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To the Teacher

Welcome to Experiencing English Listening and Speaking 3 (third edition)!

The Experiencing English Listening and Speaking (third edition) series is designed to help your
students become better listeners and more proficient at English. Experiencing English Listening and
Speaking 3 (third edition) is intended to make teaching listening strategies stimulating and engaging,
and to make learning fun and effective.

The Experiencing English Listening and Speaking (third edition) series is based on four main principles:

1. Rich Input
Learners need rich input in order to develop their language ability. Particularly at the intermediate
level, input is contextualized, authentic, and stimulating for the learners. Input that is slightly above
the learners’ proficiency level provides a challenge to motivate them. Experiencing English
Listening and Speaking 3 (third edition) features extracts drawn from or based on authentic con-
versations, in a variety of common social, academic, and business contexts. The audio recordings and
video clips for the series employ a wide variety of speakers to provide an abundance of interesting speech.

2. Clear Tasks
In order to develop their attention span and increase their aural memory capacity, learners need
guidance in what to listen for. Clear tasks in Experiencing English Listening and Speaking 3 (thi-
rd edition) guide the student in what to focus on and on what to remember. Task cycles allow stu-
dents to listen to the same extract more than once, in order to practice controlling their attention
and expanding their ability to process more complex speech. Each section in Experiencing English
Listening and Speaking 3 (third edition) provides a transparent, structured task that is easy to use
in the classroom.

3. Listening Strategies
In order to become more confident and relaxed, learners need to learn how to listen. By using suc-
cessful listening strategies, learners will become more fluent and confident. By teaching listening
strategies, teachers encourage their students to learn more efficiently. The following four funda-
mental strategies are consistently incorporated in the Experiencing English Listening and Speaking
3 (third edition) activities: preparing, inferring, clarifying, and responding.

4. Self-Expression
A central purpose of listening is application, especially at the intermediate level. Students need
encouragement in using the ideas in the extract and formulating a personal response. By incorporat-
ing self-expression steps with listening activities, students increase their overall oral language ability.
Experiencing English Listening and Speaking 3 (third edition) features a variety of focused, per-
sonalized speaking activities, as well as extended opportunities for conversation and discussion in the
Interactive Practice and Interaction Link in each unit.

/Course Components \
* Student Book :
* Self-Study CD (MP3 files included with the Student Book with the Warm Up and Real World

Listening extracts; Video files included with the Interactive Practice video clips.)

* Reference Book
* Classroom CD (MP3 files included with the Reference Book containing the full audio program;

\__Video files included with the Interactive Practice video clips.) J
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Experiencing English Listening and Speaking
3 (third edition) contains fifteen six-page

main units, plus three Review Units. The main
unit design allows for clear implementation of the
four principles outlined on the previous page. Each
“unit has five main sections: Warm Up, Listening
Task, Real World Listening, Interactive Practice
and Interaction Link. For each unit, there is also a
Self-Study Page in the back of the book. Each task
can be done by students working independently, in
pairs, small groups, or as a whole class, depending
on the level and needs of the students.

To the Teacher

Unit Structure

Listening Task
* The Listening Task is a set of two or three linked

tasks based on three or four extracts. This section
employs illustrations or photographs to help stu-
dents predict the content prior to listening.
Predicting the content helps the students become
active listeners. It helps them think about what they
might hear, who the speakers are, what their rela-
tionships are, and what might happen. Students
who make predictions are more likely to listen
closely, and with a focused purpose — to see if their
predictions were correct. For this reason, it is
important to allow ample time for the preparation

step.

* The First Listening focuses on understanding the
gist of the input, while the Second Listening
focuses on detail and interpretation. The Third
Listening focuses on re-enhancing listening
skills and providing cues for speaking practice. For
the first two tasks, the students are required to lis-
ten to the extracts and select ideas or write specific
short phrases they hear. This helps the students
learn how to focus their listening on both general
and specific information. After taking notes indi-
vidually while listening, students can work in pairs
or small groups to compare their answers and clar-
ify information they need to know. The teacher
can monitor the small-group discussions to deter-
mine what important information the students are
not getting. The third task aims at integrating lis-
tening and speaking skills and at the same time
eliciting students’ responses to the ideas and
actions in the extract.

* The speaking task lets students explore the ideas
and scenarios they encountered in the conversa-
tions or monologues they just heard. Students are
asked to respond to the Listening Task in a vari-
ety of ways, including responding to specific ques-
tions, open discussion, and role-play.

Warm Up

* This section introduces new words and phrases,
and previews the unit topic. The contextualized
vocabulary task lets students draw on their back-
ground knowledge to use what they know to help
them understand new language. By including a
speaking task, the Warm Up also gets the students
involved at the outset of the lesson.

* As a pre-listening task, the students fill in the
blanks with the appropriate words or phrases from
the box. This requires them to pay attention to the
vocabulary and grammar of each utterance. It is
important to allow the students to ask questions
about any words or phrases that they don’t know.
Filling in the blanks can be done individually or in
small groups, and the discussion of vocabulary can
be done in small groups or with the whole class.

* The listening part of this task requires the students
to check whether they filled in the blanks correctly.
This allows them to listen to the vocabulary in a
natural spoken context. The students check their
answers individually while listening to the audio.
They can then ask questions about any words or
phrases that gave them trouble, either in small
groups or with the whole class.

* The speaking task allows students to discuss how
the topic applies to their lives. The work the stu-
dents have done in the Warm Up task, should help
the students to feel familiar with some of the
vocabulary and different points of view they may
need to express their own ideas clearly. This can be
done in pairs or small groups.
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To the Teacher

Real World Listening
* Based on natural, extended conversations, mono-
logues, and stories, this section develops active lis-

Interaction Link
* The Interaction Link is a lively speaking activity,
role-play, or game directly related to the unit topics

tening strategies. The Real World Listening
activity has three steps: Prepare, Get the Main
Ideas, and Respond to the Ideas.

. In Prepare, the students are given interesting illus-

trations or photographs and several ideas that will
help them predict what the speakers are going to
talk about. Sometimes the clues are ambiguous, so
that students will consider the range of topics and
ideas that may come up in the extract. It is impor-
tant to emphasize to students that it doesn’t matter
if they guess exactly what the speakers will say. The
point is for them to make predictions and test their
predictions while they listen for the first time.

. For Get the Main Ideas, the students are encour-

aged to focus on the underlying ideas while they lis-
ten to the extract for a second time. They listen to
the extract and select ideas or write specific short
phrases, based not only on what they hear, but also
on what they can infer. This step directs students’
attention to specific connections between different
parts of the extract to help them infer what the
speakers’ intentions are. This section includes a
variety of tasks, including fill in the chart, true or
false, check the correct information, and fill in

the blanks.

. In Respond to the Ideas, the students discuss

two or three questions that extend the topic of the
Real World Listening extract. The first question
focuses on students’ opinions related to the theme
of the extract. In the second question, the students
discuss the issues in relation to their own lives. This
application is an important step for encouraging
self-expression and more interactive listening and
speaking practice. The students will realize that
they need to think about the recorded extract in
order to apply the ideas later. This discussion should
generally begin in a small group, but as the teacher
notices interesting points that are raised, these can
become the focus of a whole-class discussion.

Interactive Practice
* Based on real communicative conversations, this
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section develops active watching strategies. The
Interactive Practice activity has four steps: Watch
for Main Ideas, Watch for Details, Listen

and Repeat/Watch for Imitation/Watch for
Conversational Skills, and Watch for Dubbing/
Oral Output/Role Play. Students are asked

to watch extensively for gist and intensively to
specific details. Opportunities are also offered to
practice the students’ pronunciation and intonation
as well as conversational skills with an emphasis

on communicative purposes to further build the
students’ confidence.

and functions. These activities offer students the
opportunity to work in a group to express their
opinions or make choices in an extended range of
contexts or situations. The activities encourage the
development of more complex interactions between
the students based on the content of each unit.
This will help develop the students’ fluency

and confidence in discussing a particular topic,
especially as it relates to their own lives or interests.
Both shorter and longer options for using the
Interaction Link are offered in the Reference
Book, as well as additional Extension activities.

Self -Study Page
The Self-Study Pages in the back of the book,
provides an additional “close listening” task for the
Real World Listening extract, to allow students
to review and consolidate the vocabulary they have
encountered. The Real World Listening extract
is included on the Self-Study CD that is provided
with the Student Book.

* The task is followed by a Bonus Question, which
asks the students to continue or develop the
extract through writing exercises. The Self-Study
Pages can be done in the classroom or assigned as
homework.

Self-Study cD
The Self-Study CD is prov1ded in the back of
the Student Book. It contains 45 MP3 files which
comprise the Warm UP activities and the Read
World Listening extracts and 30 video clips for
each of the fifteen main units. The Self-Study CD
can be used for home review in conjunction with
the Self-Study Pages in the back of the book.

Website

* Teachers and students are encouraged to use the
Impact series website for additional ideas and
listening resources:
www.impactseries.com

Timing

Teaching each unit in Experiencing English

Listening and Speaking 3 (third edition)

requires approximately 120 minutes of instruction. A

typical breakdown of class time is:

Warm Up: 15-20 minutes

Listening Task: 10-15 minutes

Real World Listening: 20-30 minutes

Interactive Practice: 30—40 minutes

Interaction Link: 15-20 minutes

Self-Study: 10-15 minutes (checking students’ work)

Total: 100-140 minutes

If additional options in the Reference Book and the

Unit Tests are utilized, each unit may require an

additional hour of instruction.



To the Teacher

Review Units

* After each set of five main units, there is a Review
Unit in the Student Book. The Review Units
encourage students to go back and review the
vocabulary and themes of the units they have
recently completed.

* The Review Units also give students an opportu-
nity to try standardized test items with the pas-
sages they have worked with in the course.

Each Review Unit has three parts.

* In Part 1 students review selected vocabulary with
a fill-in-the-blanks activity based on short, contex-
tualized sentences.

* In Part 2 students listen to selected extracts from
the previous units and answer multiple-choice
questions about each extract.

* In Part 3 students review some useful expressions |

by translating from Chinese into English. ‘

Classroom CD

* The number of times you present the recording
for each task will depend on the level of your stu-
dents and their familiarity with listening-based
learning. In the earlier units, students may need to
listen several times. As the students make progress,
however, you can challenge them by presenting the
recording only once while asking them to mark
their answers. Ask the students to think about what
they do understand and to use that knowledge to
fill in the gaps. This procedure helps students
develop self-confidence as they realize they do not
need to understand every word in order to get the
meaning of the conversation.

Using the Classroom CD

Note that the instructions for the Listening Task’s
Second Listening and Third Listening sections and
the Real World Listening’s Get the Main Ideas and
Get the Details sections are not on the audio record-
ing. (This was done to allow for continuous listening
throughout the unit.) These instructions should be
read aloud by the instructor.

Additional Features of the Reference Book

The Experiencing English Listening and Speaking 3
(third edition) Reference Book provides step-by-

step procedures for presenting each unit. Answers to
the activities along with the listening audio scripts are
provided for each unit. In addition, practical teaching

tips, stimulating extension activities, and informative

language and culture notes can be found throughout

the Reference Book.

* The Unit Overview allows you to see the goals of
the unit at a glance. This section identifies the focus
of the Warm Up, the Listening Task, the Real
World Listening, Interactive Practice and
Interaction Link sections.

* The purpose of the Preview activity is to intro-
duce the unit topic. Students begin thinking about
the topic and how it relates to their lives. This
activity helps activate the language that students
already know, as well as prompting them to consid-
er what language they need to be able to express
their own ideas. The Reference Book also pro-
vides ideas for how to get students involved in a
more extensive discussion. They can progress from
teacher-initiated to small-group discussion,
depending on how much time is available.

* The Teaching Tips are practical suggestions on
classroom management and pedagogy. Each tip
provides guidance on how to work with a specific
activity, but the tip is often applicable to other
units, as well.

* The Culture Notes provide useful information
when culturally sensitive topics are presented, or
when specific points of pragmatic usage emerge.

* At the beginning of every Real World Listening
section, the Concept Check has a set of questions
that helps activate students’ background knowledge
about the topic. Additional questions encourage
critical thinking about the unifying thread or under-
lying concepts of the unit.

* At the end of each unit, there is a Lexical Map,
which provides the key conversational vocabulary
covered in the unit. The words in the Lexical
Map are derived from corpora of the most fre-
quent two thousand words in spoken English. Two
corpora were used for this analysis, the ANC
(American National Corpus) and the BNC (British
National Corpus).

* For teachers who wish to create additional discus-
sion activities, three or four situations are provided
at the end of the notes for each Real World
Listening section. The teacher may wish to use
one of these situations as the basis for an extended
discussion or role-play, debate, story idea, or out-
of-class research.
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