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An Opening Statement

“The sun rises from the southeast, just like coming from underground--+-

When the morning sun rises gradually in the east of the world, we think a lot when we
ponder over the famous poem of the greatest poet in Tang Dynasty, Libai, “Travel with the
Sunrise” once again at this special moment of history. As the scholars of philosophy in
China, we can’t help admiring the lofty sentiments of human beings to pursue the sun and
embrace light and realizing the great charm of the east nous’ abilities of rational thinking
and creation! Human beings adore the sun because the sun masters and renews everything
of the world; human beings adore nous because it is the source of the starlight in the sky of
thoughts. Just because of our seeking for the sun, hunger for nous and expectation for
creation, we originate Journal of Chinese Society for Philosophy of Technology(CSPT),
Research in Philosophy and Technology, and make it embody “the philosophic thinking in
the era of technology”.

Technology, a category of philosophy of technology which we may be very familiar
with , but may not really understand, make many scholars who devote everything to engage
in the research crazy for it. Heretofore, people hold various ideas about its essential
properties, characters for cognition, rules of development, values embodiment, ethic
stipulations and so on. Because of Multiple Factor Characteristic of technology, it is the
non-easy thing to define it. (Frederick. Ferre, the famous postmodernism philosopher of
USA), it has become the common sense of the scholars of philosophy of technology. But
during the process of changing nature, society and human beings themselves, more and
more scholars became concerned and accept the instrument value and humanistic value of
technology. Whereas technology has entered into every aspects of human life, and
“reining” human beings, can we say technology is the way of existence of human beings

and the essence of technology is creation?
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Philosophy, probing into superorganic, is different from other concrete branches of
science in its properties, objects, functions etc. Although the research of philosophy has
gone through over 3, 000 years, there is still more to be explored. We can’t reach an
conclusion that the theory of philosophy is immature, just on the opposite, it shows us
the maturity of the subject of philosophy. Just like the idea made by the contemporary
philosopher Feng Youlan , philosophy is a kind of knowledge that can make human beings
be human beings instead of certain kind of human beings. Philosophy is the wisdom to
understand and harmonize the relationships between human beings and nature, human
beings and society, human beings and history, human beings and culture and one and the
others. It is a kind of wisdom which makes people be themselves and lofty and fulfills the
entire and free development. _

Although there seems like few common sources between 't.echnology and philosophy,
in fact there are a lot of connections between them. Of cause, it is improper to regard the
relationship between them too directly and closely, to aggrandize the effect of philosophy
on the invention and development of technology is more improper. But the subtle interre-
lations between them indeed exist, transact and harmonize through certain media. The
progress of technology drives the development of philosophy. With the character of col-
lectivity, fundamentality and universality, philosophy imposes effects on technology from
two sides. On one hand, technology itself embodies complicate philosophy problems; one
the other, philosophy regard thinking of technology as its responsibility with the character
of questioning. Heidegger had noted, “The technology and metaphysics contain each other,
and technology may well be termed ‘the metaphysics of times of atom’ . The essence of
technology era is not technological. It waits thinking deeply. ” Philosophy of technology
came into being because of the special relationship between philosophy and technology.
Although after over 100 years development, great achievements have been made in the
philosophy of technology, we are sure that there are still many truth to be found, we just do
and only can approach the final truth gradually. There is still a long way to go to grasp the
relation between them philosophically. '

The research of technology and philosophy embodies two meanings. One is to carry
forward the instrument value and humanistic value of technology by using the special
wisdom of philosophers to rethink on technology. Another is , with the unique talents of
technological scientists and engineers, to create and rethink technology, and to provide
valuable nourishment for philosophy research. It is a grand career which need not only
efforts of predecessor, but also need more efforts of later generations. It is the common

responsibility of philosophers, technological scientists, engineers and even social public to
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accomplish this holy historic task. It is the social responsibility for all the people who are
reasonable and in pursuit of development of science.

The aim of originating Research in Philosophy and Technology is to adhere to the
creed of academic research, “giving prominence to the character of this subject, enforcing
basic research, focusing the practice application”. we will try our best to-make this journal
an academic channel to rethink technology and the relationship between technology and
philosophy with the global view and scientific thought. It also will be a creative field for
communicating information, enlightening thoughts, researching science and exchanging
achievements of all national philosophers, engineers and technological philosophers of all
the world. As the originators of Research in Philosophy and Technology, we take on double
responsibilities. We must both provide a pinnacle forum for learned and famous techno-
logical philosophers to promulgate ideas and educate future talents and found an academic
field for elegant and talent young people to show their personal elegance and discuss their
new ideas. We must both reflect the first research achievements generally in China and
comment the new trends of foreign philosophy of technology collectively. We must both
focus on the basic theory research and practice application and devote our mind to form and
develop the characters of the subject of philosophy of technology. With these double ef-
forts, we fulfill the system functions of exchanging science and serving for society and to
make it a pinnacle forum for creating national philosophy of technology and a window for
exchanging with foreign countries.

As the originators, we clearly know that learning is the free space for human’s talents
and spiritual accomplishments; we clearly know that learning is the holy hall for human’s
intellects and free spirits; we clearly know that learning is the grand career with great
width and depth and developing with time; we clearly know that learning need the spirits of
diligentce and serving for the others of all the scholars in the same camp. Although we are
short of prominent intelligence and wisdom and enough money, we still believe the Chinese
proverb “spare no effort in the performance of one’ s duty, to end of one’ s days” as our
motto all our lives.

In the famous Confucian work Zuo Zhuan in the Spring and Autumn Period in Chinese
hi'story, there are “three things immortal in ancient days - establishing virtues,
achievements and statements whose historical values and practical meanings are still be
cherished by us. As long as we can hold the motto, “learning more, questioning more,
thinking cautiously, distinguishing wisely and practicing honestly” (Li Ji, Zhong Yong ),
and accomplish the“three establishing things”, with the insistent ardor, active try and

driving momentum, we definitely believe that we will win the lasting glory of the career of
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* research in technology and philosophy”. The ancient orientation , the place of sunrise and
the vast ocean of human thoughts, will melt different ideas together and create new

thoughts for ever!
Honorary Director of EditorialCommittee: Chen Changshu

Director of Editorial: Chen Wenhua
Chief Editer: Chen Fan
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