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The Triumphs of Enthusiasm

» BEFR-LZ /Orison Marden

“I do not know how it is with others when speaking on an impor—
tant question,” said Henry Clay; “but on such occasions' | seem to be
unconscious of the external* world. Wholly engrossed by the subject
before me, | lose all sense of personal identity, of time, or of surround—
ing objects.”

“A bank never becomes very successful,” says a noted financier,
“until it gets a president who takes it to bed with him.”

“Men are nothing,” exclaimed Montaigne, “until they are excited.”
As the young lover has finer sense and more acute vision and sees in
the object of his affections a hundred virtues and charms invisible to
all other eyes, so a man permeated with enthusiasm has his power of
perception heightened and his vision magnified until he sees beauty
and charms others cannot discern which compensate for drudgery?,
privations, hardships, and even persecution.

Dickens says he was haunted, possessed, spirit — driven by the
plots and characters in his stories which would not let him sleep or rest
until he had committed them to paper. On one sketch he shut himself

up for a month, and when he came out he looked haggard as a mur—
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derer. His characters haunted him day and night.

“Herr Capellmeister, | should like to compose something; how
shall | begin?” asked a youth of twelve, who had played with great
skill on the piano.

“Pooh, pooh;” replied Mozart,"you must wait.”

“But you began when you were younger than | am,” said the
boy.

“Yes, so | did,” said the great composer, “but | never asked any—
thing about it. When one has the spirit of a composer, he writes be—
cause he can’t help it.”

Gladstone says that what is really wanted is to light up the spirit
that is within a boy. In some sense and in some degree, in some ef-
fectual degree, there is in every boy the material of good work in the
world; in every boy, not only in those who are brilliant, not only in
those who are quick, but in those who are stolid, and even in those
who are dull, or who seem to be dull. If they have only the good will,
the dullness will day by day clear away, under the influence of the
good will.

“Every great and commanding moment in the annals of the
world,” says Emerson, “is the triumph of some enthusiasm. The victo-
ries of the Arabs after Mahomet, who, in a few years, from a small and
mean beginning, established a larger empire than that of Rome, is an
example. They did they knew not what. The naked Derar, horsed on an
idea, was found an overmatch for a troop of cavalry. The women
fought like men and conquered the Roman men.”

It was enthusiasm* that enabled Napoleon to make a campaign in
two weeks that would have taken another a year to accomplish.

“These Frenchmen are not men, they fly,” said the Austrians in con—
sternation. In fifteen days Napoleon, in his first ltalian campaign, had

gained six victories, taken twenty-one standards, fifty-five pieces of
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cannon, had captured fifteen thousand prisoners, and had conquered
Piedmont.

“There are important cases,” says A.H.K. Boyd, “in which the dif-
ference between half a heart and a whole heart makes just the differ—

ence between signal defeat and a splendid victory.”
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1. occasion [a'keizon] n. B %), B &
[ His clothes befit the occasion.
R RBREEBNEE

2. external [eks'tornl] adj. SMEIEY, SMEREY
The medicine is for external use only.

X7 REESMNEER

3. drudgery ['dradzeriz] n. BT BiERISMN TIE
He was facing a life of toil and drudgery and vexation.

BREMEINRLSNERNTE.,

4. enthusiasm [in'Bjuizisezom] n. #viE, Huls
{E Their enthusiasm was infectious.

A BT REN.

fERIR S

1. Every great and commanding moment in the annals of the world.

AKBE ES—MERHZER R B A BN RRmER .

2. In which the difference between half a heart and a whole heart
.makes just the difference between signal defeat and a splendid
victory.
HMERBATZLUNASBLERLBBBERANEZGCETPINARE 2
Al—RIERY, BEBR.
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A Pair of Socks

» &% / Anonymous

On fine afternoon | was walking along Fifth Avenue, when | re-
membered that it was necessary to buy a pair of socks. Why | wished
to buy only one pair is unimportant.

| turned into the first sock shop that caught my eye, and a boy
clerk who could not have been more than seventeen years old came
forward. “What can | do for you, sir?”

“I want to buy a pair of socks.”

His eyes glowed. There was a note of passion in his voice. “Did
you know that you had come into the finest place in the world to buy
socks?" said the boy, ecstatically. | had not been aware of that, as my
entrance had been accidental.

“Come with me,” | followed him to the rear of the shop, and he
began to haul down from the shelves box after box, displaying their
contents for my delectation.

“Hold on, lad, | am going to buy only one pair! "

“l know that,” said he, “but | want you to see how marvelously"
beautiful these are. Aren’t they wonderful! "

There was on his face an expression of solemn and holy rapture,
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as if he were revealing to me the mysteries of his religion.

| became far more interested in him than in the socks. | looked at
him in amazement. “My friend,” said |, “if you can keep this up, if this
is not merely the enthusiasm that comes from novelty, from having a
new job, if you can keep up this zeal and excitement day after day, in
ten years you will own every sock in the United Sates.”

My amazement at his pride and joy in salesmanship will be easily
understood by all who read this article.

In many shops the customers has to wait for some one to wait
upon him. And when finally some clerk does deign to notice you, you
are made to feel as if you were interrupting him. Either he is absorbed
in profound thought in which he hates to be disturbed or he is sky-
larking with a girl clerk and you feel like apologizing for thrusting your—
self into such intimacy.

He displays no interest either in you or in the goods he is paid to
sell. Yet possibly that very clerk who is now so apathetic began his
career with hope and enthusiasm. The daily grind was too much for
him; the novelty wore off; his only pleasures were found outside of
working hours.

He became a mechanical’, not inspired, salesman. After being
mechanical, he became incompetent®, then he saw younger clerks who
had more zest in their work, promoted over him. He became sour. That
was the last stage. His usefulness was over.

| have observed this melancholy decline in the lives of so many
men in so many occupations* that | have come to the conclusion that
the surest road to failure is to do things mechanically. There are many
teachers in schools and colleges who seem duller than the dullest of
their pupils; they go through the motions of teaching, but they are as
impersonal as a telephone.
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