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Universities and colleges are the purest spiritual homes for human
beings. In addition to the common characteristics of being ivory
tower, they also have their representative architectural landscapes
that people take delight in taking about and the students yearn

for. The King's College Chapel at Cambridge University, the Infinite
Corridor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the Boya Tower at
Peking University, the Second Gate of Tsinghua University...The reason
why these architectures people often hear and well remember are
regarded as symbols is that they are historic, positive and poetic
places where the spirits of the campus gather.

UNIVERSITY ARCHITECTURE

INTRODUCTION
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At the present time, China’s university construction is entering a high-
speed development period. Universities and colleges are not merely
education bases for talents fraining. With the constant development of
informationisation, the learning-based society and the life-long leaning
frends, they have already become the public complexes which play a
more and more important role in the society. In the reaction with cities
and the society, universities and colleges need to constantly improve
their disciplinary framework and timely supplement their architectures,
facilities and equipments to adapt to the rapid development. The
book University Architecture, which includes more than 40 latest and
most excellent contemporary university buildings, is born just against
this background.

These projects are divided into several chapters in the light of the “body
structure”, comparing exchange centre to “face”, memorial hall to
“heart”, library to “brain”, research institute to“nerves”, comprehensive
building to “body” and “four limbs”, student dormitory and dinning halll
to “intestines and stomach”. At the end of the book, there is Code for
University Campus Plan (Excerpt) in China. These serious information
and data provide effective and accurate reference for architectural
practitioners.

This book acknowledges the idea of “form follows function” while
presents the design concept of “peculiarity follows spirit”, for instance,
the contradictory massing arrangement of International Management
Institute; the mechanical atmosphere and the green pursuit of
Automotive Centre of Excellence; the romance, serenity of Poetry
Centre; the overwhelming artificial digital facades of On-Line Training
Centre,; the spatial alternation between the sunshine and shades

of Teacher Education School; the multi-interaction and the open
circulation space of Arts University; the rational, restrained spaces and
facades of Science University. How the spirit of each university finds its
expression in architecture is one of the highlights of this book.
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Located at one of the principal gateways to the Australian National University’s campus this
new building brings together three previously separate schools specialising in international
relations and comparative politics info a new purpose designed facility.

Internally a continuous loop plan on the upper levels subverts the conventional ‘institutional’
paradigm of dead ended corridor buildings. Offices requiring reflective work are located
around the perimeter while the more active programmes are positioned around the central
atrium space. Stairs and active programmes project out into the central space reinforcing a
sense of community and exchange.

The main public spaces are all located on the ground floor, extending the existing continuum
of teaching facilities and urban places across the campus.

Externally the building is expressed as an object in the round and marks the corner with a
stfrong hexagonal elevation and form. At a finer scale elongated grooves are cut into the
facade distorting the planar nature of the walls and deflating the heroic nature of the building.
This contradiction between the heroic and distorted is an attempt to represent the difficulties
in reconciling a seemingly pure encompassing idea with the complexities and prosaic realities
of the building, a challenge both for architects and students of international / relations.
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