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Abstract

Abstract

Alice Walker is a renowned contemporary African-American
novelist, poet, essayist and activist. Concerning her influence, she can
compare with Toni Morrison, another famous African-American
novelist who won the Nobel Prize. The Color Purple, her most famous
and successful novel, positioned her as a celebrity in American letters
and won her the Pulitzer Prize, making her the first black woman
writer to get the prize in American literary history. The Color Purple,
which was later adapted into a Hollywood movie and then a Broadway
musical and widely read in over twenty languages, made Walker a
household name all over America. Walker’s coinage of a new term
“Womanist” , which distinguishes the black or the colored feminist from
the white feminist, contributes to the theoretical construction of black,
colored and third world feminisms. However, she is now still
controversial for her realistic and objective revelation of sexism within
her black community, which led to the disapproval of some black male
writers.

Alice Walker has always been a focus of attention in the literary
critical fields both at home and abroad, and a considerable number of
studies have been made about Alice Walker and her works. But till
today, no scholar either abroad or at home has made any studies on
Ecowomanism in Alice Walker’s novels from the theoretical perspective

of Afrocentric Ecowomanism. Afrocentric Ecowomanism is a literary
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critical theory which offers a holistic study of race, gender and nature
in literary texts. It strongly criticizes racism, sexism and naturism (i.
e., the unjustified domination of nature ), explores their logical
connections and common causes, and particularly reveals the
Jjuxtaposition of these three kinds of oppression upon black women.
This literary criticism often targets western colonialism and imperialist
capitalism. As a black woman writer, Alice Walker has also paid
constant attention to the issues of race, gender and nature, therefore
they have already been the three indispensable and inextricable motifs
of her literary works. Based on a close reading of Alice Walker’s
works, this study will demonstrate the Afrocentric Ecowomanist
concepts and arguments within Alice walker’s novels.

Within the critical horizon of Ecocriticism, the book has applied
literary critical theories of Afrocentric Ecowomanism and some basic
critical views and notions of Black Feminism and Spirit Ecology, and

@ Karen Warren, Ecofeminism: Women, Culture, Nature, Bloomington ;
Indiana University Press, 1997, p. 4. In her introduction to Ecofeminism. Women ,
Culture, Nature, editor Warren asserts: “What makes ecofeminism distinct is its
insistence that nonhuman nature and naturism (i. e. , the unjustified domination of
nature ) are feminist issues. Ecofeminist philosophy extends familiar feminist
critiques of socialisms of domination to nature. ” Originally, the word “naturism”
has four meanings: a. naturalism b. worship of nature c. love to nature d.
nudism. (See 21" Century English and Chinese Dictionary online. ) Here Warren
coins it as an ecofeminist term and endows it with a new meaning : the unjustified
domination of nature. Also see Laura Hobgood-Oster, *“ Ecofeminism—Historic
and International Evolution,” Encyclopidia of Religion and Nature, ed. by Bron
Taylor, New York: Continuum, 2005, p. 534. Laura Hobgood-Oster in this essay
also thinks that “ naturism” is a term coined by Karen Warren. The term
“naturism” in this Ph. D thesis specifically refers to the meaning of “unjustified
domination of nature” proposed by Warren.
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