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Preface

When I was planning this exhibition with colleagues from Singapore Art Museum, we
accidentally discovered that the domain of Southeast Asian area resembles the word

”»

“1%”7 (encounter) in Chinese faintly. Thanks to the appreciation of Kwok Kian Chow the

«

director to the word “ifi"(encounter), we gathered together discussing the "encounter™
in the culture and art of Southeast Asia. Supposing that the territory resembling the
word "encounter™ is just a coincidence, the "encounter™ in the history of 20th century
has witnessed the epochal encounters in the development of the countries, nations,
politics, religions, culture and art of this area.

From the perspective of the Chinese culture in the 20th century, we are confronted
of not only the West World and the East World (Japan), but also the South World
(Southeast Asia). During the early 20th century, multitudes of Chinese artists went to
Paris (belongs to the West World) and Tokyo (Japan), to build the understanding of the
western art tradition and learn its techniques. When they finished their studies and
returned to the country, they brought with them the western art and initiated the
historical process of blending the Chinese art with western art. By contrast, the
conception of South World (Southeast Asia) has reflected another external communica-
tion of Chinese culture in 20th century. If, from the West World and the East World, we
bring in and absorb the exotic culture; then to the South World (Southeast Asia), we
introduce and spread (Chinese culture to the external world. Besides China, the South-
east Asia also brings in foreign culture from the West World and East World. The 20th
century is an epoch filled with mutual collision, convergence and excitement, thus
presents a new prospect of cultural development. The modernizing process of Southeast
Asian culture has directly depicted many significant cultural issues of the epochal
“i&%”(encounter).

The Chinese culture, which has a long history and profound heritage, encounters the
pluralistic, rich and colorful southeast-Asia culture that once appeared several faults

in the history. This shows freguent and vital bilateral or multilateral communications



