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INTRODUCTION

THE GLOSSARY OF CHINESE ADULT EDUCATION
CONTAINS 133 VOCABULARY ENTRIES WHICH ARE
DIVIDED, ACCORDING TO THE TRADITIOCNAL CLAS-
SIFICATION, INTO SIX PARTS: GENERAL, PEAS-
ANTS’ EDUCATION, WORKERS’ EDUCATION, CAD-
RES’ EDUCATION, CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION,
AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS RUN BY SOCIAL
FORCES. IN THE PART OF GENERAL ARE TERMS
COMMONLY USED IN ADULT EDUCATION AND IN
THE FIVE OTHER PARTS ARE THOSE USED IN THE
THREE CATEGORIES OF EDUCATION AND EDUCA-
TIONAL MEANS.

THE GLOSSARY OF CHINESE ADULT EDUCATION
IS DESIGNED TO PRESENT SYSTEMATICALLY THE
EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES, POLICIES, GUIDE-
LINES, TYPES OF THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS AND TEACHING CONTENTS AS WELL AS
CHARACTERISTICS AND LAWS OF ANTI-ILLITERACY,



PRIMARY, SECONDARY AND HIGHER EDUCATION OF
ADULTS, THUS TO PROVIDE A GENERAL PICTURE,
BOTH IN HISTORY AND AT PRESENT, OF ADULT
EDUCATION IN CHINA.

THE COMPILATION OF THE GLOSSARY OF CHI-
NESE ADULT EDUCATION IS UNDERTAKEN BY THE
NATIONAL COMMISSION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBL-
IC OF CHINA FOR UNESCO WITH FINANCIAL SUPP-
ORT FROM UNESCO,

THE THREE APPENDICES TO THIS GLOSSARY
ARE AS FOLLOWS: INTRODUCTION TO THE TER-
MINOLOGY OF ADULT EDUCATION (CHINESE VER-
SION), FRENCH GLOSSARY IN THE TERMINOLOGY
OF ADULT EDUCATION (CHINESE VERSION) AND
ENGLISH GLOSSARY IN THE TERMINOLOGY OF
ADULT EDUCATION (CHINESE VERSION),

COMPILING GROUP FOR
THE GLOSSARY
OF CHINESE ADULT EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 1984
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PART 1
GENERAL
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ADULT EDUCATION

Adult education refers to the education of all
those who are engaged in productive work and
civil service, used today as a general term for
peasants’, workers’ and cadres’ education, The
relevant department in the Ministry of Education
adopted this term in 1982 as its name, that is, the
Department of Adult Education,

SOCIAL EDUCATION

By custom, education in China is divided into
three categories -- family education, school educa-
tion and social education, Family education mainly
consists of education to pre-school children and
teenagers; school education is beneficial to young
people; while social education, on the other hand,
is mainly directed at adults, The forms and contents
of social education are more extensive and varied,
In China, apart from classroom teaching in an
organized, planned and systematic way, the rapidly
developed libraries, museums. uewspapers and
magazines, literature and arts, cinernas and the-
atres, music and paintings, as well as reports and
lectures which are often organized by institutions
and PLA units, etc, have become important
components of social education, playing a significant
role in enriching the knowledge of the people,
When new China was first founded, there was a
department of Social Education established within
the Ministry of Education in the Central People’s
Government,
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WORKERS’ AND .PEASANTS’ EDUCATION

Workers’ and peasants’ education refers to
the education of workers and peasants as well as
cadres of worker or peasant origin, '

In December 1949, the Ministry of Education
convened the First National Conference on Educa-
tional Work, which stated that education should
lay its emphasis on serving workers and peasants
and schools should be open both to the children
of workers and peasants and to young workers and
peasants,.

As workers and peasants make up the main-
stream of adults and, to highlight the importance
of workers’ and peasants’ education, the term
was commonly used in the fifties and seventies as
the name of relevant bodies or institutions and in
formulating documents and compiling teaching ma-
terials,

SPARETIME EDUCATION )

It earns its name from learning knowledge
at sparetime after regular work time by workers
and peasants, To devote sparetime to study is the
main feature of adult education, Much attention
and support has been attached to this form: of
education by governments at different levels, The
use of this term showed that the stress was laid,
for a certain period of time, on the forms of
adult education, that is, to organize teaching
outside regular working hours, '
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COMMITTEE OF SPARETIME EDUCATION

FOR WORKERS

“Directive on the Expansion of Sparetime
Education to Workers” issued on June 1, 1950 by
the Administration Council of the Central People’s
Government stipulates “sparetime education to
workers is, at the central level, in the charge of
the educational department of the government,
while in factories and enterprises it is in the charge
of the workers’ unions; sparetime education com-
mittees at all levels shall be set up.” On January
24, 1951, the National Workers Sparetime Educa-
tion Committee was founded, with the mandate of
discussing and determining guideline, programmes,
curricula, expenditure and systems with respect
to sparetime education,

*‘WORKING COMMITTEE OF ANTI-ILLITERACY

In November 1952, the Committee of the
Central People’s Government decided at its 19th
plenary session to set up a Working Committee of
Anti-Illiteracy as the leading body of nationwide
anti-illiteracy activities, In May 1955, offices of
the working committees in provinces, prefectures,
municipalities and counties were integrated with
the cultural and educational administrative sectors
of the same level,
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ASSOCIATION OF ANTI-ILLITERACY

It is an effective way to mobilize and organize
efforts of the community and the people and to
assist the government in carrying out anti-illiteracy
programmes, On March 15, 1956, the National
Association of Anti-Illiteracy was built up with the
purpose of adapting to the needs of the socialist.
construction, mobilizing efforts from all walks
of life and fulfilling the task of anti-illiteracy
aceording to the national plan, It played an impor-
tant role in the upsurge of nationwide campaign
to eliminate illiteracy in the late fifties,

COMMITTEE OF SPARETIME EDUCATION

On January 16, 1960, the Central Committee
of the Communist Party and the State Council
decided to set up the National Committee of Spare-
time Education, as a governmental body within
the State Council to guide the national sparetime
education, with its working office located in the
Cultural and Educational Bureau of the State
Council, Corresponding committees were built up
subsequently in various provinces, autonomous re-
gions and municipalities and their working offices
located in and guided by departments and bureaus
of education of the respective provinces, autono-
mous regions and municipalities, Under the leader-
ship of the local governments at the same leved,
they were required to coordinate and cooperate
with the departments concerned,, making overall
plans and taking all factors into consideration,
with a view to promote sparetime education,
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COMMITTEE OF WORKERS’ AND PEASANTS’

EDUCATION

In 1978, committees were set up to guide
workers’ and peasants’ education in provinces,
autonomous regions, municipalities, prefectures
and counties following directives of the State
Council, These committees, guided by the govern-
ment at each’s respective level, play a coordinat-
ing role in its work with other departments
concerned,

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF WORKERS”

EDUCATION

Founded after the® “Decision on Reinforcing
Workers’ Education” was issued by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party and the State
Council in 1981, the National Administrative
Committee of Workers’ Education is a govern-
mental body in the State Council to guide the
work of werkers’ education throughout the coun-
try. Its functions are as follows: to formulate
major policies and principles, to elaborate nation-
wide unified plans, to check up on work carried
out and to coordinate the work of all sectors
concerned, At the same time, the committees are
required to be set up in the people’s governments
in various provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions so as to guide and coordinate workers’
education within their respective domuain,
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