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Part I Profiles and Anecdotes of Famous Men

More About Abraham Lincoln

When Abraham Lincoln took office in March of 1861, James
C. Buchanan (ZEfEHT « C « f7 # B )said to him, “If You aré as
happy on entering the white House as I am leaving it, you are the
happiest man in this country. ” D ifficult times lay ahead for Lincoln,
and both men knew it. Seven Southern States had already Ieft the

Union ; four more states would soon follow them. The start' of the
Civil War was only weeks away.

Many people doubted Lincoln's ability to pull the Union togeth-
er. He was then just a country lawyer. He had only a few years of
schooling ,and he had served one term in Congress ([E 4£>). His only
real fame came from a series of debates over slavery. Lincoln's firm
stand against slavery helpe him win the Republican nomination (3t
R 464 4% ) for President.

Lincoln did keep the Union together by the only way possible-—
winning the war. He slowly built the North's army into a powerful
fighting force. By such acts as freeing the slaves,lincoln won wide
support.

In 1865,he began his second term. He hopéd to bring the South
back into the Union without bitterness on either side. Six weeks later
he was murdered,his great task still unfinished.

The following is detailed information about Lincoln 's death.

On April 14th,after a very busy day ,the President and his wife
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went to see the performance of a play at Ford's Theatre in Washing-
ton.

In an inn near the theatre was a 25— year—old unsuccessful ac-
tor named John Wilkes Booth. He was a supporter of the defeated
South —though he had not fought for her. As the play was going to
start again after the interval, Booth entered the theatre and walked
slowly towards the President's box and opened the doot. The sound of
a shot broke in on the play,and Booth leaped from the box onto the
stage and hurried .out through’an exit door. Smoke was seen coming
from the President's box and the theatre was filled with shouting,
madly excited people. Soldiers‘hurried i;’ to clear the building, and
Lincoln, Shot through the head, was Sdfried unconscious (%R
45 )to a house across the road from the theatre,and laid on the bed.

He never recovered consciousness and died next morning.
Make the best choice

1. The situation was very difficult when Lincoln took his office be-
cause
A. the Civil War broke out
B. he was not qualified for his job
C. more and more Southern States would rebel and leave the
Union
D. the majority of the people did not support him
2.*Lincoln's firm stand against slavery
A. made the Southern slave owners give up their own
B. made it possible for him to be elected President

C. helped him build up a powerful fighting force

N



D. gave him a chance to win the war
3. Lincoln was famous for

A. his bravery
B. rich experience in the government of the country

C. his fiery speeches against slavery

D. being one of the presidents of the U. S.
4. Lincoln's leading achievement as President was that

A. he worked for the people heart and soul

B. he was firmly against slavary

C. he was a warm—hearte and honest leader

D. he reunited the nation and did away with slavery
5. Lincoln was murdered

A. in his car

B. at home -

C. in the White House

D. in a theatre



on was the first President of the United States.
‘armies during the long war which brought the

only in great things,but also in little ones. He
‘to do a kindness. He was never too high to stoop

v " vércoat‘that hid his uniform, and so the soldiers
whom he passed did not know that he was the general.
At one place there was a corporal ('[N -1:)with his men building
iskwork (i 1% ) of logs. Thty were just about to lift a very heavy
:wnen Washington came up
log when washington came up.
_T‘ .~ "Heave ho!” (] /73 1 Yeried the lit“le corporal. “Up with it,
" men! Up with it]”But he did not put a hc.“4 to it himself. They lifted
- with all their might. The log was almost in its place, but it was so
: heavy they could not move it any farther.
The corporal shouted again, "Heave ho! Up with it!” The men
were not able to do more ; their strength was almost gone ;the log was
~ about to fall. l
© Then washington ran up,aﬁd with his strong arms gave them
the help they so much needed. The big log was lifted on the breast-
~ work .and the men looked their thanks at the stranger who had been

so kind. X |



"Why don't you take hold and help your men?” Washington
asked the corporal.

"Why don't I? Don't you see that I am the corporal?”

“"Oh, indeed,” said Washington,as he unbuttoned his overcoat,
and showed the uniform which he wore. "Well,I am the general ,and
the next time you have a log too heavy for your men to lift,send for
mel”

You can imagine how the little corporal felt when he saw that it
was General Washington who was standing before him. 1t was a good
lesson for him,and there are little men still living who may learn a

good lesson from the story.
Make the best choice

1 ~was the first President of the US.
A. Abraham Lincoln
B. Ronald Reagan
C. George Washington
D. Jimmy Carter
2. he was a great man, Washington was ready to do a
kindness.
A. Because
B. Though
C. Even if
D. Since
3. The soldiers didn't know
A. who was the general

B. who was Washington
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' (5 What the general was
D. the man’x was Washington
4. The corporal was .

- A too little to do the heavy job
B. too weak to help his men
C. feeling that he was such an officer that he was ashamed of

giving help

D. too shy to do a kindness

5. The little corporal felt  when he knew it was Gener‘al
Washington who was standing before him.
A. glad
B. proud
C. sorry p
D. mad



A Famous Name

Some names have become famous because they are always asso-
ciated with important things. One of these names is that of Alfred No-
bel (fuf {# 471] « 1#; D1 715) , who established the famous Nobel Prize.

Nobel was born in sweden in 1833. He became an engineer and
an inventor. He was particularly interested in explosives (4 #4).
These wetre very dangerous in those days,and Nobel's own brother
was killed in an explosion in their factory.

In 1867 Nobel invented dynamite (/%Y ). This was a very
powerful explosive, but unlike the others it was safe to handle. The
invevtion made Nobcl a very wealthy man.

However.he was never particularly hapoy. He realized that his
mvention was being used for warlike purposes.and that thousands
and perhaps hundreds of thousands were being killed and injured in
wars with his explosives.

When he died in 1896 he left over £ 3 miilion to be spent on
setting up five prizes each year. These prizes were to be given to peo
ple who had made outstanding contributions to peace,to science and
to literature.

These Nobel Prizes became famous and because of them we still

remember the name of Nobel.
True or false

( ) L The famous Nobel Prizes were established by a
Swedish engineer and physicist named Alfred No-
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bei.

) 2. Nobel was unhappy because he discovered that the ex-
plosives he invented were used to kill and injure
people in wars.

)3. The Nobel Prizes consist of three kinds of prizes.

)4. People who have made outstanding contributions to pea-
ce,to science and to literature can be awatrded the
Nobel Prizes.

)5. Only a few people know about the Nobel Prizes.



More Abount Madam Curie

Marie was born in 1867 she lived in Poland, where her tather
was a teacher. when Marie was guite voung.she loved nothing better
than to spend hours reading books. But she was thin and weak ,so her
mother often asked her to leave her lessons and piay out in the sun.

Marie's mother dicd when she was only ten. From then on,
Marie knew that she would have to work hard at her lessons if she
wanted to be successful in her life. She studied very hard and won top
honours at her sehool

Marie and her clder sister thought about studying in France. It
seemed difficult for their father to get enough money to send them
there.

It was Marie who thought of a planshe thought that she would
teach at home and send her money to her elder <ister. Marie's sister
promised that after studving in Paris.she would get money and send
it to Marie for her to study there.

Marie worked very hard for six years to pay for her sister's
studies. At last her sister was married and could not give her much
help.

Again Marie worked. she studied in a small room without heat or
light. sht lived on bread and tea most of the time, but all she ever
thought about was her mathematics and science.

[t was in Paris that she met and married Picrre Curie.

Together they made their ¢xperiments in an old wooden house
that was too cold and damp to their health. They knew that some ecle-
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ments in the world had a strange power that could go through other
objects. They bclieved that it must be a new element that could give
out radiation.

For four years they tried experiments. Then they found some-
thing which they called radium. Ith power wa.s'very much greater
than the power of other elements.

The Curies were given the Nobel Prize for their great discovery,
but they were too ill to go to stockholm ( B 4 B /K ) to receive it.
They used the money for their further experiments in the uses of ra-
dium.

After Pierre died , c<he continued their work and made many
more important discoveries. Inl1911, she received another Nobel
Prize. Marie Curie discovered a hidden power and gave it to the

world. It was this same power .however.that killed her in 1934.
True or false

() 1. As a child,Marie loved everything except reading books.

()2 Marie's mother wanted her to play out in the sun in order to
improve her health.

() 3. Marie used to work hard at her lessons and was always among
the best students at her school.

() 4. Marie and her elder sister studied in France at the same
time.

()5 The Curies knew some elements in the world had a strange
power of traveling through other objicts.

( )6. They got only one Nobel Prize for their discoveries.
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