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rances Hodgson was born in 1849,

into a wealthy English family. After
her father died, the Hodgsons moved to an
uncle’s log cabin in the Tennessee countryside.
Frances grew to love nature, and gardening
became her hobby.

Frances loved to make up stories. As a
teenager, she wrote well enough to sell her
stories in magazines in England and in America.

She married Dr. Swan Burnett and they
had two sons. Frances continued to write, and
grew rich and famous.

Although Frances started by writing
stories for adults, her friend, Louisa May
Alcott, the author of Little Women, suggested
she write for children.

Little Lord Fauntleroy, her first children’s

novel, A Little Princess, and The Secret
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Garden have been loved by generations for
almost a century.

Frances spent her later years in New York
being a fairy grandmother to her grandchildren.
This, she said, was “much better than being a
fairy godmother.”

Before she died at age 74, Frances Burnett
said, “With the best that was in me I have tried

to write more happiness into the world.”

Generations of readers have found that

happiness in her wonderful books.
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1 Sara Arrives in London

nce on a dark winter’s day, when the fog was so
@ thick in London that the lamps were lighted and

the shop windows blazed as they do at night,
a young girl rode with her father in a horse-drawn cab
slowly through the streets.

She sat with her feet tucked under her and leaned
against her father as she stared thoughtfully out the
window at the passers-by. A girl with a vivid imagination,
Sara was always dreaming about grown-up people and
their world. She felt that she herself had lived a long, long
time.

Mostly she was thinking how strange it was that at
one time she was in India in the blazing sun; then another

time in the middle of the ocean; and now here she was
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“m driving through the streets of London on a day that was as
=l . dark as night. She shivered and moved closer to her father.
shiver v. R} It seemed that her father had been preparing her
adoring jadj, SN for “the place”, as she called it, for as long as she could
privilege n. i, FRE

remember. Her mother had died when she was born, and

attract v. (B3|
voyage n. fji{7, xi2

her young, handsome, and adoring father had been her

whole world. Because he was rich, he was able to give her
| everything her heart desired.

She had always lived in a beautiful house and had
many servants, who let her have her own way at all times.
i She had toys and pets and a maid who did everything for
her. Gradually, she learned that people who were rich had
i these privileges.

; Only one thing troubled her and that was that
someday she would have to go to “the place”. Other
, children in India had gone to school abroad—usually
\ England—and she had heard their parents talk about the

| letters their children wrote home. Although Sara was

! attracted by her father’s stories of the voyage they would
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make to the new country, she was greatly unhappy that IK
they would be separated.
“Sara,” he said, “you will grow so fast that in a year n. SEA
appeal v. BK; WH

you will be big enough to come back to India and take
tremendously adv. +43th

care of me.” .
suppose v. #48, B8

The thought of coming home and keeping house

for her father and being his hos ti bed oo
or her father and being 1? hostess sometimes appeae. destination n. 3R, 2855
to Sara tremendously. So if she had to go to school in tightly adv. ‘EEH

England for a while before being grown-up enough for
that, she had made up her mind to do so.
“Well, Papa,” she said softly, “I suppose we must be
resigned to being apart.”
Captain Crewe laughed. “Oh, Sara Sunshine!” he
said, calling her his favorite pet name for her, and kissing
her on the forehead. He was not really all that resigned @
himself—but he felt he must keep that secret. He and Sara
had always been very close, and he knew he would be
lonely when he returned to his empty house in India. So as
their horse-drawn cab rolled into the big dull square that {

was their destination, Captain Crewe held his daughter

more tightly than ever. , LR[S
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