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SAV IR THE COUNTRY

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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* GUIDED READING

Have a general idea of the geographical position of the UK
Understand the different names of the country

Know something about the topography of the UK

Be familiar with the important rivers and lakes in the UK

Build some brief knowledge about the climatic pattern in the UK
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" KEY TO TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS

Simple Questions
1 What is the geographic position of the UK?

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a country situated in the British
Isles, which lie off the northwest of the European continent.

2 What is the United Kingdom geographically and politically composed of?

Geographically, its territory is primarily situated on the island of Great Britain and in
Northern Ireland on the island of Ireland, with additional settlements on numerous smaller
islands in the surrounding seas. Politically, it is a union made up of four constituent nations:
England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, plus several overseas territories.

3 Why can't the term “English” be used to address all the people of the'UK?

It is not only incorrect but can cause offence to people from other parts of the UK. The
diverse history of England, Scotland and Wales has led to very different cultural traditions.
The Scots and the Welsh have right to feel aggrieved whenever the term “English” is used
wrongly to mean all three.

4 What is the historical relationship between “Northern Ireland” and “Ireland”?

For over a century from 1801, Ireland had been part of the United Kingdom. But in 1922, the
Irish Free State ceased to be part of the Union, leaving only six northeastern counties inside
the Union to be called Northern Ireland.



5 What are the two major natural regions in the UK? What does each zone consist of?

The traditional division of Great Britain is into two major natural regions — a Highland and a
Lowland zone. Scotland, Wales and parts of England are located in the Highland zone. Most
of Britain’s population lives densely in the Lowland zone, which covers most of England.

6 Could you give examples of important rivers in the UK? What is the Lake District famous for
in British literary history?

The UK'’s longest river is the Severn. Other major rivers include the Thames, the Trent and
Mersey rivers. In Scotland the important rivers are the Clyde and the Forth. The Lake District
is attractive because of its association with the Lake Poets, who settled there in the early
1800s.

7 What influences the climate in the UK? What are the features with respect to temperature,
rainfall and sunshine? A D

The main influence on the UK’s climate is its close proximity to the Atlantic Ocean, its
northern latitude, and the warming of the waters around the land by the Gulf Stream. The
overall climate in England is called temperate maritime. This means that it is mild in winter
and not too hot in summer. Rain is fairly well distributed throughout the year. The UK is not
a very sunshine country.

8 How does the weather in the UK affect British life?

The weather is a constant topic of daily conversation for the Britons and it is believed that
the changeability of weather is a conditioning factor of the national character that has helped
the British become more adaptable. On the other hand, the frequent drizzles and gloomy
skies in winter are so depressing that people tend to suffer seasonal affective disorder.

Essay Questions

Briefly discuss the international influence which the UK exercises on today’s world stage.

By the turn of the 20th century, the United Kingdom had built up a huge overseas empire,
which at its height in 1922 encompassed almost a quarter of the world’s land surface, the
largest empire in history. British influence can continue to be observed in the language,
culture and legal systems of many of its former colonies. Queen Elizabeth Il remains the
head of the Commonwealth of Nations and head of state of each of the Commonwealth
realms.

It was the world’s first industrialised country and the world’s foremost power during the
19th and early 20th centuries, but the economic cost of two World Wars and the decline of
its empire in the latter half of the 20th century diminished its leading role in global affairs.
The UK nevertheless remains a major power with strong economic, cultural, military and
political influence worldwide. It is a developed country, with the fifth (nominal GDP) or
sixth (PPP) largest economy in the world. It is a nuclear power and has the second or third
highest defence spending in the world. It is a Member State of the European Union, holds a
permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council, and is a member of the G8, NATO,
OECD, World Trade Organization and the Commonwealth of Nations.



Al Discuss the differences between the terms of “British Isles”, “United Kingdom”, “Great
Britain”, and “England”.

The British Isles is a geographical term which includes Great Britain, the whole of Ireland,
and all the offshore islands.

Great Britain can be a geographical term referring to the island on which England, Wales
and Scotland are situated, together with numerous smaller islands, which comprise the
main territory of the United Kingdom. Great Britain is very often, but incorrectly, used as
a synonym for the sovereign state properly known as the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, but Great Britain and the United Kingdom refer to different areas. If
you look at the full name of the UK, you will see that the UK includes Great Britain AND
Northern Ireland.

The United Kingdom (UK) was formed on January 1, 1801 and constituted and still
constitutes the greater part of the British Isles. In history it was the union of what were once
four separate nations: England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. When the Irish Free State ceased
to be part of the Union in 1922, the title changed to include “Northern Ireland”.

Located in north-west Europe and in the southetn part of Great Britain, England is the largest
part in Great Britain and the UK. There is no government or parliament just for England. It
is sometimes wrongly used in reference to the whole United Kingdom, the entire island of
Great Britain, or indeed the British Isles. This is not only incorrect but can cause offence to
people from other parts of the UK.

I. Read the following statements carefully and then decide whether they are true or
false. Put a “T” if you think the statement is true and an “F” if it is not.
D 1 The United Kingdom and Northern Island is located in northern Europe.

D 2 The United Kingdom consists of four political divisions — England, Scotland, Wales
and Ireland.

England is one of the two large islands in the British Isles.

3
4 The British Isles are made up of three large islands and hundreds of small ones.
5 Wales lies on the east coast of the island of Great Britain.

6

The Commonwealth of Nations is a free association of independent countries that all
used to be colonies of Britain.

In Scotland, rugged mountains, green valleys, and deep, blue lakes provide some of
the most beautiful scenery in Europe.

8 Britain’s longest river is the Thames.
9 The largest lake in Britain is the Lough Neagh in northwest England.

10 Britain’s climate is influenced by the Gulf Stream, a warm ocean current that sweeps
up from the equator and flows past the British Isles.

] Y Iy Iy Y Y



Il. The following are questions or incomplete sentences. Below each sentence or
question four possible answers marked A, B, C and D are provided. Choose the ONE
that best completes the sentence or answers the question.

(v

/
/8

The British Isles are made up of

A. three large islands and hundreds of small ones
B. three large islands and dozens of small ones
C. two large islands and hundreds of small ones
D. two large islands and dozens of small ones

Which of the following is NOT a political division on the island of Great Britain?

A. England B. Scotland C. Northern Ireland D. Wales

Britain is separated from the rest of Europe by the English Channel in the and the
North Sea in the east.

A. east B. south C. west D. north

The Republic of Ireland became independent in the year

A. 1920 B. 1945 C. 1918 D. 1949
The highest mountain in Britain, Ben Nevis, lies in .

A. the Highlands B. the Southern Uplands

C. the Central Lowlands D. the Lake District

The British Empire was replaced by the British Commonwealth or the Commonwealth of
Nations in :
A. 1921 B. 1931 C. 1945 D. 1950

All the following are natural zones in Scotland, except
A. Highlands in the north B. the Central lowlands
C. the Eastern lowlands D. the Southern uplands

The mountain system the Pennines is often called the backbone of
A. England B. Scotland C. Great Britain D. Ireland

The regional capital of Northern Ireland is
A. Glasgow B. Edinburgh C. Cardiff D. Belfast

10 Which of the following statements about the climate in Britain is NOT true?

A. Britain’s climate is of the maritime type
B. Winters in Britain are extremely cold

C. Summers in Britain are cool

D. Britain is warmer than Harbin in winter
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