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Analysis: end of a divided school system
Mike Baker

Is there a major revolution stirring among England’s independent schools?

[1] Have they rediscovered their social conscience or are they just finding new ways
to survive in cash-strapped times?

[2] This week Birkenhead High School became the fifth independent, fee-charging
school to announce its intention to become a state-funded city academy.

[3] Like all schools taking this route, this involves abandoning two of the most
characteristic features of independent schools—fees and academic selection. However,
the school will retain its independence in all other matters.

[4] With just five defections from the 1,280 schools within the solid ranks of the
Independent Schools Council this is hardly a mass exodus.

[5] Nor have we yet seen any such moves from the famous public schools from the
affluent south-east of England, where the middle-classes still seem able to afford ever-
rising fees. The idea of Eton or Harrow becoming academies still seems a long way off.

[6] And yet, the schools that are doing so are substantial, highly academic schools
with long traditions and good facilities.

[7] And other stirrings are afoot too. As the Schools Minister, Lord Adonis,
told the Head Masters’ and Mistresses’ Conference (HMC) last week, more than
20 independent schools are now involved with academies, either as sponsors or part-

ners.
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[8] And, according to figures from the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR)
think-tank, 12 others have crossed over from the independent sector to the state sector
since 2001. Most of these are faith—based schools that have become “voluntary aided”
within the state system.

Backward step?

[9] Back in 1997, when Labour came to power, there was a lot of muttering and
suspicious glances from the independent sector. Schools feared an attack on their chari-
table status and suspected a Labour government would do all it could to attack them.

[10]As it happened the independent schools had little to fear. Far from being
savaged, they have been gently seduced.

[11] Lord Adonis has very astutely played on their social conscience. His own
background means he is well placed to do so. As he told the HMC, as a boy from a very
humble home his life was “transformed” when he won a scholarship to a private board-
ing school.

[127His school had been founded by a wealthy philanthropist with the express pur-
pose of getting vulnerable boys and orphans out of London’s East End and into a
healthy, academic environment in Oxfordshire.

[13] And, of course, the origins of many of today’s top fee-charging schools were rooted
in very similar charitable aims. Sometimes those origins seem to have been forgotten.

[14])Take William Hulme’s Grammar School in Manchester. It has abandoned its
fees of 7 8,000 a year to become an academy.

[15] It too was founded as a charity and, indeed, until the mid-1970s it was a direct grant
school, receiving state subsidies in return for admitting poorer children without fees.

[16]Critics of the independent sector may see these changes as a backwards step,
returning to the direct grant school system that was abolished by a Labour government
over 30 years ago.

[17]Or they may see it as another vérsion of the Assisted Places Scheme, which
Labour abolished in 1997, and which allowed bright but poor children to get into inde-
pendent schools.

[18]They argue that these approaches are just a narrow ladder of opportunity for a
few bright, but impoverished, children, with the unfortunate side effect of creaming-off
the most able pupils from state schools,

Revolution of education

[19] But I think something more fundamental is happening here. The key differ-
ence between both direct grant status and assisted places and the new move towards ei-
ther academy or voluntary-aided status is that, with these latest developments, schools
have to abandon fees and wholesale academic selection.

[20] That is a big difference. It might just help to break the very common miscon-
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ception that, somehow, educational excellence is something that can only be achieved by
financial and academic selection.

[21] Of course, some concerns remain about the freedom that academies and volun-

“tary-aided schools have to run their own admissions.

‘ [22] As the IPPR points out, research suggests that schools which control their
own admissions, especially faith schools, tend to be less representative of their commu-
nities than other schools.

[23] Nevertheless, it seems that an important shift is happening here. The state
versus private education debate has long been over-simplified. It is tempting to see them
as absolute opposites when the reality is much more blurred.

[24] If more independent schools looked back to their origins they would perhaps
be even more determined to reach beyond their current clientele of academically able, fi-
nancially well-off families.

[25] They will argue that they already offer bursaries and scholarships to children
from poorer homes. Yet, with some exceptions, they mostly offer these to pupils who
are at the top end of the ability range and from supportive and motivated families.

[26] If some of them are now willing to educate all in their local community, irre-
spective of ability or financial means, then that does look like the start of a revolution.

[27] Could it be the beginning of the end for England’s divided school system,

which remains one of the most hierarchical in the world?
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What kind of application essays help in winning financial aid?
William White

[1] Sadly, senior secondary education in China frequently undermines talent. Too
often intelligent young Chinese are told to abandon all outside interests in a single-mind-
ed effort to achieve higher scores on the national university entrance exam. At a time
when a teenager should be caught up in wide-ranging intellectual exploration, important
adults narrow his field of interest. If this young person is making a serious effort to win
a scholarship at an elite Western university, he must show that his intellectual curiosi-

ty, talents and capacity for independence have survived the ordeal of gao-2 and gao-3 in-
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tact.

[2] The one thing that will never persuade anyone that an applicant possesses curi-
osity, talent and initiative is simply asserting it. No one proves that he is creative (or
anything else) by stating, “I am a creative person,” above all when a score of other Chi-
nese applicants write much the same thing. Such repeated statements will hardly be no-
ticed, much less believed.

[3] So don’t praise yourself or the school you're applying to 6or American education
in copycat terms borrowed from some Taiwan or Hong Kong manual that supposedly
shows you how to write an effective application essay. Such hackneyed rubbish is harm-
less only at institutions of higher education that don’t take application essays very seri-
ously, usually because they don’t expect their applicants to have much in the way of
writing skills. But those schools do not give out scholarships; if you want to attend
one, make sure your parents can pay in full.

[4] There is no model of a “proper” undergraduate application essay in any realistic
handbook or how-to guide. Your writing—facts, story and style—should allow readers
to deduce on their own that you are a creative, talented or intellectually adventurous in-
dividual. Don’t baldly declare yourself one. On the other hand, remember that the read-
er will not be fully aware of certain patterns among Chinese young people, so if your in-
terests are unconventional, make that clear. For instance, if everyone else in your class
plans to major in economics, computer science, biology or law and these short-sighted
conformists let you know you’re a fool for wanting to be an architect or a playwright or
a historian or an astronomer, you have rich material for a touch of social comedy.

[5] It is a good idea to talk about the school you are applying to, but as I said
above, not to praise it directly. What admissions committees will note, especially at lib-
eral-arts colleges, is a sustained argument explaining why you want to attend a given
school. This means discussing why the school is particularly suited to your needs, hopes
or career ambitions. Do not churn out vaporous nonsense. Study the school’s website
and course offerings and make a serious case for a match between you and the institute.
This is work, but if you're serious about getting into, for example, Williams or Carle-
ton, it will pay off. Feel free to express admiration for concrete aspects of the school.

[6] Good essays are as different as the people who craft them. Does that mean any-
thing goes? Most certainly not! For instance, a lot of young Chinese are proud to have

> and “gonna” from the internet or from pop lyrics. No doubt they

picked ‘up “wanna’
think using these forms reveals their awareness of “real” English. And in truth, these
are the ordinary pronunciations of “want to” and “going to” in casual conversation. Two
caveats: First, they occur when English is spoken rapidly; if non-native speakers use
them in their necessarily slower speech, the effect is ridiculous. Second, and this is the

key one, they are SPOKEN forms only, never used in most people’s writing except in
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playful contexts. They should never occur in anything you write, least of all in an appli-
cation essay where you are demonstrating your ability to handle formal literary English.
“U” may think using them shows how savvy “u” are; actually, it shows precisely the
opposite, and with embarrassing clarity. Stick to the standard forms.

[7] In conclusion, let me reiterate; Whatever you write, let it be interesting. No
one likes to write application essays—at least I've never met anyone who owned up to so
odd a taste. It is such a relief to finish them! But don’t be hasty: slide them in a drawer
for a few days and come back to them. If, when you read them again, they seem dull,
revise, revise, revise. And if they seem irremediably dull, into the trash with them!
Start from scratch. There is no point in posting the essays unless you feel that they are

memorable and persuasive.
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B HERE M EERE L. HRKFCAFRRKOE R EE . BRIEF¥2ZK
&% /K (Ferdinand de Saussure, 1959)#E Course in General Linguistics H 2 X R &
R MR E SR (BE £ 550 Z B8 € R R, 715 (BUFRAESS , signifier)
HESGFA R BN SR GRE, MR H XS SHMT S HNERRE. THERM
522 FAE R IK (Jacques Derrida) M A 3= SC A BE 3 — 20 1) B B SO T4 -5 8] 19 5%
. FEEMELRZSMEREERZRZ W, HM2EREMN. Bal W, & CMUEER R
%%, B BRLE TSz T .

g B/ A K DR Fe i 7 (Bronislaw MalinowskD #2 H T “1EB88” X — &, K2
4R A IE S (context of culture) FE B 15 HE (context of situation) i A, 1EEHI AR
HE s AT 2 ok i SUBATESE 25 &, SHEBS&  TAF sE W AWIRA . TEHE
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1. Linguistic Context

2 5 5 Fird8 19 “linguistic context” EZ 4518 R M AR HiE S AL, WX EFESHEE
SR B RO AR AL, 7EE T 6] 4518 board AR [RI4E B Xt HR] S E .

He scored the board with a pencil and ruler before sawing it.

o TF4EZ AT A ABEARFAEAR EXIFT L.

The residents of college communities sometimes provide rent-free rooms for foreign
students in their homes. Usually, such “live-in” arrangements require that the student
perform certain household duties in exchange for room and board.

FPRFAMR G ERANRERKMAL G FRAI LB G FAELEE, FLBFTHRESF
AMBERSFEARBOTBREH.

Supporters of the treaty say that it will be necessary to have the United States on board.

HEHIFHFHALEZLERLALSZHE,

We must get a good killing lance and always have it on board.

BEAFF— AR Loy IF KT, — A AL, _

While improving the people’s living standards across the board, the Chinese gov-
ernment has attached great importance to ensuring that poverty-stricken people have
enough to eat and wear. -

PEBAELBRJHAREEKFORN, HETAMETAA DG R/0H,

Now, when we need to find e-mail pertinent to the board meeting, we don’t have to
paw manually and tediously through dozens of folders. '
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2. Referential Context
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The green debate tends to polarize into science-as-saviour versus science-as-devil camps.



