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Unit one

Reading A

Tropical rain forests are
found in the Amazon region
of South America, Central
America, Africa, and South
and Southeast Asia. They are
very old, thick forests where it
rains more than 1.8 meters
per year. The oldest rain for-
est in the world is in
Sarawak. It is 10 million years
old. In rain forests, huge trees
45 meters high have their first
branches about 10 meters
above the ground. Below the
trees, there is another level of
plants—many kinds of small-
er trees, bushes, and flowers.
The Sarawak forest has 2500 different kinds of trees.

Each level of the rain forest is its own world. The lower level is pro-
tected by the trees above. The temperature and humidity (the amount of
water or moisture in the air) stay about the same in the lower level.
There is not much sunlight. In the upper level, the sun, rain, and wind
change the temperature and humidity often.

An amazing animal world lives in the upper level. There are mon-
keys , members of the cat family, birds, and insects such as bees, butter-
flies, and many kinds of flies. Other animals that usually live on the
ground also live here—mice, ants, and even earthworms.

This upper level of the forest is thick with plant life because the
trees are covered with other plants. Most plants get nutrients from the
ground through their roots. These plants in the upper level take their nu-
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trients from the trees they live on and from the other plants that die
there. v

The animals need “streets” so they can move along the upper lev-
el without going down to the ground. They make paths along the
branches of the trees. A researcher found a path that stretched for 18
meters in one tree.One kind of tiny ant makes a path only 3 millimeters
wide.

Now humans are destoying the earth’ s tropical rain forests. About
80,000 square kilometers are being destroyed every year. About 1/4 of
the destruction comes from people cutting down trees for fuel. Another
quarter is destroyed when people cut down trees to make grassland for
their cattle. ,

People cut down the rest of the trees so they can sell the wood or
start farms. Cities all over the world are growing and want huge build-
ings . For example, the Japanese used 5000 trees from the Sarawak rain
forest to build one tall building. If people continue to cut that many trees
in the Sarawak forest, all the trees will be gone in 8 years.

The world needs more food, and it seems like a good idea to clear
the rain forests and use the land for agriculture. Land that can support
these huge, thick forests must be very rich in nutrients. But it isn’t. This
is another surprising thing about rain forests.

Most of the land in tropical rain forests is very poor. The plants are
able to live because of all the dead leaves and other plant parts that fall
to the ground. This carpet of dead plants provides nutrients for the living
plants.

When the land-is cleared for agriculture, there are no longer any
plants left to die and provide nutrients for living plants. The cycle is bro-
ken. Agricuiture is unsuccessful because the land cannot support it.
Trees cannot grow again because the carpet of dead plants is gone.
The land becomes empty and useless.

Is this important? What does it matter to a Japanese businessper-
son, a French farmer, or an Arab student that people are destroying rain
forests thousands of kilometers away?

Do you ever take medicine? Do you wear running shoes? Do you
use envelopes when you mail letters? Rain forests make these things
possible.

Rain forests cover less than 6 percent of the earth’s area, but they
have 100,000 kinds of plants, probably half of all the kinds of plants on
the earth. Three-fourths of all known kinds of plants and animals call the
rain forest their home. Twenty percent of our different kinds of medicine



comes from rain forests. The glue on an envelope and in shoes comes
from tropical plants. Rain forests provide materials for hundreds of other
products.

Rain forests are also very important to the world’ s climate. The
Amazon rain forest alone receives about 30 to 40 percent of the total
rainfall on the earth and produces about the same percentage of the
world’ s oxygen (O) . Some scientists believe that the decreasing size of
rain forests will affect the climate on the earth, making it uncomfortable
or even dangerous for life.

Saving our rain forests is an intemational problem.One country,or [80
even a few countries, cannot solve the problem alone. The nations of
the world must work together to find a solution before it is too late.

(794 words)

New Words
1. tropical /'tropikal/ a. HHHY, AL TR, AT 7. moisture /'moistfo/ n. #i{E, B, B

fr%: ) 8. earthworm /'s6wamy/ n. Hfi5)|
2. Amazon /z'mozan/ n. NV LA [H7 T M ] 9. nutrient /'njutriant/ n. &L, EFY
3. region /'ridzan/ n. HUX , HbAF 10. carpet /'kapit/ n. HE, LB —FENEZRY
4. Sarawak /so'rawak/ n. PEFR[ZRFEW —H#  11. cyde /'saiklV n. FHA, JEIR

X] 12. rainfall /'reinfol/ n. ()&
5. bush /buf/ n. BEAR,BAM 13. oxygen /'sksidzan/ n. EX,%E
6. humidity /hju(:) 'miditi/ n. 85, EEE

True or False Questions

. Today you can find tropical rain forest in every continent.

. There is more change in weather in the upper level of a rain forest than in the lower.
. In the upper level, some plants support the life of other plants.

Most plants get nutrients through their branches.

. People destroy about 20,000 square kilometers of tropical rain forests every year.

. The land in tropical rain forests is very rich.

AN AW N~



Reading B

Roald Amundsen, a Norwegian, was the first person to reach the
South Pole. Robert Scott,who was English, arrived at the South Pole a
month after Amundsen and died on the retum joumey to his ship. Yet,
strangely enough, Scott became a hero, but Amundsen did not.

Captain Robert Scott (1868 — 1912) was an officer in the Egnlish
navy.He led an expedition to Antarctica in 1901 - 1904 for a British sci-

entific organization called the Royal Geographical Society. His group
traveled farther south than anyone else had ever done, and he gathered
information on rocks, weather, and climate, and made maps. When he
retumed to England, he was a national hero.

A few years later, he decided to organize another expedition. He
said he wanted to make a complete scientific study of Antarctica, but he
really wanted to be the first person at the South Pole. He took three
doctors, several scientists,and other men with him.

They sailed on a ship named the Terra Nova in June 1910, but
when they reached Australia, they leamed that Amundsen was also on
his way to the Pole.

Amundsen and Scott were very different from each other and made
very different plans. Amundsen planned everything very carefully. He
took sleds and dog teams as the great Arctic explorers did. Scott took
ponies (small horses) and a few dogs, but he planned to have his men
pull the sleds themselves for most of the trip. On other expeditions, as
some dogs became weak, the men killed them for food for themselves
and the other dogs. Amundsen did this too,and it helped him reach the
Pole, but later people called him “dog eater”. Scott would not eat
dogs, and this was one reason he died on this expedition.

There were other differences between the two expeditions. Amund-
sen sailed 1 0 0 kilometers closer to the Pole than Scott did . Scott also



had the bad luck of having very bad weather—days of blizzards and
strong winds. It was often —40°C (minus 40 degrees Celsius) .

Scott and his men built a building near the ocean’s edge as their
base camp and spent the winter there. They used sleds and ponies to
carry a ton of supplies farther inland to a place that they named the One
Ton Depot. When spring came, a few of the men started ahead of the
others with motorized sleds to leave supplies along the way. However,
after only a few days, the sleds broke down and the men had to pull
them.

A few days later, Scott started for the South Pole with a few men.
The whole joumey was very difficult. Scott and his men either walked
through deep snow or skied over ice and uneven ground. The climate
was too difficult for the ponies, and they all died. There were frequent
snowstorms. Sometimes the men couldn’t leave their tents for several
days because of blizzards.

When Scott was 260 kilometers from the Pole, he sent all but four
men back to the base camp. This was psobably his most serious mis-
take.He had a tent big enough for 4 people and only enough food and
fuel for 4, but now there were 5. Also, one man had left his skis behind
with some of the supplies. He had to walk in the ‘snow, and this slowed
down the whole group.

On January 17,1912, Scott and his men reached the Pole, only to
find a tent and the Norwegian flag. They were not the first people to
reach the South Pole. They had lost the race.

The next day, they started the 1300 - kilometer joumey back to their
base camp, pulling their heavy sleds full of supplies. The trip back was
worse than the trip on the way to the Pole. They became weak from
hunger. At times the whiteness everywhere made them blind. Their fin-
gers and toes began to freeze, and two of the men fell and injured
themselves. They never had enough fuel to keep wam in their tent.
They became exhausted, and it was more and more difficult to pull the
sleds.

Finally ,one man died. Then another became so weak that he knew
he was endangering the lives of the others. One night he left the tent
and never retumed. He walked out into the blizzard to die instead of
holding back the other three.

Every day Scott described the terrible joumey in his diary. On
March 21, the three remaining men were only 20 kilometers from the
One Ton Depot, but another blizzard kept them in their tent. On March
29,they were still unable to leave their tent.On that day, Scott wrote his




