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1911.12.30, Yang Shihui was born in Beijing.

1923, he took uncle Yang qi-yuan as his teacher, learning wood carving and ivory carving.

1942, he created a sculpture called <Grasshopper and cabbage>, beginning to apply the semi-color decorative
techoniques.

1952, he was selected as the member of “Ivory Carving Production cooperatives preparatory committee” ; he
created “Summer Palace” ( also known as “Longevity Hill” ) and founded the technique called of “hybrid carving” .
1955, he was awarded “the elder artist” by CPC Beijing Municipal Committee.

1957.7, he was appointed as the deputy director and the first researcher of Beijing Arts and Crafts Research Institute.
1959, he created the sculpture called <Force the Luding Bridge> and first introduced “living chain” in the creation of
ivory carving.

1978, he was elected the representative of the Fifth National People’s Congress and finished a sculpture called
<Premier Zhou will always live in our hearts> ( also known as <Premier Zhous triumphant return> ) .

1979.8, he participated in the National Arts and Crafts Artists & Creation Designers Congress held in Beijing and was
awarded “China Arts and Crafts Artist” ( renamed “Masters of Chinese Arts and Crafts ” in 1988 ) by the Ministry
of Light Industry.

1979.11, he was elected the vice president of China Arts and Crafts Society.

1983, he was elected the representative of the Sixth National People’s Congress. That same year, he devised a
sculpture called <Double flute> and finished <Zhuo wenjun’ enjoyment of the sound of guqin>, <The Nanji old man
offering peaches>, < Ode to the plum blossom >.

1986.5.27, he was named the Grand Master of Craftsman by Beijing Arts and Crafts Controlling Corporation.
1986.10.30, he was appointed as the member of professional and senior evaluation committee of professional titles of
Arts and Crafts by the Ministry of Light Industry.

1987.11.12, he was passed away because of illness in Beijing.
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Ivory Carving

Ivory Carving is the handicraft made from ivory. Delicate carved ivory in the Neolithic Age of Hemudu culture and
Dawenkou culture were once unearthed. Ivory, the main origins of which are Beijing, Guangzhou, Shanghai, Nanjing
and other places now, is the quality carved material for its fine texture. It is difficult to fracture and is more suitable
for producing hollow sculpture works especially in the mild and wet weather conditions. Works are divided into two
categories: practical products (lamps, pen racks, cigarette holders, seals) and artistic products (figures, flowers and
plants, table screens, etc). Beijing ivory with fine carving, mainly about costume ladies, birds and flowers, is simple
and unsophisticated and some with the color rendering. Guangzhou ivory is famous for the exquisitely carved ivory
ball, while Shanghai ivory is famous for the small and exquisite figure ivory carving and Nanjing is known for the
imitation antique ivory. In Beijing, Suzhou, Shanghai and other places, there is a kind of method called "finely carved
ivory", which means carving long texts or natural features on a small piece of ivory with very fine blade and the
greatest care, is as thin as a hair, thus it is appreciated by the public.
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The Demean or of the Masters—The Total Foreword
of The “Masters of Chinese Arts and Crafis ” Series

Zhang Daoyi

The Chinese tradition of respect for teachers has been known all along just as “where there
is the truth there is the teacher”said teachers who play the role of the fine examples and
models are not only the carriers of the truth but also the inheritors of it. At the same time the
masters who stand on the peak of culture are in glory of long time and have created the human
civilization are deﬁned as the outstanding academics or artists. Masters from one generation to
another with their tremendous achievements build our nation’s cultural edifice.

Usually referring to the Masters whether in the academia or the art circle is mostly that people
respectfully call them. Presently in our country there is only one title of the Masters the “Arts
and Crafts Masters™ that were elected with the standards established by the country which is a
kind of honor and mission making the pride of the nation on their shoulders just like the hard
work in Olympic arena where is not easy to get the laurels and the gold medals.

The Arts and Crafts in our country has not only the long history but numerous varieties and
excellent tradition as well. The sophisticated and wise crafts flourished with the development
of farming culture. As early as more than 2500 years ago “The Artificers Record "(Zhou Li
Kao Gong Ji) pointed out “By conforming to the order of the nature adapting to the climates in
different districts choosing the superior material and adopting the delicate process the beautiful
objects can be made™ which clearly meant the thought of human-centered following the law
of nature on the one hand and exerting the property of material and technology on the other.
Turning material resources to good account or making the best use of everything is always the
actively enterprising attitude in the creation. The historical legacies of Arts and Crafts such
as the heavy bronze stuff the warm and smooth jades the crystal porcelain gold and silver
objects the clean lacquerware the gorgeous silk the fine embroidery and so on are all showed
amazing wisdom. So it is hard to imagine the ability that gives the clay a solid state under high
temperature as Phoenix Nirvana borning of fire which can turn out to be the porcelain that
sounds like the Chinese Chime Stone and looks like a mirror; that makes the sap into objects

when it has been solid after flowing from the lacquer trees: that carves the ivory ball into



the dozens of layers every layer can rotate freely and has all patterns at different levels; that
turns the parts of bamboo over into the “spring reverse motion™ that so gentle just like baby’s
skinweaves strings of bamboo to form the fan as elegant as brocade; that embroiders the Block
Screen as the double-sided embroidery; that uses the hands to knead the clay figurines showed
the spirit. Everything looks like a kind of God-made each piece is magical which is considered
as the “treasure handed down” or “national treasure” by people and as the “manifestation of the
essence of man power” by the philosophers. I do not want to describe people by using the word
“Superman” however we should admit that anytime in the sprots ground the winner of the
various games say the highest jumping one is just the NO.1 and he would be as our “Arts and
Crafts Masters™.

In past when apprentice carpenters studied with a teacher there was a formula cried
out “beginner for three years is able to travel the world; and then for another three years is
unable to move” which means the first three years is nothing but the time for ability that let
some of the craftsmen do “Shi Zi Huo "(the stylized works) just to make a living and the further
three years is not the simple time for a novice to repeat but for the idea of creation and is the
reification of self-cultivation and makes people to bring their spirituality and intelligence into
play. Actually our Arts and Crafts masters with great concentration have great efforts far more
than three years hard training. The ancients said “techniques reach a certain realm would act
in cooperation with the spiritual world”. Only entering this realm can people give full play
to their imagination use manual dexterity obtain the high degree of ability of controlling or
even get the “stunt”. Although “The Artificers Record ™ said “ creating objects belongs to wise
man highlighting the truth belongs to clever man however inheriting these for generations only
belongs to the craftsman™ it simply makes the statement of the relationship between design
and production which can not only be separated but also be combined and both of them are
concerned with life-long practice in order to achieve a superb point.

As we all know the Arts and Crafts can be divided into two categories one is the bread-and-
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