Maguire, you know that Cuba Gooding Jr.’s
character does get his money. But even if you’ve never seen Jerry Maguire, you've
probably heard someone shout out those words. It’s one of the most famous
lines ever uttered in a movie, and it helped make Cuba Gooding Jr. a star.

In the movie, Gooding Jr.’s character has his ups and downs, but that’s
nothing compared to the roller coaster ride that Gooding Jr. went through in
his own life.

Cuba GoodingJr. was born in 1968 in New York City, where his tather began
a career as a singer. When Gooding Jr. was three years old, his father joined
a band called the Main Ingredient. Over the next few years, this band had
several hits, including the wildly popular song “Everybody Plays the Fool.”
The Goodings seemed guaranteed a wonderful future, and the whole family
enjoyed the benefits that came with success. Gooding Jr. rode in limousines
and hung out backstage with famous pertormers. When his father performed
at Disneyland, officials closed the park and Gooding Jr. got to ride on the
merry-go-round with Janet Jackson. Says Gooding Jr., “Until I was 12, I had a
pretty privileged life.”

In 1978 the family moved to California, expecting the good times to
continue. But two years later, Gooding Jr.’s parents split up, and his dad left
the family. Suddenly there wasn’t any money for luxuries. There wasn’t even
enough money for basics. “Things hit rock bottom so quickly it didn’t seem
real,” says Gooding Jr.

Gooding Jr.’s mother struggled to find a job that would pay the bills.
She became a clerk in a store, often working until midnight, but she still
couldn’t earn enough to pay the rent. For a while, she and her children
lived in cheap hotels, but soon they couldn’t even afford that. “My mother,
my siblings, and I went from the good life to being homeless,” says Gooding
Jr. “We lived in a car for a couple of months.”
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Things did not improve much over the next several years. “We moved
around a lot,” Gooding Jr. recalls. Sometimes the family lived with Gooding
Jr.’s grandmother in the Arizona desert. “There was nothing but poverty,” says
Gooding Jr. “It was rough.”

Despite all this, Gooding Jr. remained surprisingly hopeful. He dreamed of
becoming a star—and he vowed not to let poverty ruin his dream. All around
him, people were turning to guns and drugs, but he knew he didn’t want that
kind of a life. “I hung out with a lot of guys who ran in gangs,” he says, “but I
never was a member of one.”

Instead, Gooding Jr. focused on other activities. He took any job he could
find. He weeded people’s gardens and sold tacos at a taco stand. He worked
as a clerk in a mall. He also got a job as a telemarketer, trying to sell people
products over the telephone.

Having those jobs meant some very long days for Gooding Jr. “At one point
in my life, I was getting on a bus at 6:00 in the morning, at school by 7:30,
doing my homework for about 45 minutes before school started, and going
until 3:00. [ did a couple more hours of homework on the bus going to work,
and then I worked from 5:00 to 11:00,” says Gooding Jr. He took the bus back
home, and it was often 1:00 in the morning before he got to bed. “I did this all
week long,” he says.

Because his family moved so frequently, Gooding Jr. went to four different
high schools. Yet at each new school, he managed to do well. At three of his
four schools he was elected class president!

Gooding Jr. got his first taste of show business in 1984, when he was chosen
to be a break dancer at the closing ceremonies of the 1984 Olympics. Soon
after that, he performed in a high school play. A parent in the audience

Skill Break . - — .

Asking Questions to Check Comprehension

Look at paragraph 10 on this page. The paragraph tells about Gooding Jr.’s busy
schedule as a student.

What question can you ask yourself to check your understanding of what Gooding
Jr.’s day was like?

What fix-up strategy might you use if you had trouble answering your question?

5
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happened to be a Hollywood agent. The agent was impressed with Gooding
Jr.’s performance and offered to help him get acting jobs.

Over the next few years, Gooding Jr. landed several small roles in TV shows
and appeared in a couple of commercials. But his first big success came in 1991,
with Boyz N the Hood. In this movie, Gooding Jr. proved that he was an actor
to be taken seriously. His portrayal of a young man trying to get out of South
Central Los Angeles impressed many people.

After Boyz N the Hood, Gooding Jr. hoped a wide variety of roles would
come his way. “I wanted to be a cowboy, | wanted to be a pirate, [ wanted to
be a businessman,” he says. Hollywood didn’t have that many good roles for
African American actors, however, and Gooding Jr. found himself looking at
more roles like the one he played in Boyz. He says, “The scripts [ got were Boyz
N the Hood 2 . . . Boyz N the Hood Goes to Heaven, Boyz N the Hood Goes to the
Laundromat, Boyz at the Supermarket.” Gooding Jr. didn’t want to be typecast as
a gang member, so he rejected all these roles.

In 1996 he finally saw his chance. Gooding Jr. wanted to play Rod Tidwell,
the football player in Jerry Maguire whose tavorite expression is “Show me the
money!” He auditioned and convinced the director to hire him. It was a good
decision: Gooding Jr. turned in an Oscar-winning performance.

After Jerry Maguire, Gooding Jr. starred in many other movies, including
Pearl Harbor (2001) and Radio (2003). Today he is one of the biggest stars
in Hollywood. Yet he remains the cheerful, friendly person he has always
been. Gooding Jr. knows from experience that success doesn’t always last,
so he has put much of his energy into building a good life beyond the big
screen. He has been married to his high-school sweetheart since 1994, and
they have two sons, Spencer and Mason.

GoodingJr. is grateful for his family, his health, and his current good fortune.
He is thankful for all that he has—and he tries to squeeze all the happiness he
can out of each day. As he says, “Every day above ground is a good one, man.”

D Gooding Jr. likes to play D He has studied Japanese
ice hockey. martial arts. :
D He has a roller-hockey rink D He almost didn’t get the part
in his home. of Rod Tidwell because he
................................. was considered too short.

------
.
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Activities

u Understanding What You Read

@ Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. What was the effect on Gooding Jr.’s family when his dad left?
O A. The Goodings had to cancel their trip to Disneyland.
O B. The Goodings didn’t have enough money for basics.
O C. The Goodings weren’t able to stay in Arizona.

2. How did Gooding Jr. first start getting acting jobs?
O A. A Hollywood agent offered to help him.
O B. Someone saw him dance at the Olympics.
O C. Adirector gave him a part in a movie.

3. Gooding Jr. won an award for his performance in
O A. Boyz N the Hood.
O B. Jerry Maguire.
O C. Pearl Harbor.

4. Which of the following statements is an opinion rather than a fact?
O A. The family moved to California in 1978.
O B. He also got a job as a telemarketer.
O C. Every day above ground is a good one.

5. Which sentence best states the lesson about life that this article teaches?
O A. Be grateful for all that you have.
O B. It's important to repay your debts.
O C. Don’t take your goals too seriously.

Number of Correct Answers: Part A

E Asking Questions to Check Comprehension

€@ Read the paragraphs below. Fill in the circle next to the question that would best
help you check your understanding of the article.

1. In 1978 the family moved to California, expecting the good times to continue. But
two years later, Gooding Jr.’s parents split up, and his dad left the family. Suddenly
there wasn’t any money for luxuries. There wasn’t even enough money for basics.
“Things hit rock bottom so quickly it didn’t seem real,” says Gooding Jr.



