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Changing into an elegant black-and-white Isabel Toledo ( 5% 1
/R * F£3£ % ) dress from springy J.Crew pieces, Wednesday in London,
First Lady Michelle Obama showcased ( 7 ) her versatility (%24 % %)
and officially became one of the fab four of the political fashion world
in the modern era — joining Jacqueline Kennedy, French first lady
Carla Bruni-Sarkozy and Princess Diana.

Worn to Buckingham Palace on the Obamas' first overseas visit
since occupying the White House, her Toledo dress with full skirt
and tulle ( & %> ) underlay earned plaudits ( M ¥ ) precisely for its
understatement. For her first meeting with Queen Elizabeth, she
topped the sleeveless dress with a black cardigan ( & £ %2 ) and a
Jason Wu duchess-satin opera coat on the way in.

For dinner later, the cardigan came off — no international incident.
(Kennedy and the queen wore sleeveless gowns with gloves for their
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dinner in 1961.).Nor would it have been scandalous ( =
RS HY ) for the Obamas' informal meeting with the queen,
for that matter.

"There really aren't the same conservative old rules
now", British-born Avril Graham, executive fashion and
beauty editor at Harper's Bazaar, said.

Earlier in the day, at 10 Downing St., Obama exuded
( Z£4> 87~ ) youthful cheer in a J.Crew sparkling beaded
cardigan and skirt in icy-mint dotted jacquard that
subliminally ( T~ & iR # ) reinforced the administration's
message of "America's forward-thinking dynamism".

The quoted words, it must be said, are borrowed from an account of one of the
other first ladies' visits to London — in 1961, as written in Jacqueline Kennedy: The
White House Years.

But the consensus ( #if ) among Obama fashion pundits is that the kitten-heeled
shoe fits.

Drawing parallels, however, is not the same as equating. Obama already has
established her individuality through her fashion choices, but with a self-assurance and
far-reaching influence similar to her predecessors'.

Kennedy occasionally wore acid yellow, notably in Pakistan where sun-drenched
colors reign. But what dignitary besides Obama has successfully adopted the
treacherous shade as a signature, including in the Wu chartreuse silk crepe short-
sleeve sheath she wore upon arrival in England for the G-20 summit?

Pearls are part of the job description of just about every first wife. But Obama
paired hers with another of her signature accessories, a brooch, on the Thakoon ivory
tweed grosgrain-trimmed coat she wore before her costume change aboard Air Force
One. Some have said Coco Chanel — who advised "before you leave the house, remove
one thing" — would frown on this as excess. On the contrary, Graham says that Chanel
pioneered the wearing of costume jewelry in just this sort of fun, creative way.

In a stroke of designer diplomacy in 2008 at Buckingham Palace, Bruni-Sarkozy
wore dignified Dior — an established French label headed by a Brit ( & _A ), John
Galliano. Advancing her own domestic causes at Buckingham Palace, Obama chose
the Taiwan-born Wu and Cuban-born Toledo, designers who embody ( {4} ) both the
entrepreneurial and multicultural spirit of America. The J.Crew ensemble showed her
support of more affordable American fashion and the masses who wear it.

Like Princess Diana, Obama has become a fashion superstar in a realm ( 4535 ) not
known for trend setting, though it's worth noting this:

"The queen is also regarded as a bit of a fashion icon herself, someone who's kept



Obama's on the same track, epitomizing the high-low stylishness that many women
aspire to (783K ) right now.

For the real showcase showdown in fashion check in when the French and
American first ladies visit Strasbourg Cathedral in France. Bruni-Sarkozy didn't go to
London, so that offers the first glimpse of the two fashion darlings together.

Will one outshine ( ft3 ) the other, in the way that both tend to upstage (#653k)
their husbands at public appearances (as did Kennedy and Diana)?

Former supermodel Bruni-Sarkozy can be expected to look stunning in just about
anything. But if only one contemporary first lady can win a fashion-revolutionary war,
we're siding with ( 323F ) Michelle Obama.

JH# B 1% Michelle Obama ¥ 4 1)
First Lady Michelle Obama showcased her versatility and officially became one
of the fab four of the political fashion world in the modern era — joining Jacqueline
Kennedy, French first lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy and Princess Diana.
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The consensus among Obama fashion pundits is that the kitten-heeled shoe fits.
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Michelle Obama already has established her individuality through her fashion choices.
SKER /R & Fpi R EL AL T B ORI NS .

Pearls are part of the job description of just about every first wife.
JLFE—ArE—F AEERG ST MBI k.

Michelle Obama paired hers with another of her
signature accessories, a brooch.

KRB T —FE+2F D ARIERI R 1 —Ho%t,
Advancing her own domestic causes at Buckingham
Palace, Obama chose the Taiwan-born Wu and
Cuban-born Toledo, designers who embody both the
entrepreneurial and multicultural spirit of America.
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The J.Crew ensemble showed Michelle's support of more affordable American
fashion and the masses who wear it.
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Like Princess Diana, Obama has become a fashion superstar in a realm not known
for trend setting.
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Michelle Obama's Public Image X8R it 2A RIE %

MR & s S L o

Hey, Lucy, look. There are some pictures of First Lady Is this the Buckingham Palace?
Michelle Obama.

Right. This is President Obamas' first overseas visit. Oh. First Lady's dress is very elegant.

You bet. She has become one of the fab four of the What about the other three?

political fashion world in the modern era.

Jacqueline Kennedy, French first lady Carla Bruni- I think Michelle Obama already has

Sarkozy and Princess Diana. established her individuality through her
fashion choices.

Right. Michelle Obama epitomizes the high-low Like Princess Diana, Obama has become a

stylishness that many women aspire to right now. fashion superstar in a realm.

And she has a far-reaching influence similar to her I agree with that.
predecessors'.
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No other secretary of State has so focused on women's rights.
It's a powerful shift.

When Hillary Rodham Clinton traveled to Africa last month, she
visited war-racked eastern Congo to speak out against widespread
rape by militias ( E &= ). She choked up after meeting with two rape
( 38%F ) victims and promised more US help — $17 million for medical
treatment and security for victims.

Now she's taking the issue to the United Nations, where the US
is leading an effort to shore up a resolution to end sexual violence
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inst civilians during armed conflict ( & £ >4 € ). The Security Council passed
olution 1820 last year, but follow through is sorely ( JE% ) lacking.

- Women's rights are becoming a signature issue for America's top diplomat. In her
official travels, Mrs.Clinton talks with women, meets with female activists, and presses
the twin challenges of women's rights and abuse with political leaders. She wants US
development aid to focus more on women, and has appointed the first US ambassador
for global women's issues.

The Bush administration, too, championed women's rights, especially in Muslim
countries such as Afghanistan. But no secretary of State has sought to make women as
high a priority as Clinton is attempting. It's a potentially powerful shift, if she can pull it
off ( 23N ).

Obstacles abound, including the unruly thicket ( $& 4 & % ) of US aid programs.
But the greatest challenge is the deeply rooted culture in countries that oppress women
and girls — often violently and even to the point of (X% F2E ) enslavement, sexual
and otherwise. Honor killings, child brides, female infanticide — all of these accepted
customs need to be realized as unacceptable.

As it seeks to promote women's rights, the US faces a paradox ( 5F /& ) : The push
could backfire if it comes off ( & ¥ ) as a lecture or is perceived as another modern
Western idea that will cause societal upheaval ( E)ZE ). But Clinton is wisely framing the
issue in terms of countries' own interests.

Her pitch ( 5134 ) : Healthcare for women, especially maternal care, makes for
healthier children and families. Schooling for girls contributes to economic progress.
Microloans ( /)\ i £% X ) to women pay handsome dividends as women pay them off
and invest further in businesses and their families' welfare. (The majority of the world's
small-holder farmers are women.)

Some experts also see a link between the oppression of women and the problems
of extremism and terrorism.

"It is a very-well-researched fact that women are key to economic progress and
social stability," Clinton said in India this summer.

Global aid groups, the World Bank, the US military, and economists agree. "Gender
inequality hurts economic growth," reports Goldman Sachs.

Attitudes in male-dominated countries can change once men see the monetary
benefits of female empowerment. Writers Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn give
a convincing example of this in their new book, Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into
Opportunity for Women Worldwide.

They tell of Saima Muhammad, a poverty-stricken wife and mother near Lahore,
Pakistan, who suffered daily beatings from her jobless husband. For lack of food, she
had to send her daughter to live with an aunt. When her second child, a girl, was born,
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