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ABSTRACT

Alliance between countries is a recurrent phenomenon through-
out the history and reaches a new high especially after the 20th centu-
ry. In general, there are two aims of alliance between countries. One
is for seeking hegemony, such as Anglo—Japanese Alliance, German
—Italy—Japan Alliance and American— Japanese Alliance. The other
one is for maintaining own security, such as Anti— Fascist Alliance
and Sino — Soviet Union Alliance. These typical alliances’ develop-
ment and wrestle between with each other witness the history of in-
ternational relationship of the 20th century. From the view of history
development trend after the Second World War, these typical alli-
ances mention above must belong to traditional alliance and they only
played their key roles of contributing national development in a cer-
tain period.” However, limitations of traditional alliance for interna-
tional development can not be ignored. Therefore, after the Second
World War, alliance between countries began to emphasize more on
strategic cooperation, and strengthen it further now.

Anglo— Japanese Alliance ranks the first important alliance in
the 20th century, whose establishment upset the power balance be-
tween Far East and Europe, overturned the traditional British diplo-
matic strategy and precipitated the rising of Japan in Far East. Al-
though Japan defeated Russia with the aid from its alliance and rose to
a east Asia power with the maximum positive effects of alliance, the
historical limitations of Anglo— Japanese Alliance is obvious: the Al-
liance bore the impress of colonialism and hegemonies because it

aimed to gain more political and military benefits by resorting to
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armed violence to oppress Russia; the Alliance not only propelled
Japanese colonial expansion in Korea, China and other East Asian
countries, but also encouraged Japanese aggressive war against for-
eign countries which caused the unstable international relationship in
East Asian.

German— Italy—Japan Alliance was the military political organi-
zation of Germany, Italian and Japanese fascists established for the
attempt to re — partition the world to seek hegemony in the global
scale. The alliance resorted to barbarian military means to conquer
other countries and led to the Second World War that wreaked un-
precedented havoc in the course of human history. In the war, the
casualties and property damage were incomparable throughout the
several wars in the history, and the peace and safety of humankind
was under unparalleled attack. Therefore, German—Italy— Japan Al-
liance, the Fascist organization, was against the historical trend, and
it pushed the negative effects of the traditional alliance to extreme.

American — Japanese Alliance was an important step for the
United States to push ahead its global strategy and achieving the
world domination, as well as for an important platform for Japan to-
ward becoming the economical, political and military power. Both
countries benefited a lot form the alignment. Although American—
Japanese Alliance made constant adjustments according to the chan-
ging situations, it still exists till now, and has always been the tool
employed by the United States to seize and defend its world domina-
tion. Even in the present post cold— war period, military defense se-
curity gets the core attention of the Alliance and it remains unchanged
about its stereotyped thinking patterns, thus negatively affects the
Asian— Pacific safety, stability, peace and development. These re-
gressive limitations should not be neglected.

Anti— Fascist Alliance was an international anti— fascist united

‘6‘



. ABSTRACT

front formed by all the nations and regions with different social sys-
tems, under the shared aspiration of defeating fascism, to be politi-
cally, economically and militarily aligned, as has never been before.
Its establishment promoted the critical strategic turn in the Second
World War, accelerated the collapsing of fascist group and defended
the peace and safety of humankind with the ultimate victory of the
war. Meantime, due to the fact that anti—fascist alliance was a com-
bination of all the progressive forces of the human society, construc-
ted to meet the historical needs of anti—fascist war, the alliance inev-
itably transcended the barrier of the traditional alliance and embodied
the strategic cooperation of the aligned countries in the war. There-
fore, the mechanism of anti— fascist alliance contained the new ele-
ments that were not characteristic of the traditional alliance that is,
seeking for common ground, collaborating to resolve the differences,
and realizing the common safety of all countries and regions in the
world. Nevertheless, we should not ignore the historical limitation
that Anti— Fascist Alliance bore the sign of power domination and ap-
parent political hegemony, thus leading to the long—term post— war
Yalta system.

Sino — Soviet Union Alliance was an integral part of the Yalta
system in the cold war and the product of the American suppression
strategies. On one hand, the establishment of Sino— Russian Alliance
possessed some historical progressiveness being that it consolidated
the new born Chinese government, recovered and revived Chinese na-
tional economy enhanced the strength of the socialist camp and thwar-
ted the American ambition of dominating the world alone. On the
other hand, Sino— Russian alliance had its own historical limitations,
possessing some characteristics of great— power chauvinism and polit-
ical hegemony inside, while outside, directing to the third party with

armed forces, thus deepening the military antagonism between the
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east and west camps and casting the whole world under the fear of
nuclear terrorism.

By reviewing the history of the 20th century alliances and sum-
marizing the typical 20th century alliance cases, we will define the
traditional alliance as the union of two or more than two sovereign
countries in military and safety areas against another or some other
particular countries by means of treaties, declarations and state-
ments. Its main characteristics include: having formal treaties, decla-
rations and statements as the commitment to alliance; actively or neg-
atively directing against the third party; possessing the commitment
to and safety mechanism for armed forces; having political and mili-
tary functions. The traditional alliance could not only break the pow-
er balance among the original countries or country groups, but also
play the double role, both positive and negative, in the development
of the aligned members. In the meantime, the traditional alliance had
its serious historical limitations; it was the Zero— Sum Game against
the third party instead of mutual benefit and win — win; it was the
“advanced politics” by means of politics and military but ignorant of
economical and cultural aspects; it was a “closure” rather than an
open space.

The Yalta System after the Second World War was not stable
and each country’s independent development asked more freedom.
International economic cooperation gradually eliminated the obstacles
coming from traditional alliance. The international society calls for
new ideas and practices, and the idea of strategic cooperation brought
flexibility to Yalta System from the 60’s of 20th century. Actually,
strategic cooperation has been get wide recognition during this world-
wide peaceful developing process. More and more countries would
like to choose strategic cooperation rather than traditional alliance in

their future international relationship. After the cold war, great
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changes have been taken place in the international situations, with
the increasingly obvious trend of political diversification, economical
globalization, and economization of the international political rela-
tions. The profound transformation of the new situations changes the
relations among interested parties or countries and highlights the im-
portance of non — traditional safety with the safety of each country
highly relevant to one another, thus subversively overturns the tradi-
tional view on national safety. The traditional alliance thinking, with
its limitations of directing against the third party, single political mil-
itary means, and “closed group”, cannot adapt to the demands of the
development of the times. Against this background, the ideas and
practices of strategic cooperation arise all over the world.

Strategic cooperation refers to the practice that two or more than
two sovereign countries, on the basis of equality and mutual trust and
under themacro— guidance of world peace and development, respect
each other’ s core interests and pursue long — term cooperation and
win— win. It is conducted in the comprehensive safety in the aspects
of politics, military, society, culture and environment, instead of the
single military safety; it is an open and exclusive space instead of
“closed group”. Actually, strategic cooperation has been get wide
recognition during this worldwide peaceful developing process. More
and more countries would like to choose strategic alliance rather than

traditional alliance in their future international relationship.

Key Words: traditional alliance; times; strategic cooperation;

transformation
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