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Development of the Automobile

LI Talking Face to Face

Dialogue 1 At the 4S Store

Assistant (A): Good morning, sir. Can I help you?
Customer (C): I'd like to buy a car. Recommend one for me?

A:
C:
Az

0

Is it for personal or business use?

1t’s for personal use. Would you tell me some more details?

‘With pleasure. foy not go to the showroom? I'll show you around. We have many
models displayed there.

: Great! Let’s go!

: Look! All our new models are on show here. I think there is one type that suits you.
: T hope so.
: Sir, how about this one? This car has excellent safety features, like the dual air bags

and ABS brakes. Compared to the old types, this type has got improved in exterior
design and tint. It offers high level of comfort and eye-catching styling. And some
optional equipment is also offered.

C: It looks really nice! But I'm afraid I can’t afford that.

Al

Oh, how about that yellow one? It has the characteristics of small voluine, stable
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property, safety and reliability, low fuel consumption, long life in service. Besides,
the price is moderate.

C: It’s quite good. But I prefer the white color.

A: Oh, the white ones of this type are out of stock. Can you wait?

C: OK, if not waiting for a long time.

A: It wouldn’t keep you waiting for more than one week. Please fill in this form, and I'll
call you as soon as possible.

C: All right! Thank you for your help.

A: My pleasure.

Task: Recommend some Chinese handicrafts to a foreign visitor.
Dialogue 2 At the 4S Store

Customer (C): I want to buy this car. Can you give me a discount for it?

Assistant (A): Here are our latest price sheets. Our price is without further discounts.

C: Come on. Bring down the price just a little. You know, I can buy this car in another
store, but I prefer to buy it with you if you will lower the price a little for me.

A: Well, I do have to meet a quota in order to get my commission. OK. I will take off
500 yuan. How does that sound?

C: Oh, no. I was thinking maybe more than that? Something like 2,000?

A: Please. That’s too much. Reducing 1,000 yuan is our bottom line. This quota has
minimized our room for profits.

C: OK. I can settle for that.

Task: You want to buy a computer and ask for a discount.
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BT\ Maintaining a Sharp Eye

Passage 1

Automobile History

The automobile as we know it was not invented in a single day by a
single inventor. The history of the automobile reflects an evolution that took
place worldwide. It is estimated that over 100,000 patents created the modern
automobile. However, we can point to the many firsts that occurred along the
way. Starting with the first theoretical plans for a motor vehicle that had been
drawn up by both Leonardo da Vinci and Isaac Newton.

In 1769, the very first self-propelled road vehicle was a military tractor
invented by French engineer and mechanic, Nicolas Joseph Cugnot (1725-1804)".
Cugnot used a steam engine to power his vehicle, built under his instructions at
the Paris Arsenal by mechanic Brezin. It was used by the
French Army to haul artillery at a whopping speed of
2'%, mph on only three wheels. The vehicle had to stop
every ten to fifteen minutes to build up steam power.
The steam engine and boiler were separate from the
rest of the vehicle and placed in the front. The following
year (1770), Cugnot built a steam-powered tricycle that
carried four passengers.

The Importance of Nicolaus Otto”

One of the most important landmarks in engine
design comes from Nicolaus August Otto who in 1876
invented an effective gas motor engine®. Otto built the
first practical four-stroke internal combustion engine
called the “Otto Cycle Engine”, and as soon as he had
completed his engine, he built it into a motorcycle.
Otto’s contributions were very historically significant,
and it was his four-stroke engine that was universally
adopted for all liquid-fueled automobiles',

The Importance of Gottlieb Daimler

In 1885, Gottlieb Daimler (together with his

design partner Wilhelm Maybach) took Otto’s internal
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combustion engine a step further and patented what is generally recognized
as the prototype of the modern gas engine”. Daimler’s connection to Otto
was a direct one; Daimler worked as technical director of a company, which
Nicolaus Otto owned in 1872. There is some controversy as to who built the first
motorcycle — Otto or Daimler.

The Importance of Karl Benz'

In 1885, German mechanical engineer, Karl Benz
designed and built the world’s first practical automobile
powered by an internai-combustion engine. On January
29, 1886, Benz received the first patent (DRP No.
37435) for a gas-fueled car. It was a three-wheeler. Benz
built his first four-wheeled car in 1891. Benz & Cie., the
company started by the inventor, became the world’s
largest manufacturer of automobiles by 1900. Benz was
the first inventor to integrate an internal combustion
engine with a chassis — designing both togetherm

New Words and Expressions

reflect /ri'flekt/ v Bk, R4t

estimate /‘estimert/ v. &, 4, R

patent /'peaetant/ n. LA, EHI; FTIE
v. BAF- & & F)

evolution /i:va'lu:fan/ n. #A, Hwi; K&

vehicle /'vitikl/ n. RABLR, i

propel /pra’pel/ v. i, 1A

power /'paua/ v. o AN E, BT

haul /ha:l/ v ¥, R, #

artillery /a:'tilery/ n. [ &R KM ; [the~] & (3REL)

whopping /Awppiry/ a. EXé&y; EFH

Notes

[1] Nicolas Joseph Cugnot: B &4 f - 29 &F X - ¥ (1925—1804), ZEEHEK,
[2] Nicolaus August Otto: J& & 324 - —% #,ﬁfr %« i (1832—1891 ), fEE T2,
BB — & BB 2R LAY 4 MR IEIR R L,
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[3] One of the most important landmarks in engine design comes from Nicolaus
August Otto who in 1876 invented an effective gas motor engine.

R AFHWEFEN—REXIRFRARTEY - RSHHE - Lisk
1876 X8 T —#F S #y i AL,

. A4 FIEEHK, Bl One of the most important landmarks in engine design,
18 i & comes from, & H M T who 5| 9 1 & & M A, i S 1114
Nicolaus August Otto.

- [4] Otto’s contributions were very historically significant, and it was his four-stroke
engine that was universally adopted for all liquid-fueled automobiles.

R RBEOTREAHGXEL, EFARERKGAET, bR E
A ERA

H A liquid-fueled 24417 + i B0 RAMIEG5H, 2R{LIA93E4 mass-produced K&
A= H), self-educated H22ALA#Y, battery-powered FHHL b fibel 9%,

[5]In 1885, Gottlieb Daimler (together with his design partner Wilhelm Maybach)
took Otto’s internal combustion engine a step further and patented what is generally
recognized as the protdtype of the modern gas engine.

IR 18854, RAFAIA - WIS Ao it E SR - 1 S L35
BRI — T AR, HIREA], R A R ARSI R
M, -

B 5 take... a step further “¥§f— KJE” ; be recognized as ... “BEIA N E"

[6] Karl Benz : -F 4 - A% (1844—1929), 7E8EZEZ MBS —HIIKEAF K
AT —, BRRELLMEREZ —, AK “HEZR”

[7] Benz was the first inventor to integrate an internal combustlon engine with a
chassis — designing both together.

PR ARRE-ANFABRRE RARTESE—RULAA,

Exercises |

@ Complete the following sentences according to the text.

1. The history of the automobile reflects an that took place
worldwide.
2.1t is estimated that over 100,000 created the modern

automobile.
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3.1In 1769, the very first road vehicle was a military tractor
by French engineer.

4. Tt was used by the French to haul ata
whopping speed of 21/2 mph on only three wheels.

5. Otto built the first four-stroke internal
engine called the “Otto Cycle Engine”.

6. Daimler worked as director of a company.

7. It was his engine that was universally adopted for all liquid-

fueled automobiles.

@ Fill in the blanks with the proper words and expressions given below,
changing the forms if necessary.

take place estimate power

invent |

haul create separate occur

1. The book the author’s own thoughts on the matter.

2. I asked the building company to the costs of the repairs to the
roof.

3. They agreed to establish a working party to a formal
agreement.

4. Mr. Smith, a very imaginative writer, many enduring
characters in his novels.

5. We have never discovered what between them that night.

6. Mr. Booth several devices for making daily chores easier.

7. We have to sift through the application forms very carefully to
the wheat from the chaff.

. Cugnot used a steam engine to his vehicle.

10.

. Raised for its milk, meat and hide, the reindeer is also used to

things from place to place.

Within a given year, a maximum of seven eclipses can , either

four solar and three lunar, or five solar and two lunar,
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@D Translate the following names of cars into Chinese.

1. Benz 2. Volkswagen
3. Golf 4. BMW

5. Grace 6. Porsche

7. Audi 8. Opel

Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. The automobile was not invented in a single day by a single inventor. The history
of the automobile reflects an evolution that took place worldwide.

2. The vehicle had to stop every ten to fifteen minutes to build up steam power. The
steam engine and boiler were separate from the rest of the vehicle and placed in
the front. »

3. Otto built the first practical four-stroke internal combustion engine called the “Otto
Cycle Engine”.

4. German mechanical engineer, Karl Benz designed and built the world’s first
practical automobile powered by an internal-combustion engine in 1885.

5. Benz received the first patent (DRP No. 37435) for a gas-fueled car. It was a three-
wheeler.

Translate the following sentences into English.
L X MRER2EARE, THRESVMERRBEEYN,
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2 EREFHAETRMT ARNER, T OB TR, £MFEE
Byt

3. EhIREM AT R NE SN, FhMma—A/NyBRIPRST .

4. MMRERESIAEE, BEZFPHNRISEL

5. BREHIBFRE, RIWUMAREIER TIE,

Passage 2
Transport by Road-Automobiles

The automobile is an important means of personal transportation for millions
of people all over the world. It is the main form of transportation in America. In
the mid-1990s, the United States had a production capacity of some 13 million
cars and trucks each year. Motor vehicles affect American life so much that
the average American household owns about two cars, and one in every seven
American jobs is related to the automabile.

The gasoline automobile first appeared in Germany, and automotive
production on a commercial scale began in France towards the end of the 19th
century. During the first half of the 20th century, the United States established
the leadership position in automobile production, in part because Henry Ford
introduced the assembly line of mass production in the automobile industry,
and General Motor Corp., founded by William C. Durant, provided the
organizational pattern for producing large-scale motor vehicles. In the 1980s,
however, Japan surpassed the United States to take the first place among motor
vehicle manufacturers.



