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Preface

This is a plain and ordinary small book. Reading the book, I did not see
any flowery words nor unduly theoretical content, instead, I find it a book of
excellence and deep meaning.

The non-fiction illustrated book is indeed honest and well-done about the
Program for Conservation and Restoration of Shanxi-shaanxi Guild Hall.
However, running through the whole book are the principle of authenticity and
integrity, as well as principles of sustainable conservation and development, which
are well recognized and abided by majority of international peers and international
conventions. In order to conserve Shanxi-shaanxi Guild Hall in a genuine,
effective, long-term way, from the book we can see how Chinese and Italian peers
extremely carefully conducted historical research, site investigation, emergency
analysis, case reasoning, and material preparation; how they combined right rules
with each step and each working procedure, even to each brick, tile, nail and piece
of painting...; how they cherished traditional process, and how they positively
and prudently explored necessity and feasibility of new material applying into
cultural relics conservation projects; and how they made summaries and examined
effects and achievements, for the purpose of ensuring success of both theories
and practice by all their efforts. The program itself and its target may not be very
striking, but the theories and systematic methods through it are quite successful
examples.

The success of the program is dedicated to close cooperation, continuous
efforts and elaborate execution between Chinese and Italian governments,
departments of cultural relics conservation, administration and research, as well
as cultural relics protection peers of these two countries. In the field of cultural
heritage, peers from other courtiers had named Italian peers’ cultural relics
conservation theories and practice as ‘Italian Style’, which was relatively more
precise. When Italian peers talk about cultural heritage , they prefer ‘conservation’
of cultural relics to general ‘protection’ of it. We understand that our Italian peers
have gone far ahead of us in our common undertakings. In such an important
program of Shanxi-Shaanxi Guild Hall, neither big nor small, a combination of
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conservation program and personnel training, they have shown us their concise
and prudent theories foundation and serious working style, they had made
outstanding contribution.

Correct concepts fundamentally decide success of cultural relics conservation
undertakings. Multi-subject technologies combing correct concepts are the support
to all success of putting concepts into practice. What is most important is to
understand and accept correct concepts abstracting from common experiences of
all human kinds, and to hold personnel of multi-subject knowledge and practice.
In the program of Luoyang Shanxi-Shaanxi Guild Hall, many excellent personnel
from China and Italy gathered together to exchanged experience and working
procedure, disseminating knowledge and methods. What we should congratulate
on in particular, is that the program trained more than ten mid-youth personnel,
who are talented and qualified. Those peers who attended the program will surely
become important force and seeds in developing undertakings and marching
forward on the correct roads in conservation of cultural heritage in future. The
role they will play are far from comparison and expectation from one single
conservation program.

Here, I hold my deepest respect to all Chinese and Italian peers, who took part
in the Program for Conservation & Restoration of Luoyang Shanxi-shaanxi Guild
Hall and other Sino-Italian training programs.

Guo Zhan

Vice-Chairman, ICOMOS

Counsel, Deputy Director, Cultural Relics Conservation Department, SACH
Vice-Chairman & Secretary-General, [COMOS-China
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Preface

China and Italy are both well-known civilized countries containing rich
cultural heritages. It has a long history of friendly contacts between people from
these two countries. After entry into the new century, both professionals, who
are willing to dedicate themselves to the conservation of cultural heritage, have
gained high attention and support from both governments and institutes for
conservation, administration and research on cultural heritage. They have jointly
held training classes in Beijing dealing with close combination of theories and
practice on conservation and restoration of ancient monuments and sites. After
completion of the training class, some good conservation professionals from
cultural institutes and museums all over China were organized to visit Italy for
in situ visit and exchanges, and they have gained a lot of knowledge. It will play
important exemplary role and have great and deep significance.

Luoyang Shanxi-Shaanxi Guild Hall was selected as the conservation
and restoration program for its historical, art and scientific values. Under the
teaching and assistance from conservation experts and technicians from China
and Italy, students felt privileged to understand the international conventions
and the principle of ‘authenticity and integrity’ and principal for sustainable
conservation and development, by participating in conservation and restoration
of some ancient buildings in the Hall; And they felt lucky to learn the best
combination of traditional Chinese restoration technologies and Italian scientific
conservation theories and technologies, from condition survey, to risks analysis
and tests, to demonstration and making of proposals, to each step and process of
implementation of conservation restoration plans. Such fruitful results achieved by
the combination of Chinese and foreign theories and practices, will surely cause
‘a chain reaction” when all students return to their working positions, and will be
carried forward to benefit cultural heritage conservation undertakings in China
and even in the world.
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Most importantly, as training students, Mr. Yao Hongfeng (director of design
office, research center for conservation of cultural heritage of Quanzhou City,
Fujian Province), and Mr. Yang Weiqing (associate researcher, Luoyang Tomb
Museum of Luoyang City, Henan Province) could integrate their own working
experiences with composing such an illustrate book until the completion of
the training program and conservation and restoration preprogram. This book
introduces the whole training process and actual operation of conservation and
restoration program of the Guild Hall, which is divided into three parts including
study and practice, implementation and inspection and acceptance, and summary
and exchange, and is classified in seven chapters and twenty-seven sections.
It makes people see deep cultural accumulation in the traditional restoration
technology for ancient buildings, also aware of essences of conservation theories
and practice of well-known “Italian style”. It also represents the Sino-Italian
cooperation training program, and the priceless assets left by the conservation and
restoration program for the Guild Hall in a clear and effective way. Of course, as
an illustration book, there are some deficiencies due to composition limits, such as,
there is lack of necessary summaries for each chapter and section, and also there
should be more strengthening on thinking of theories thinking and sublimation of
practice.

Truly yours,
Zheng Guozhen

Director-Chief
Fujian Provincial Bureau of Cultural Heritage
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WORDS TO THE BOOK

Lately, I am very lucky to read the draft of the book ‘An [llustration Book on
Restoration and Conservation of Luoyang Shanxi-Shaanxi Guild Hall’, written by Yao
Hongfeng and Yang Weiqing. As a professional in the field of cultural heritage and
archeology for over thirty years, I would like to say a few words to encourage them.

Luoyang Shanxi-Shaanxi Guild Hall is one group of ancient buildings in Ming
and Qing Dynasties, which are very rare and relatively intact ones in Luoyang
area. It is featured by its architecture structure, wooden carvings and color
painting, color-glazed screen wall, stone carvings, etc, with high historic and art
values, which is well known in West Henan Province.

Carried out in 2004, the Sino-Italy cooperative program on restoration and
conservation of Shanxi-Shaanxi Guild Hall was a scientific conservation research
program with integrity of teaching and practice, and scientific conservation and
traditional restoration. It gathered over thirty reputed conservation experts in
and out of China, as well as many leading middle-aged and young conservation
technicians. They jointly carried out a series of restoration and conservation
works, including big-wooden components, stone carvings, wooden carving and
color painting, colored-glazed components, wall an surface on the mountain
gates, dancing tower, color-glazed screen wall, transverse rooms, etc. I am deeply
pleased that this work can be carried out in Luoyang area.

In ‘An Illustration Book on Restoration and Conservation of Luoyang Shanxi-
Shaanxi Guild Hall’, it use plain words and vivid pictures to depict that the
Guild Hall was experiencing the whole process of survey, research, restoration
and conservation, under the mutual efforts of Italian and Chinese experts and
technicians. Finally, the original looks reappeared after restoration. This small
book will provide reference to those professionals and non-professionals who have
never participated in the conservation of ancient buildings. I sincerely hope that
Mr. Yao Hongfeng and Mr. Yang Weiqing will continue their efforts to do their
work well, and then make new achievements.

I hope this is of some help to you.

Sincerely Yours,

Guo Yinqgiang

Director-Chief

Luoyang Municipal Bureau of Cultural Heritage
15th October, 2007
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