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An English Poem that Sprang from
the Chinese Original

Great poetry is an artistic creation with the best of the
human mind and heart working together. If poetry only has
heart, something is missing. Nor can poetry be complete if it
is only the mind at work with many abstractions. We of
course cannot enter the minds and hearts from which great
poetry comes but through this poetry we savor the intellectual
vigor and emotional strength of the poet. The best poetry at
times presents creation or the physical world in all its splen-
dor or atrocity. Other times, it is the unique human person
or the human characteristics we all share that stands forth in

the poem.

The Tang dynasty was a time of great poets and poetry.
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