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Mount Yuntai belongs to the Taihang mountain system. Covered with thick forest with abundant spring
resources and featuring steep cliffs, deep valleys, and quiet gorges, unique stones and wildflowers, Mt. Yuntai
exhibits a beautiful landscape that is typical of the Taihang mountain systems. In addition, Mt. Yuntai has long
been recognized as a popular tourist resort throughout history. It was once the secluded place of ‘the Bamboo
Forest Seven Sages’ during the Wei Dynasty (AD220-265) and the Jin Dynasty (AD265-420). Many famous
visitors in history left their stone inscriptions and steles here, enriching its cultural value. This mountain is
among the first from all over the world that received the title of World Geologic Park from UNESCO in 2004.
It is also the only famous scenic area in Henan Province with the titles of National Forest Park, National
AAAAA Grade Tourist Attraction, National Geologic Park, National Water Conservancy Scenic Area and
National Macaque Natural Reserve.

As the tourism rapidly developed in Mt. Yuntai, its function in the popular science education and
ecological tourism has gradually been noticed. Especially, as Mt. Yuntai was designated a World Geologic Park
and National Natural Heritage Scenic Area, it has become urgently necessary to investigate and assess the wild
plant resources and diversity of Mt. Yuntai, which would provide basic data for not only the popular science
education and ecological tourism but also the protection and rational utilization of the natural resources.

With support from the Xiuwu county’s Party Committee and Government, and financial support from
Mount Yuntai Scenic Spot of Administration, the project “Exploration of Mt. Yuntai Wild Plant Resources™
was initiated at the beginning of 2008. An “Exploration and Collecting Expedition Team of Mt. Yuntai Wild
Plant Resources” was soon organized by the Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) with the
team members coming from the Institute of Botany, CAS, Weihai Institute of Coastal Zone Plant Resources,
Shandong University, Forestry Department of Xiuwu county, Mount Yuntai Scenic Spot of Administration,
Henan Forestry Survey and Design Institute and Henan Science and Technology College. The expedition team
has collected near 6 000 scientific plant specimens during the two years from 2008 to 2009. A list of Mt. Yuntai
wild plants have been finished after detailed identification and examination of the all collected plant specimens.

The book contains four chapters, i.e. Chapter 1. Natural Settings; Chapter 2. Endemic and Threatened

Plants; Chapter 3. Economic Plant Resources and Chapter 4. Enumeration of Vascular Plants from Mt. Yuntai.



[89)

The book accounts for 1 175 species (including infraspecific taxa) of 136 families of vascular plants, including
56 species and 2 varieties in 20 families of ferns, 4 species and 1 variety in 3 families of gymnosperms, 831
species and 15 subspecies with 26 varieties and 3 forms in 96 families of dicotyledons, and 228 species with 4
subspecies and 5 varieties in 17 families of monocotyledons. There are 7 species of new records from Henan
Province. In addition, there are about 700 photos including more than 600 species of Mt. Yuntai plants in this
book.

Mt. Yuntai has 247 species endemic to China, 5 species endemic to the Taihang mountains and 4 species
endemic to Mt. Yuntai and Henan province. According to the China National Key Protected Wild Plant Index
(first edition) jointly issued by the China National Forestry Agency and the China National Agricultural
Department and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and the Announcement
of Henan Province Government about the Key Protected Wild Plant Index in Henan Province (2005), 9 species
or varieties of plants have been recognized as threatened. There are more than 500 species of economic plants
in Mt. Yuntai, which are divided into 15 types according to their specific use and purpose in this book.

Here, we are grateful to the experts and taxonomic students for their identification and collection of
specimens. They are De-Yuan Hong, Zhen-Yu Li, Yi-Lin Chen, Ling-Di Lu, Cui-Zhi Gu, Chang-Shan Zhu,
Xiang-Yun Zhu, You-Sheng Chen, Dong Wang, Hui Zhang and Yi-Min Zhao. We thank Dr. James Smith for
English language revision. Thanks are also due to the Xiuwu county’s Party Committee and Government,
Mount Yuntai Scenic Spot of Administration and forestry department of Xiuwu county for their great support
and assistance to the project. Finally, we thank Ms Shu-Qin Chen and Xiu-Fang Yang and their team in Henan
Science and Technology Press for their hard work, and painstaking review and editing for the production of

this work. To you all, we must express our great thanks and admiration.

Yin-Zheng Wang Shu-Ren Zhang Hong Zhao

March, 2011
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