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Foreword

Although it has never been a policy of the Orientalia Division to devate
a major portion of its efforts to the collection of rarities, a considerable
number of rare Chinese works have over the years been.added to its hold-
ings. TIn general, the division cénsiders-both printed books and manu-
scripts dated prior to the establishment of Manchu rule (1644) to be “rare’’;
but i some cases—such as works proscribed by the ruling dynasty, works
bearing handwritten annotations by celebrated scholars, or works which
. bear the seals of {amous collectors—titles published later than 1644 may
_ also be considered to merit special attention and treatment.

Almost 20 years ago Dr. Arthur W. Hummel, who in 1954 retired from
his post as Chief of the Orientalia Division, conceived the plan of making
known to scholars throughout the world, by means of a descriptive boek
catalog, the rare Chincsc works held by the Library of Congress. To carry
out this plan, Mr. Wang Chung-min of the National Library of Peiping
was invited to0* join the staff of the division. For a number of years Mr.
Wang has been widcly known for scveral valuable indexes compiled cither
by him or under his direction, in particular thc Ch'ing-tai win-chi p‘ien-mu
fén-lei so-yin (Classified Index of Writings in Collections by Authors of the
Ch'ing Period), 1935; the Kno-hsiich lun-win so-yin (Index to Periodical Ar-

ticles on Chinese Studics), 4 vols., 1931-36; and the Win-hsiieh lun-win
soén (Index to Periodical Articles on Literature), 3 vols., 1932-36.  After
leaving Peiping, Mr. Wang spent several years in the employ of the Bib-
liothéque Nationale in Paris, where he prepared catalogs of the two Pelliot
collections, of the *'rubbings’ or ink squeezes of inscriptions, and of the
-manuscripts brought to Patis from the Tun-huang caves in Kansu Province.

Funds from the Rockefeller Foundation, made available through the
- American Coungil of Learned Societies, enabled the Library to employ Mr.
Wang in September 1939. He immediately set to work identifying and
describing those Chinese works which he considered rare. Work on the
catalog progressed steadily, and by the latter part of 1942 attempts were
being made to find a suitable means of publication. . Since it is both diffi-
cult and costly to set Chinese type in the United States, it was decided that
the catalog could best be printed from type i China. - Mr. Wang retutned
to China with the manuscript after the end of World War II; and arrange-
-ments for carrying out the plan for publication were made with the National
Peking University Press in 1948, Before publication had been completed,
however, the Communisc conquest of mainland China tovk place. Since
that time the Library has'had no communication cither with the University
Press or with Mr. Wang. :



Before Mr. Wang returned to China a microfilm copy of his work was
- made 2s an-insurance against loss. When it became clear that the original
plans for publication could not be carricd out, the Library invited Dr. T,
L. Yuan, formerly Director of the National Libracy of Peiping, to edit the
. manuscript for publication and to revise and supplement it as scemed ap-
propriate. Working from'" enlargement prints made from the microfilm,
Dr. Yuan brought the style of the notices into greater uniformity, eliminated
from them some quotations Mr. Wang had made from published sources,
and arranged. the entrics within the framework of the standard Chinese
fourfold classification. Dt. Yuan also inscribed the Chinese title which
appears on the cover. , . -

The text of the revised manuscript was transcribed for offsct publication
by Mr. Kai-hsien Liu. The author and title indexes were compiled and
transcribed by Dr. John T. Find. ‘ .

Of the 1,777 works described in this catalog, 1,518 are imprints of the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)." Eleven of the items were printed during the
Sung Dynasty (960-1279); thesc include 4 historical texts, 4 Buddhist
sutras, and 3 works in the ficld of belles-letttes. The catalog also includes
onc work, an herbal, printed during the Chin Dynasty (1115-1234), and
14 printed during the Yiian (1260-1368). Scventy itcms publishced ducing
the Ch'ing Dynasty (1644-1912) were for one reason or another included.
The remainder comprisc manuscripts (140 items, including 8 Tun-huang
scrolls); Korean printings of Chinesc texts (11); Japanesc printings of
_ Chinesc works (11); and one rubbing., o ,
- Although the works described in this catalog may not, except in certain
rarc instances, be sent out of the Library of Congress on interlibragy loan,
_ any of them may be consulted under supervision in the Oricntalia Division,
and microfilm or photostat reproductions of any work described hete, or
of 'any part of it, may be made by the Library of Congress Photoduplica-
tion Servicc at its currencly published rates. Estimates of cost may be

obtained by writing to the Photoduplication Service.
- Since correspondence reveals that some persons have confused the works
described above with another Chinese rare baok collection of which the
Library of Congress posscsses only a microfilm reproduction, it should be
pointed out that the material described in this catalog is quite distince
from that contained in the 1,074 recls of microfilm labelled **Rare Books
National Library of Peiping.” Positive copies of those films, together
with a film reproduction of a title catalog and s set of descriptive notices,
also may be purchased from the Photoduplication Scrvice. The catalog
published here, however, like the Catalog of Chinese Local Histories in the
Library of Congress, compiled by Chu Shih-chia and published by the Library
in 1942, describes only those rare items which the Library possesses in
* their original form. . ' . L

. Eowin G. Bsay, Jr.,
Heqd, Chinese Section,
Orientalia Division,
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