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Preface by Wang Boming
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In a myth, the story goes that many birds expressed
disagreement with the beauty of the phoenix and asked to
check all its ten thousand and one plumes to make sure
whetner they were all beautiful. It turned out that ten
thousand plumes were dazzling beautiful, but one plume
was gray, dirty and contray to standard. all those birds into
an uproar. The phoenix felt ashamed of itself and pulled
that plume at once. To the phoenix's surprise, another gray
and dirty plume began to grow shortly after that plume had
been pulled. Beautiful as the phoenix was, the gray and dir-
ty plume could never be pulled out. This myth can be used
to explain a problem in the sphere of learning ie, "Khow-
ledge has no limit. "or"No art is flaw-less." Excuse me for
making a subject assertion that it is like catching the moon
in the water to find out a consummate artist or a perfect
painting in the history. Shu Dongpo once made his com-
ments on poetic of Du Fu,calligraphy of Yan Zhenging and
paintings of Wu Daozi: "Nothing can reach the peak of
perfection in the world. "Relatively speaking, a "peak” is not
absolutely the highest after all. | appereciated highly Zheng
Baizhong's paintings as soon as they were showed to me.
In my opinion, we must set a hign value on a painting so far
as it has its own merit and creativeness. Particuarly, we
must take this attitute towards midde-aged and young artists
of our time and their paintings, for producing works of art is
a labour to increase the spiritual wealth of our society. This
kind of labour itself is deserving of attention and respect,
and the artist himself should be encouraged and supported.
For the past ten years or so, Zheng Baizhong has been
more diligent and unyfelding in pursuit of his own artistic
style and has achieved successes. It is not accidental that
he has now received a deserved praises from the society.

Ther are many requirements for works of art. One of
them is artistic style, which is like cookery calling fordistinc-
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tive chracteristics. We can have the same subject matters
for our paintings, but in drawing a painting, we must avoid
identical technique of expression. The peculiarity of Mt
Huashan ( shaanxi ) and Mt. Wuyi ( Fujian ) has won the
acclim of all the people. The beauty of China's five sacred
mountains and three famous rivers is as much as they like.
However the works of art should vary from one artist to
another. Qi Baishi was a great modern master of painting of
our country and he deserved to be learned from. But just as
he said:" a painting similar to mine is dooomed to failure.”
Therefore, | once drew an equation like mathematics. But
anequal-sign cannot be applied to this equation with a sim-
ple matnematics concept, for example, one Qi Baishi plus
ten artists who devoted themselves to studying Qi's paint-
ings, | think, is not equal to eleven Qi Baishi, but is still
equal to one Qi Baishi. There exist schools of art and they
must be analysed according to various artistic requirements
and characteristics. The same school of painting must de-
pend on the same painting viewpoints of the artists or their
identical aesthetic perception in dealing with artistic forms.
They should not draw paintings of the same form. The Yang-
zhou artists of the Qing Dynasty such as Jing Dong Xin,
Zheng Xie, Li Futang , Li Fangying and Luo Liang feng were
all out standing artists of literary paintings. They had com-
mon artistic demand, but they each went their own way in
painting techniques and art composition. Their artistic styes
were different from each other. Luo Liangfeng was a stu-
dent of Jing Dongxin, yet Luo's paintings were different from
his teacher's. As for Zheng Baizhong's paintings, he has his
own idea and way of paiting. His paintings are imbued with
the rich flavour of the times to a certain degree. He is now
absorbing the merits of all great masters with close atten-
tion, but he doesn't imitate a certain master's painting tech-
nique. Comments were made on his paintings:" He has
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given full play to his various painting techniques and his
paintings are magnificently conceived.""He is good at draw-
ing trees and is well versed in drawing waters t0o.”"In his
paintings, the dense forest is luxuriant, but it is in perfect
order; while the simple branches and trunks are interesting
and pleasing to the eyes.”" | appreciate the "changes” in his
paintings, which he has in his mind all the time. So far as an
artist can pay attention to "changes” in their paintings, he is
sure to be able to make an invention. The important thing
for a painting is creation, which Zheng Baizhong has taken
particular notice of and which has been reflected in his
artistic practice. Precisely because of this, it won't be long
that Zheng Baizhong's successes in painting are bound to
be much greater.

| haven't met Zheng Baizhong before. | have just been
asked to write a preface for his painting album by his friend.
His paintings impressed me tremendously after | had seen
them. Therefore | would to put my above impressions in
writing as introductory remarks, which will lead to more
appraisals of his paintings. Though | didn't state my views
directly on his concrete paintings, my intention has been
contained in the preface. This preface of mine is not only
intended to introduce an accomplished artist ot the public,
but also intenede to express my opinion on his paintings. |
would like to point out some defects in his paintings when |
meet him some day, for there is no end to learning. let us
encourage each other in our endeavours. And | write down
this preface for his'painting album.
Wang Boming, Prefessor
Yantai
July 15, 1988
Translated by Zheng Bailian



1 K3 WF  An Autumn River
2 ERH185C  Yueyang Edifice—An Ancient Building Cverlooking Dong ting Lake
3 ®IFFHEE  Dongpo Chi Bi Cliff
4 TR Beautiful Mountains
5 ImZHEE  Early Auspicious Snow
6 ZBMHE The Rising Sun on a Sea of Clouds
7 @M WE  Later Autumn Scenery
8 AFEIL/ZEK  The Surging Changjiang River
9 /KRzE  Mulan Joining the Army in Place of Her Old Father
10 EW4&[ Evening Rain on Shichuan Mountains
11 &/, 1—% A Peak by the Fuchun River
12 BWEE  Writing
13 #1E/& A Peach Flower Pond
14 [ Z=%+ Three Scholars Chatting by the Tiger Stream
15 EfR#HE  Searching for the True Meaning of Life
16 jwfMAEsXZEE Shi Naian Chatting on Arts
17 R/ I=W& Three Gorges of the Chang Jiang
18 —A%&JE A Spring Wind in February
19 £/158F Boat Tracker
20 /15 Song of an Evening River
21 EEfI3D&k  After a Passing Heavy Shower
22 =+7XR&E K Spring Waters
23 /%f1088% Fishing at Night
24 F/5BEE West Lake at Dawn
25 [B{E=H Flowers in march
26 FHFMFH A Peaceful and Quiet World
27 &M Aspring Rain
28 i Li#{E¥ Lotus Peak
29 BgA k48HE Bright Moonlight
30 MAHESF Weeding at Midday
31 A L1858  Midnignt
32 #A{£i&8 Deligntful Places
33 oJLIt&BIHIERE  Omei Mountain
34 @&k On the Way to Ruoyang
35 RRI/IXMA A Sailing Boat on the Charfgjlang River
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36 £I@  An Autumn River

37 FkERLE  Charming Autumu Scenery

38 KR4 Rolling Waves

39 /it X9 A Big River

40 E[FEWA  Tending Sheep

41 &2 Green Lake

42 FXELFR  Ode to the Autumn Wind

43 iELWR  Flying Clouds above Mountains

44 =11 Wu Yi Mountain

45 I3 Green Min Mountain

46 7BERAA A Refeshing Breeze

47 A FE£%Z  Jing Bian Stream in the Moonlight
48 M3 LI7KX  Landscape of Four Seasons

49 2 T fEi&F  Asking the Way Under a Pine Tree
50 EE=fk Travel-stained heroes

51 A MER  Flowering Mountain Stream

52 #Z5: W Spring Cloud and Morning Mist
53 2Eji% Searching Dream a bcuh Mr Zhuang Zhi
54 12 EEA#EE Flowers and Mandarin Duchs
55 FiEE A Civilization of Long History

© 56 2 UFE  Mountain Flowers in Home Village
57 $RiEAREE  Flowers at Dawn

58 & & Childhood

59 %#¥&E  Chinese Wistaria and Gold Fish

60 E#hE T A Orchid, Rock and Bamboo

61 & ER Spring News

62 @ A #:2 A Boundless Wonderful View

63 &/K¥4E  Early Spring Scenery

64 JE& & Chinese Ancient Civilization

65 F4 @848  Morning Glory

66 JEFEFE  Cranes at Morning Mist

67 ERkBZE Merry Carps

68 A EE A Flying Eagle

69 ;ARHA Narcissus

70 Kk & Hibiscus



1 &kFEWF  An Autumn River
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3 R FHREE ( ERPEAEBHREFR )
Dongpo Chi Bi Cliff ( Displayed
at Chinese modern Artists’ joint
Exhibition of Chinese Paintings )
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4 FE%EF  Beautiful Mountains
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Early Auspicious Snow
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a Sea of Clouds
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Later Autumn Scenery
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8 A{|KR/LFEFEK The Surging Changjiang River 9 /K#iZ Mulan Joining the Army in Place of Her Old Father



