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Part One: A Voyage to Lilliput

1 Shipwrecked!

I, Lemuel Gulliver, was the third of five sons.
My father paid for my schooling until I was 17,
but that was all he could afford. I became an
apprentice to a doctor in London, where I stayed
for four years. My father sent me small sums of
money during that time. | spent it to learn the
art of sailing and other things I thought would
be useful. You see, | always wanted to travel, and
| always believed it would be my fortune to do
sO.

By the time [ was 28, | had already made a few
voyages, working as the ship’s doctor. After the
last voyage, | decided to settle down in London. [
opened a practice as a doctor and got married.

Within a few years, I found that my business
was not going very well. After discussing it with
my wife, | went to sea again. For six years |
traveled to the Indies. | was able to save quite a
bit of money. In my free time, I read the best
authors, old and new. | also learned the language
and customs of the people, which was easy for
me.



Growing tired of travel. | returned home. |
spent the next three years trying to get my
business going again. [ was still not very
successful. So | accepted a job offer from
Captain William Prichard. He was the captain of
the Antelope, which was making a voyage to the
South Seas. We left England on May 4, 1699, and
our voyage at first was a good one.

Our good luck did not hold, however. On
November 5, we were hit by a terrible storm.
Our ship struck a large rock and was cut in two.
Six of us escaped in a lifeboat. Soon after, the
lifeboat was overturned by a wave. | do not
know what happened to the others. I can only
conclude that they all were lost.

For myself, | swam as fortune directed me and
was pushed by wind and tide. When | was
almost completely tired out, I found that [ could
touch the bottom. By this time, the storm was
over. | had to walk about a mile before [ got to
the shore. As [ walked, | saw no people.

[ lay down on the grass, which was very short
and soft, and slept the soundest sleep of my life.
[ woke up about nine hours later. [ tried to stand
up, but [ could not. [ found that my arms and legs
were strongly tied on each side to the ground.
My hair, which was long and thick, was tied dowr
in the same manner. | felt some thin ropes across
my body, from my armpits to my legs.



[ heard some noise around me, but the way I
was tied, I could look only at the sky. Then I felt
something alive moving on my left leg. It came
up over my chest and almost to my chin. |
looked downwards as best I could. I saw a
human creature not six inches high.

He had a bow and arrow in his hands and a
case full of arrows on his back. I felt at least 40
more such creatures following the first. | was
quite surprised, and I let out a loud roar. They all
ran back in a fright. Some of them, [ was told
later, were hurt as they jumped from my sides to
the ground. However, they soon came back.

One looked at me and cried out in a loud
voice, Hekinah degul. The others said the same



thing, but I didn't know what they meant. Finally,
as | tried to get loose, I was able to break the
strings that tied my left arm down. By pulling
hard, I also loosened the strings that tied down
my hair on the left side. This caused me a lot of
pain, but at least [ could turn my head a little.

Before I could grab any of the creatures, they
ran off a second time. [ heard a loud shout. Then
one of them cried aloud, Tolgo phonac. An
instant later, I felt more than 100 arrows in my
left hand. They felt like so many needles. Then
they shot more into my body and some on my
- face. I decided to lie still, and they stopped
shooting arrows at me.

Soon they built a stage, about a foot and a half
off the ground. It was big enough for four of
them to stand on. One of them stood on the
stage and made a long speech to me. | could not
understand a single word of it.

After the speech, about 50 of the little people
came up to me. They cut the strings holding the
left side of my head, so I could turn my head to
the right. That way, I could look at the person
who had made the speech. He was middle-aged
and taller than the others. He seemed to be a
little longer than my middle finger.

By this time, I was very hungry. I didn’t know
how else to tell them, so | kept putting my finger
in my mouth as a hint. They brought me baskets



full of meat and many loaves of bread, which
were about the size of bullets. [ ate them three
loaves at a time. [ then made a sign that | wanted
something to drink. They brought me barrels of
wine, but their barrels held only a pint. I drank
two and wanted more, but they had no more to
give me.

I have to admit | thought these little people
were very brave to stand so close to me. After
all, one of my hands was free. But by now, I felt it
was only right that I be nice to them. After all,
they had fed me at great expense to themselves.

After some time, a person of high rank spoke
to me for about ten minutes. He pointed to a
place about a half mile away. I later learned it
was the capital city. | made signs to show that [
wanted to be set free, but his answer was no. |
was to be carried as a prisoner. | thought about
trying to break the rest of the strings, but then |
remembered how the arrows had hurt. I was
getting very sleepy, and | soon fell asleep. It was
no wonder, for I later found out that the wine
had been drugged.

As [ slept, the little people finished making a
machine to carry me to the city. Five hundred
workers had built a frame of wood raised three
inches from the ground. It was about seven feet
long and four feet wide. It moved upon 22
wheels. To raise me and place me on this



vehicle, they used 80 poles, each one foot high.
By using pulleys fastened to the poles, 900 of
their strongest men moved me onto the vehicle.
It took them three hours, during which time I lay
in a deep sleep. Then | was pulled by 1,500 of the
Emperor’s largest horses, each about four
inches tall.

It took us a day and a half to march the half
mile to the capital. At night, [ was guarded by
500 men on each side. When we got to the city, I
was chained inside an old building that had once
been used as a temple. My chains were long
enough so that I could stand and walk in a half-
circle. The temple was big enough so I could lie
at my full length to sleep.

Shortly after we arrived, the Emperor came
out to see me. He looked at me with great
admiration, and then he ordered his cooks to
give me food and drink. They pushed 30 vehicles
on wheels toward me. Of these, 20 were filled
with food and 10 with drink. This was enough for
one meal, which [ enjoyed.

The Emperor was about half an inch taller
than the others and quite handsome. All his
motions were graceful and majestic. He was
almost 29 years old and had been in power for
seven years. He was a gnod man, and his people
were happy. He wore a gold helmet that had
jewels and a feather. He held a sword that was



almost three inches long. The handle was gold,
with diamonds on it. He had a strong and clear
voice. He spoke to me, and I returned answers,
but neither of us could understand a word the
other was saying. | spoke all the languages I
knew, which were High and Low Dutch, Latin,
French, Spanish, and Italian. No one in the court
understood any of these..

After about two hours, the Emperor and his
court left. A guard remained to keep watch over
me. Some of the common people had the nerve
to shoot their arrows at me. Six of them were
arrested, tied up. and given to me for
punishment. [ took them all in my right hand and
put five of them in my coat pocket. [ pretended
that | was going to eat the sixth one alive, and
the poor man screamed terribly. But then I cut
the strings he was tied with and set him free. I
did this to each of the others. [ noticed that the
soldiers and the people were impressed by my
kindness.

About two weeks later, the Emperor gave
orders to have a bed prepared for me. Workers
sewed together 600 of their beds and the same
number of sheets, blankets, and bedspreads.
This was more comfortable than the floor, to be
sure.

| found out later that the Emperor and his
court held frequent meetings to discuss what to



do with me. They were afraid that | would get
loose. They thought my food would be too
expensive and might cause some of them to
starve. They thought about starving me to death
or shooting me with poison arrows. But then
they didn’'t know what they would do with the
body.

In the middle of these meetings, some officers
of the army asked to speak to the Emperor. They
talked about my kindness to the six prisoners.
This was the turning point in the talks about me.
The Emperor gave an order that each village
near the city would have to provide six cows, 40
sheep, and other food each day. He also ordered
that 300 tailors should make me a suit of
clothes. I was given 600 servants. Six scholars
were ordered to teach me their language.

Within three weeks 1 had learned enough so
that I could have conversations with the
Emperor. | soon learned tl.at [ was in the country
of Lilliput, and the people who lived there were
called Lilliputians. I also learned how to ask for
my freedom. The Emperor told me that would
take time. One day, he asked me to empty my
pockets so that he could be sure | had no
weapons. After his helpers had examined
everything, they took my sword and pistols.
They returned my money, my knife and razor,
my comb, my handkerchief, and my journal.



