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INTRODUCTION

”»

Photo Collection of Precious Cultural Relics of Qinghai Province” is an
important compilation of cultural relics reference, which contains twelve
parts, such as, painted pottery, bronze ware, bone objects, jade objects,
gold & silver objects, silk fabrics, rock painting, brick carving, stone carv-
ing, wood carving glazed porcelain and Tibetan Buddhism. The cultural relics
mentioned in this book, mainly unearthed ones and a few of relics collected in
museums, in date span a period of over five thousand years from the New
Stone Age until the Ming and Qing Dynasties. To those specializing in the
fields of history, arts, academic research and reference work, this book is a
rare and valuable masterpiece.

The book tells us that Qinghai Plateau has been a beautiful and lovely
place since the ancient time. A plenty of unearthed painted pottery, repre-
senting the prehistory, is the strongest evidence that over five thousand years
ago, people worked, lived and grew at this land. Qinghai plateau is the place
where people from various nationalities lived together. We can see different
cultures while viewing photographs of the cultural relics. The unearthed silk
fabrics reflect the Tibetan culture, the brick carving and wood carving reflect
the Temple culture, and a great deal of rock painting reflects the culture of
the nomadic nations. This land has a glorious past, a prosperous present and
a bright future. For a long time, the brave and hardworking people of this
land have been striving against the nature for a better life, They created not
only material wealth but also their own splendid national culture. At the

same time, they substantially introduced developed cultures from outside to



enrich their unique culture. As a result, their national culture became more
colorful and perfect.

“Photo Collection of Precious Cultural Relics of Qinghai Province” was
compiled with full and detailed reference, clear presenlation and plain lan-
guage. By reading this book, readers, including scholars both from abroad
and at home, will visually know this remote, unique and mysterious land.

That’s what we are aiming for.

Ma Lan
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