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Publisher’s Note to
The Complete Works of Wu Guanzhong

Wu Guanzhong is one of the 20th century representative painters of China, contributing
much to the modernistic painting of China. In the long years of his artistic career, he explores the
different aesthetic ideas of the Eastern and the Western painting, and practises the idea of “nation-
alization of the oil painting” and “modernization of the Chinese painting”, forming his distinctive
artistic style therein. He cherishes sincere feelings of “living in the motherland, in the hometown,
at homestead, in the depth of the heart”, and expresses aesthetic demands of the nation and the
people. His works possess strong cultural content. Since the 1980s, his artistic ideas and painting
endeavours have been progressing with the development of history and the needs of the times,
thus promoting the evolution and advancement of the ideas of the modernistic painting of China.

Wu takes creative activity of art as his life. There is a large number of his works existent, ex-
cluding those lost or damaged in the early years and those destroyed by himself. He has also writ-
ten millions of characters of prose writings, most of which reflect his ideas of art. Up to now, Wu,
an old man of 88, has published almost a hundred collections of paintings or of essays, most of
them collections of works at a certain stage, of a certain genre, or of a certain exhibition. As Wu has
contributed so much to the modernistic painting of China, the publication of his complete works is
only a matter of time.

Thus, we gathered a group of experts, scholars of the fine art circles, spent three years and
millions of yuan on the editing of The Complete Works of Wu Guanzhong. The Complete Works is a col-
lection of 2048 representative works painted at different stages of his life, 226 artistic articles, the
first eight volumes ordered chronologically by genres of painting, and the last volume by genres of
writing. Each volume is prefaced with a criticism by an expert of the fine art circles of China. The
paintings collected are the ones authenticated by Wu Guanzhong himself to guarantee their artistic
quality and genuineness.

The Complete Works is a full exhibition of Wu Guanzhong's representative works and essays
concerning art. As Wu is a prolific artist and is still producing much, it is impossible to include all

his works. We hope that someday we can publish a revision of Wu'’s collection.

Hunan Fine Arts Publishing House
December 2006
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I. The Complete Works of Wu Guanzhong contains nine volumes: drawings from life (Volume I),
oil paintings (Volumes II, III and IV), waterink paintings (Volumes V, VI, VII and VIII) and essays

(Volume IX). The works collected are the ones authenticated by Wu Guanzhong himself.

II. The Complete Works of Wu Guanzhong is a collection of 2048 representative works painted at

different stages of his life, and 226 essays concerning art.
III. Watercolour paintings and gouaches are included respectively in Volumes I, IT and IIL

IV. All the Chinese characters are translated into English except the chronological biography in

Volume IX and Wu's essays.
V. The works are marked “Size Unknown” whose sizes are unavailable.

VI. Many of Wu Guanzhong's works went from one collector to another. Those in the collection

of art galleries and museums are given the collector, whereas those in the collection of organiza-

tions and individuals are not.

VII. This volume contains three parts: i. preface of Wu, ii. preface to the volume, iii. plate. 209

waterink paintings from 1991 to 1996, arranged in chronological order.
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