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PREFACE

I have been hoping to edit a picture album of Liaodong Bay spotted seal
for a long time. I simply want to tell people all over the world as well as
locals and my countrymen that there are some spotted seals inhabiting my
hometown, Liaodong Bay of the western Pacific, which were usually thought
to only inhabit the polar regions. I consider these spotted seals my friends

and am willing to share their beautifulness with more people.

I was born in Liache Valley, and love the field, rivers, wet land and
sea here. I had opportunities to visit the spotted seals in the near-empty
Liaohe Estuary long ago. In the 1980s, I once, departing the fishing port
of Xiaodaozi, went to Mentougangzi to catch clam. When we passed through
Liudaogou waters, we disturbed the spotted seals ashore, which jumped into
the sea with loud splashes. My companion, who began fishing in the 1960s,
told me that in the 1960s-70s there were many barracudas that were 2/3 meter
long in the Liaohe Estuary, and many spotted seals. Mr Liu Zeting, expert
on fish and wild goose culture, once told me the legends of fur seal acting

as doorkeeper and seals grinding their teeth.

Because of marine pollution, exploration and exploitation of oil fields,
port construction, mudflat aquaculture, especially over-hunting by humans,
the number of spotted seals decreased from nearly 10, 000 to less than 2, 000.
This only marine pinniped mammal that inhabit in China's waters is in an
endangered state. In March 2007, 1 and some volunteers set up an NGO that
aimed to give publicity to and protect spotted seals in the Liaodong Bay
and their habitat, thus helping these cute spotted seals to inhabit the
mouth of the Liache River forever. Since then, we have assisted the fishery
administration in rescuing 25 spotted seals cubs and 9 finless porpoises.
Through various media, we have made people aware of these cute creatures

that inhabit the mouth of the Liaohe River.

The spotted seals began to inhabit the mouth of the Liache River earlier
than human beings. When we exploit energy resources, expand transportation
and develop ourselves, we must leave enough living space for the original
inhabitants. This should be our way to show respect for nature and life. To
protect spotted seals and their habitat is to protect our own earth and

home.

1 am grateful to leaders at various levels in my hometown for their

supporting the protection of the spotted seals and their habitat; to
Panshan County Fishery Administration Station for their providing me
long-term assistance of various kinds; to Han Jiabo, vice president of
Liaoning Ocean and Fisheries Science Research Institute, Mr Ma Zhigiang and
Mr Lu Zhichuang of the above-mentioned institute for their professional
guidance: to media both at home and abroad and other NGOs for their covering
and attention to spotted seals in Liaodong Bay and Panjin Protecting
Spotted Seals Volunteers Association: to Mr Gu Hongwang, Mr Liu Jie, Mr Xia
Jianguo, and Mr Liu Chunxi for the nice pictures they provide: to Mr Li Yue,
inspector of Panshan County Fishery Administration Station, who works in
Liudaogou, the habitat of spotted seals, for his design of this album; and
to Mr Guo Xingquan, chairman of the board of Panjin Hengtai Real Estate
Firm, who has been my bosom friend since our childhood, for his support of
the publication of this album I am especially grateful to all volunteers

that protect the spotted seals, who companion and encourage me most.

Tian jigaang
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CLASSIFICATION AND STATUS OF SPOTTED SEALS
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5t 5 Animalia
i7: BRI Chordata
2. i FL 4 Mamma |l ia
B: ®/AE Carnivora
TH: ﬁ’EEﬂEE Pinnipedia
#:  iBHF  Phocidae
B: BHE Phoca
Fh: Hig3 P. largha
PVES
Phoca |argha
Pallas, 1811
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