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In about five or six hundred years of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the late period
of China’s feudal society, there was a time of prosperous commercial economy marked
by the saying of “No Huizhou merchants, no towns and cities”. The impact of Huizhou
merchants could be felt almost all over the country. Among them, many became officials
for secking profits, or sought profits for holding the official posts. But at the same time
they brought up a number of talented people in science and art, not only promoting
the development of production and the prosperity of the social economy, but also
accelerating the progress of science and technology, as well as art and culture.

Architecture reflects the development of politics and economy, and it is the physical
carrier of science and technology, and art and culture. When the Huizhou merchants
became rich or held high official posts, the first thing which came to their minds was
to build residences, ancestral halls, academies, memorial archways, etc., in their home
town for the sake of bringing honour to their ancestors. Based on the long development
of building industry, the rich experience of building technology and the maturity of
skills and practice, Huizhou architecture has formed its own special local characteristics
and become a unique school in China’s ancient constructions, an exotic flower in the
garden of the architectural art. Among the precious buildings, many are listed as the
most important historical sites to be given special protection by the central and local
governments and some are officially inscribed on the World Cultural Heritage List by the
UNESCO.

Huizhou was called Xin An in ancient time, governing 6 counties of Yixian, Shexian,
Xiuning, Wuyuan, Qimen and Jixi. It is a place full of beautiful scenes and outstanding

people. In Xiuning County alone, there were 13 Zhuangyuan (title conferred on the one



who came first in the highest imperial examination) only in the Qing Dynasty. In other
counties, there once appeared “father and son ministers”, “brother Hanlins”, or “eight
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Jinshi in one family” and “four Zhuangyuan in a small town”. Huizhou had a long histry
of culture and high reputation in many aspects of literature, philosophy, arts and crafts,
such as Xin’an Neo-Confucianism headed by Cheng brothers and Zhu Xi, Anhui School
of philosophy, Xin’an School of Painting, Xin’an School of medicine, Anhui Opera, etc.
They all deeply influenced the formation of the Huizhou-school Architecture.

As is said in this book, the features of the Huizhou architecture can be summed up
as follows, though various in shape and size: white walls and black tiles in appearance;
courtyards and skywells to admit daylight and rain, meaning “receiving wealth”; high
and steep and well arranged horse-head walls; magnificent gate towers and shieldings;
exquisite and beautiful carvings; tall and spacious halls upstairs and enjoyable beauty
chairs, etc.

The ancient folk residences, ancient ancestral halls and ancient archways, scattered
between the Huangshan and Qiyun Mountains and existing for several hundred years
during the Ming and Qing periods, are regarded as the three masterpieces of Huizhou-
style constructions. Among them is the Chengzhi Hall of Hongcun in Yixian County,
which has a local name of “folk imperial palace”. It covers an area of several thousand
square meters and contains the outer compound, inner compound, front hall, rear hall,
cast and west wing rooms, studies, sitting hall and fish-pond halls. Besides, there are a hall
for mah-jong playing and a hall for opium-taking, which are quiet and secluded. All the
halls and pavilions here are elegant and exquisite, and the wood, brick and stone carvings
in them are delicate and lively, the best of which are the rare carvings of “A Hundred
Children Celebrating the Lantern Festival”, “Emperor Su Zong of Tang Dynasty
Entertaining the Officials”, “Guo Ziyi’s Birthday Celebration” and “Nine Generations
Living Together” on the beams and architraves. In a word, Chengzhi Hall of Hongcun is
undoubtedly the classical and representative work of the ancient folk dwelling houses in
Huizhou.

Ancestral halls, as special public places of worshiping ancestors and strengthening
the cohesion of a clan, were all the vogue in history and spread in large numbers all
over the Huizhou District. It seems that almost every family clan had its own ancestral
hall. The extant Ancestral Hall of the Hu Clan in Longchuan of Jixi County and Baolun
Pavilion of Chengkan Village in Shexian County are listed as the two ancestral halls of
national value by the present experts of ancient architecture protection. The Ancestral
Hall of the Hu Clan in Longchuan covers an area of more than 1000 square meters with
three sections. The surface of the square beams under the eaves of the huge gate tower
are decorated with delicate carvings: one of them is the pattern of nine lions and the
other is that of nine dragons. The wooden beams on both sides are carved with figures

and stories from The Three Kingdoms, which is very special and exquisite. Baolun



Pavilion of Chengkan Village has four sections and four courtyards, covering an area of
more than 2000 square meters and including the screen wall, Lingxin Gate, stele pavilions,
ceremonial gate, corridors, platform, Xiangtang (reception hall) and Qindian (ceremonial
hall). The whole hall is well arranged and in an imposing manner, acclaimed by people as
the acme of perfection.

Hamlets in Huizhou are usually situated either at the foot of mountains or by the
riverside, mostly relating to the concept of Fengshui. However, the plan and shape of
residences and halls, as well as the patterns of carvings, embodies the philosophical
connotation of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism. For example, Bao’ai Hall of
Tangyue faces the north, which is contrary to the convention, and has 108 rooms, big or
small, which is related to the concept of Taoism. The seven archways in front of Tangyue
Village are arranged in a line and named according to the teachings of Confucianism. The
patterns of carvings on the walls, doors, windows, beams and columns, such as Ruyi (an
S-shaped ornamental object, usu. made of jade, formerly a symbol of good luck), lotus
and characters, reflect the impact of Buddhism on the Huizhou constructions. Then, the
ox-shape planning of Hongcun of Yixian and the boat-shape planning of Xidi, taking
the advantage of the practical local terrains and adding some artificial decorations, are in
accordance with the traditional concept of Fengshui on surface, but in depth these plans
are in harmony with the current eco-architecture and landscape-architecture which are
very popular both at home and abroad. Few people are involved in the study of these
tields and there are not many findings. The editor of this book, familiar with modern
architecture designs, traditional divination and philosophy of Confucianism, Taoism and
Buddhism, can therefore search, by citing various theories, for the unusual secrets in
depth and cultural meaning of the Huizhou architecture from different aspects.

China has a long and splendid civilization. If we say that the philosophies during
the pre-Qin period, emerged in China, and poetry during the Tang and Song Dynasties
are our immortal mental heritage, the extant gardens in south Yangtze and the Huizhou
constructions are the physical carriers of our excellent traditional culture, reserving a
thorough study and research. Mr. Fan Yanbing, chief editor of this book, had paid
tens of visits to Huizhou in eight years, traveling afar under difficult conditions and
investigating the ancient folk residences, ancient ancestral halls, groups of archways and
typical hamlets. After reading large volumes of records, he finished the writing of this
book, which is a great contribution to the study of the Huizhou architecture. Since T was
engaged in the reservation of the Huizhou ancient buildings and the application of Xidi
and Hongcun for the list of world cultural heritage, I went to Huizhou many times and
have been deeply moved and attracted by the historical and cultural arts of Huizhou-
school architecture, thus being irrevocably committed to it. I am happy to see the

publication of this book, hence the preface.
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