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By Wang Xiu

Luoyang situated between the Yellow River and the Luohe River in Henan
province is well known in the world for its long history and splendid cul-
ture. For its important geographic location and beautiful environment, it
used to be the capital city of thirteen dynasties in ancient China. From here
the origin of Chinese civilization can be traced back to the prehistoric times.

What a pity is that so many magnificent ancient buildings in Luoyang
had fallen into ruin or lost at all forever due to the frequent warfare in
history. However, we are lucky to open a large treasure-house under the
vast Heluo (refers to the Yellow River and the Luohe River) land and un-
fold the long scrolls of history. The abundant artifacts unearthed from the
ancient sites and tombs are too numerous to enumerate. All of them have
mirrored the wisdom and crafts of ancient Chinese.

The Luoyang Museum is famous both at home and abroad for its large
collection of exquisite antiquities. The rich varieties of antiquities housed
in our museum include the grave and lofty bronzes of the Shang and Zhou
dynasties, the vivid pottery, the bright tricolored glazed pottery horses or
camels, the elegant gold and silver vessels, the delicate jades and so on.
These antiquities have offered us abundant precious materials to the study
of the history of technique and handicrafts in ancient China. We compile
this book including hundreds of selected exquisite antiquities collected in
our museum in order to give you an opportunity to appreciate the arts and
crafts of ancient times. We hope you will enjoy it!

Those who never came to Luoyang may come to know Luoyang by read-
ing the history books. If you come to Luoyang, you will have a good under-
standing of Luoyang by visiting our museum. I do believe that you will
know more and more about the development of the Chinese history as well

as the Heluo civilization.

Foreword
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Bronzes

The bronze is an alloy of copper and tin or lead. The emergence of bronzes in the Neolithic Age in China
marks the origin of Chinese civilization. Since the late Qing dynasty, Luoyang has yielded thousands upon
thousands of bronzes, so it is one of the important places where numerous large assemblages of bronzes are
unearthed in China. Some bronze slag, crucible and molten bronze residual were excavated in the sites of the
Longshan culture at Donggangou, Luoyang and Meishan, Linru in Henan province decades ago. In the Erlitou
culture period, bronzes were cast, which suggested that Luoyang is the earliest place ushered in the Bronze
Age in China. Later in the Shang and Zhou dynasties, Luoyang reached the summit of the bronze culture. The
bronze-casting industry began to decline gradually since the Qin and Han dyansties.

The Xia as the first dynasty in Chinese history established its capital at Erlitou, Yanshi. in present Luoyang.
Here unearthed are not only the bronze artifacts in the simple shapes but also the earliest bronze vessels and
gold-inlaid bronzes found so far in China. The bronzes excavated at the Erlitou site include bronze vessels as
Jue, Jia, He, Ding, weapons as Ge (dagger), Qi, arrowhead, implements as chisel, adz., awl, fishing hook,
knife and etc. Among which bronze Jue are about 20 in total. The thin-walled vessels in the complicated
shapes characteristic of Jue, Jia, bell of the Erlitou culture are cast with the section-mold technique. Compared
with those cast with the single-mold method or cast in bivalve or slightly more complex molds, the section-
mold casing had made unprecedented achievement. Judging from the technique, some bronzes are made by
one-piece casting, but some others made by precasting and casting-on. It is no doubt that the technique in the
Erlitou culture guided the development of the bronzes-casting in ancient China.

A turquoise- inlaid bronze plaque is one of the best bronzes unearthed in the Erlitou site in 1987. Its
openwork frame with animal-face motif is cast in advance and then hundreds of turquoise are inlaid in and
attached to the frame. This plaque can be rated as the gem of bronze art for its unique style. It is obvious that
the bronzes of the Erlitou culture don’ t represent the early technique of bronzes-casting at least. It is possible
that some primitive bronze vessels are made before the Erlitou period. In brief, the casting technique invented
in the Erlitou culture has laid a solid foundation for the development of the Shang and Zhou civilization.

The bronzes of the Shang dynasty unearthed in Luoyang are limited in terms of quantity. Most of them are
unearthed from the city site of the Shang in Yanshi, some others are from Yinchuan, Jianxi and so on. The
bronzes of the Shang dynasty include Zun with animal-face motif, Jia, Jue, Jue, knife, awl, arrowhead,
dagger, etc. The large Fanglei of the late Shang unearthed at Pangjiagou, Beiyao in Luoyang is decorated
with animal-face motif and dragon patterns and is the rare article of the bronzes of the Shang dynasty.

During the Western Zhou period, Luoyi, that is present Luoyang, was the eastern capital city. Here a large
assemblage of bronzes and a large-scaled bronze foundry of the Western Zhou have been found. It was
universally known that Ling Fangyi and Ling Fangzun were unearthed at Mapo, Luoyang in 1920" s. Since
the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in 1949, more than 800 tombs of the Western Zhou have been
found mostly in Tawan, Mapo, Xiaoli village, the Forestry School, Yangwen along both banks of the Chanhe
River. The tombs of the Western Zhou at Beiyao are extremely eye-catching for the spectacular bronzes. In

1960’ s, more than 300 tombs of the Western Zhou had been excavated, and a large quantity of bronzes
unearthed include food vessels like Ding, Gui, Yan, Li, wine vessels like Fangyi, Jue, Jia, Zhi, He, You with
a loop handle, Zun, water vessels like Hu, Pan, Yi. The delicately cast Fangding decorated with animal-face
pattern, large and grave, is a magnificent piece rarely seen in that period. In addition, some new types of
bronzes emerged, for instance, box-shaped vessel, spouted Zhi, base decorated with a double-faced figurine,
figurine-shaped axle cap and so on. Many bronzes as WangRen Gui, TaiBaoGou dagger, KangBo Hu-lid,
BaiMaoFu Gui, FengBo sword, ShiZhi You-lid, ShuZao Zun, ShaoBoHu Xu unearthed from the tombs of this
period at Beiyao had been engraved with inscriptions, which indicate that some persons named in the
inscriptions are the elite in the Western Zhou dynasty. In 1974, a large bronze foundry of the Western Zhou
dynasty with 20 square meters in area was found not far from the cemetery at Beiyao. Copper-smelting

furnace, blast facilities, mold-baking kiln, implements, and a large number of molds had been unearthed at



this foundry site. The excavation of this foundry site proved that the bronzes unearthed in Luoyang might be
cast right here in Luoyang and it filled in the gaps in the history of metallurgy in the Western Zhou dynasty.

Luoyang was the capital city of the Zhou in the Eastern Zhou period. In decades, nearly 1000 tombs of the
Eastern Zhou have been excavated by archaeological workers inside and outside the site of the capital city
and a great number of bronzes were brought to light. Generally speaking, the bronzes of the Spring and
Autumn period unearthed in Luoyang are characterized by the bold and redundant designs. In 1991, the
tombs of the Spring and Autumn period located within the site of the capital city yielded altogether about 40
bronzes like Ding, Fanghu, Pan, Zhou and the like. The QiHou Yu was unearthed near the Jinyongcheng site
in 1957. With the mouth diameter 70.5cm, it weighs 75 kg and is the largest bronze found so far in Luoyang.
It is assumed to be the trousseau offered by the Marquis of the state Qi to her second daughter Zhongjiang
who is going to marry the King of the Zhou based on the texual criticism. Most of the bronzes of the Warring
States period unearthed in Luoyang concentrated within the capital city site and in the royal cemetery of the
Eastern Zhou. The astonishing discovery of the excellent bronzes at the cemetery of the state Wei in Jincun,
Luoyang took place in the period of the Republic. In the book named “ream from the Ancient Tombs in
Jincun, Luoyang” , 328 various antiquities are recorded, in which 85 bronzes are inlaid with gold or silver.
It’s a pity that all of these bronzes are housed in oversea museums across the world. Speaking of the tombs
of the Warring States period located within the capital city site of the Eastern Zhou, the social status of the
occupant of a tomb is clearly indicated by the bronzes sets buried in his/her tomb. The bronzes set consisted
of 5 Ding and 4 Dou or Gui is very popular in this cemetery. For example, A tomb of the Warring States
period was excavated at the August First Road in Xigongqu, Luoyang in 1981. There were 5 Ding, 4 Dou, 16
chimes of bells and 4 Hu unearthed from this tomb. Two Hu wholly decorated with vivid phoenix patterns
and fighting scenes between man and tiger, leopard, deer, urus, winged animal can be rated as art treasure
made in the Spring and Autumn period. It is unprecedented that 147 bronzes were unearthed from the sacrificial
pits of the Warring States period south to Zhongzhou Road in Luoyang in 1982. In addition, the bronzes
inlaid with gold and/or silver were very popular in the Eastern Zhou period. The spouted Ding inlaid with
gold and silver was excavated in the Xigongqu, Luoyang in 1981 and it can rival those unearthed from the
Jincun in terms of technique and beauty.

The bronzes-making technique in Luoyang in the Western Han dynasty still manifests the unique local
taste, and the gold-plating technique is the outstanding one. A gilded bronze figurine with wings was unearthed
from a tomb of the Eastern Han dynasty in the eastern suburbs in Luoyang in 1987. Unique and vivid in
shape, this beautiful metalwork is so precious for its sculptural art. In general, the bronzes in the Han dynasties
came to decline, the old types and shapes of ritual vessels disappeared and the daily utensils became prevalent.
The bronzes from the tombs of the Han in Shaogou, Luoyang and some other places can be divided into such
types as Hu, Xi, garment hook, seal, Jiaodou, Boshan censer, lamp, crossbow trigger mechanism, mirror and
s0 on. So far at present, more than one thousand bronze mirrors have been excavated or collected in Luoyang.
Up to the Tang dynasty, the bronzes-casting technique nearly came to an end, but the bronze mirror attained
its zenith in technique and design. It is no doubt that such mirrors as mirror pasted and burnished with gold
and silver foil and mirror with pictorial designs decorated with shells can represent the highest technique of

mirror-making boom in the development history of mirrors in China.
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1.Turquoise-inlaid bronze plaque

The Xia dynasty (2070-1600 B.C)

Unearthed at the Erlitou site in Yanshi in the autumn of 1984

Height: 16.5cm, Width: 11cm

The plaque is shield-shaped and the surface is slightly projected. The
frame cast in advance is inlaid with hundreds of turquoise to form an

animal-face motif. It is the earliest inlaid-bronzes found so far in China.
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2.Jue with nipple patterns

The Xia dynasty (2070-1600 B.C.)

Unearthed at the Erlitou site in Yanshi in 1974

Height: 22.5cm

Length from spout to tail: 31.3cm

The vessel has a slender tubular spout and pointed tail, slender waist
and three tapered legs. Decorated with five-nipple patterns in the belly,

it is one of the earliest bronze wine vessels found so far in China.
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3.Zun with animal-face motif

The Shang dynasty (1600-1046 B.C.)

Unearthed from the city site of the Shang at Shixianggou, Yanshi in
1974

Height: 25¢cm, Mouth diameter: 20cm

The vessel has wide mouth, steep shoulder, bulgy belly and ring foot.
Both the shoulder and belly are decorated with animal-face patterns

composed of /eiwen bordered with tiny ring circles.



