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8l & Preface

The poetry of Tang Dynasty (618-907) is
well-known in China; even a three-year-
old child can recite one or two poems, in
which we can see the epitome of the most
flourishing kingdom, Tang Dynasty and the
various emotions of these talented poets.
It is a form of art combined with gorgeous
rhetoric and harmonious rhythm, which
is both of romance and reality. The Tang
poetry is a treasure left by the Tang Dynasty
and also the mainstay of Chinese language
culture, as well as the symbol of elegance
and gracefulness. For anyone who wants
to feel the charm of Chinese language, the
poetry of Tang Dynasty is wonderful scenery
which cannot be missed.

This book is to introduce the relevant
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knowledge about Tang poetry, the famous
poets of that time and their epochal works.
Hope the readers can learn the charm of
Tang poetry, appreciate its beauty and have
a deeper understanding about this special
literary form. Learning and reciting Tang
poetry can raise one's own accomplishment
and taste and accumulate cultural foundation,
which is also an inevitable path to get to

know the Chinese culture.
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Tang poetry, literally the poetry of Tang Dynasty (618-907), was
born at the historic moment when the Tang Dynasty reached its
formidable and prosperous age and fluctuated following its fickle

fate. Either in the blooming time or the turbulence, there would be

amazing poems emerging; along with its decline, the Tang poetry
also went on wane. Tang poetry is the reflection of the Tang Dynasty
owing to which it has a spectacular position in Chinese literary arena.
So this chapter is mainly about the Tang Dynasty and the historical
background of Tang Poetry.
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> The Golden Age of the
Great Tang Dynasty

In the more than two thousand years
when feudal dynasties ruled the China,
the Tang Dynasty (618-907) fully
deserves the title of “Golden Age” ,
which was also the mighty kingdom
eponymous to the Arab Empire. Before
755 A.D., no matter on the politics,
economy, culture or the foreign affairs,
the Tang Dynasty had reached its peak
of flourishing trade, scientific and
liberal political management, diversified
spiritual culture, and frequent and wide
external communication. People were
living plentiful lives in a harmonious
society, even having the pictures of
“Doors are unbolted at night, and no one
picks up and pockets anything lost on the
road” . The status of women was raised

greatly and they even could have the
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Portrait of Emperor Li Yuan of the Tang
Dynasty
Li Yuan, with a courtesy name of Shude,
originally was an aristocrat of the Sui Dynasty
(581-618). During the turbulence of the late
Sui Dynasty, Li Yuan seized the opportunity
and revolted from Taiyuan, and finally occupied
Chang'an. In 618 A.D., he proclaimed himself
as the new emperor, became the first Emperor
of the Tang Dynasty (reigned 618-626),
and changed the dynasty title as Tang, and
determined Chang'an (present Xi'an City,
Shaanxi Province) as its capital city.
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same opportunities as men did. And that's
when the only female emperor, Empress
Wu Zetian, ascended the throne. Various
nationalities and multiple religious
cultures were equally respected and
fully fused together. The mental world
of people was enriched largely. Living
and working in peace and contentment,
they also wrote poems, travel journals
and organized many kinds of feasts and
recreation activities.

With its powerful national strength,
the Tang Dynasty was imposingly
occupied the east, and the neighboring
countries constantly visited an‘d paid
tribute to it, at the same time, learnt its
advanced techniques and culture, which
actually promoted the communication
between the Tang Dynasty and the
external cultures. Up to now, there are
more or less culture characteristics and
historical relics of the Tang Dynasty
preserved in many countries' cultures
from which the important position and
profound influence of China at that time
can be reflected.

The capital city of the Tang Dynasty,
Chang'an and its accompanying capital
city Luoyang were the world-famous
international metropolis, where the

stores were full of various exotic goods
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and strangely dressed foreigners were
strolling among the streets and small
alleys. With generous mind, the court
applied moderate foreign policy and
attracted bunches of Persian and Arabian
merchants through the famous Silk
Road coming to Chang'an, Luoyang,
Guangzhou, Quanzhou and other coastal
cities to settle down. While keeping
a friendly contact with the perimeter
countries, the court also maintained a
powerful military force to insure the
safety of the Silk Road and the border

areas. And it once extended the influence
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Portrait of Emperor Li Shimin of the Tang
Dynasty

Emperor Li Shimin of the Tang Dynasty (reigned
626-649) was the son of Li Yuan and the second
emperor of the Tang Dynasty. After ascending
the throne, he took officials' advices actively and
studied hard to manage state affairs by civilized
manners. Therefore, Li Shimin created the
prosperous and harmonious situation and initiated
the Zhenguan Times (Zhenguan is the period title
of Li Shimin's reign), who is a famous politician and
wise emperor in history.
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to the Aral Sea of the Central Asia
westward and today's Siberia northward,
today's Thailand southward. The Tang
Dynasty cost huge military expenditure to
send massive forces to guard the frontier
and show its formidable power.
However, the An-Shi Rebellion
(755-763) became the crucial historic
event which led to the decline of the
Tang Dynasty. The court set the main

troops at the frontier, which resulted in
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Painting of Imperial Parade, by Yan Liben, Tang Dynasty (618-907)

Painting of Imperial Parade was created based on the allied marriage of Tibetan leader Sontzen Gampo and
Chinese princess Wencheng in the 15th year of Period Zhenguan (641), depicting the scene when Emperor
Li Shimin received the Tibetan envoy, Lu Dongzan. Tibet was an authority set up in 7th-9th century by ancient
Tibetan people which reached its great prosperity during the reign of Sontzen Gampo. The communication
between the Tang Dynasty and Tibet was very intimate. The introduction of Chinese culture made a great
promotion to the development of Tibetan society, and vice versa.
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Clay Statue of an Ethnic Man Leading a
Camel (Tang Dynasty, 618-907)
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the weakness of the domestic
defense. An Lushan and Shi
Siming led the rebel army and
quickly occupied the capital
city Chang'an, which almost
got the Tang Dynasty
destructed. Although the
emperor and the officials turned
the situation and prolonged
. Tang's reign, its national
L. power started to deteriorate
distinctly and finally entered
the low ebb. But, as the height of the
feudal dynasty, it had deep foundation
and the economy revived soon.

Ever since the Tang Dynasty,
the following empires could hardly
compete with its position and influence
in the world and the picture of its great
reputation traveling far away and all
the countries coming to visit was gone
forever. The successive rulers controlled
people's thoughts more and more severely
and the development of the culture also
restricted by more and more objective
conditions. After that, the representative
literatures of each dynasty such as the
verses of the Song Dynasty (960-1279),
Qu (songs) of the Yuan Dynasty
(1279-1368), and the novels of the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) and the Qing
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Painting of Imperial Concubine Yang Getting on a Horse, by Qian

Xuan (Yuan Dynasty, 1279-1368)
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Dynasty (1644-1911), could not reach the
status and height of the “Blooming Tang
Grandeur” with various kinds, sturdy

style and imposing manner which created
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by the Tang poetry, and the positive and
heroic spiritual state contained in the
poetry was also no longer in existence. So
as one of the representatives of Chinese
culture, Tang poetry fully deserves its
title. It is a significant contribution to
China as well as the world made by the
powerful Tang Dynasty, which is still
having a vital place among the world

literatures.
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An-Shi Rebellion (755-763)
An-Shi Rebellion (755-763), is an important historic event and also the turning point of the Tang

Dynasty, from blooming to decline. “An”

indicates the rebel forces' leader An Lushan and

his son An Qingxu, and “Shi” indicates the leader Shi Siming and his son Shi Chaoyi. It was

an insurrection against the Tang Dynasty which was initiated by them, lasting as long as seven
years, from the 14th year of Period Tianbao (755) of the reign of Emperor Li Longji to the 1st
year of Period Guangde (763) of the reign of Emperor Li Yu. This historic event was catalyzed
by various social conflicts of that time and left a huge affection over the late Tang Dynasty.
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> Peak of Poetry

The poem of the Tang Dynasty represents
the highest level of Chinese poetry.
The mighty and prosperous country,
the liberal politics, the official selection
system upon writing poems, and the
constant exploration of the writing skills
accomplished the glorious achievement
of the Tang poetry and made it an
everlasting treasure in Chinese literature.
After the great changes in the after more
than one thousand years, there are nearly
fifty thousand poems preserved until now.
The books of the Tang Dynasty were
mainly passed down by paper scripts.
After more than ten centuries, there are
still so many works widely recognized,
which demonstrates its permanent artistic
charm and the high position in people's
mind.

In the Tang Dynasty, emperors and
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Color-glazed Clay Statue of Camel Carrying
a Musician (Tang Dynasty, 618-907)

e

g
bl

A%
\g y

faseukq Bue) jo A13sog ay|

Z, mHEEEER, HPFEMAEL
BEEHIEA R, HE4H (&
Y EZE WL iK22008 N, XIEZ

B HEER AL UL o
JERAUERABIEE R L,

mHigEM 828, 258
SR UG 1) 45 A 7 T H kA I UK
%R, PEARZFLERH -2
TEVFN E R ISR B 5 < LA
BT, Al
MIEACRS , KBMETEY oA ]
DINRIFREE . 7 XM FEFEE
K% . R EAPE I GE) R
Bz

officials, or merchants and vendors;
scholars and warriors, or women and
children; even the monks, Taoist priests,
foreigners, servants and prostitutes, they
all could write poems. The writers not
only were in a wide range, but also made
a brilliant achievement. There are 691
writers having their personal collections
handed down. And the famous Complete
Works of Tang Poetry included more than
2200 poets' works, which was really rare
in the former dynasties.

Besides the numerous works and
poets, the themes were also full of
variety, which included all the aspects of
social and natural phenomenons. Famous
writer Wen Yiduo once appraised the
themes of Tang poetry: “Wherever
the character was used, they all wrote
in the form of poetry, which reached a
realm to be able to express everything
with poem.” And this is also one of the
reasons why the Tang poetry had many

readers and well accepted by all the



