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Many people have truly complicated—and often polarized—feelings toward
America. Due to these mixed feelings, it is difficult to objectively view America,
but perhaps those feelings are evidence that these people have a very strong
interest in America. It is unfortunate that neither those who like or dislike
America seem to accurately understand the nation. Based on nationalism, one
side cries out for the rejection of America; while the other side embraces
America. In this sense, it is now more important than ever to strive to

objectively view America in the era of globalization.

| had always wanted to create a series of books on America decades ago.
However, back then, | didn’t know much about America, nor did | have the
confidence to write about America as | felt that | would be scorned by the many
experts on America. But after deciding that the time has come for me to write about
America, | published this three-volumed series after working on it for two years.
Even though | lived in America—as a visiting professor—for only about a year
and a half, | encountered topics on America on a daily basis from the media over a
10-year period while | lived in Europe. Whether | wanted it or not, | have had

significant exposure to America, and | take pride that | have worked hard to




understand its society and people. This three-volumed series on America is based

on such experience and knowledge.

The series consists of these three volumes: Volume 1: The People—from
America’s democracy and constitution to its social problems, and from the
immigration history to American life style, this volume tries to give a full picture
of American life; Volume 2: The History—it tells about the history of the U.S.
from Columbus’ discovering America to its growing to be the only superpower
in the world; and Volume 3: The Presidents—the volume shows how American
presidents, from Washington to Obama, influences the U.S. and even the
world. Volume 3 was added because it’s difficult to understand America without
understanding the various aspects and characteristics of the U.S. presidents and the

U.S. presidency.

| hope that these books will not only help dispel any wrong illusions about
America but also enable my readers to accurately view America, free from any
unreasonable prejudices. | am grateful to my dear readers and those who
contribute to the editing and publishing of the series!

Won-bok Rhie
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The Greatest Experiment of Mankind
— The Identity of the American Nation







What got you
so excited and
made you clap?

Westerns are
always fun
to watch.

It’s always splendid to see the
American cavalry mopping up the
Indians and flying the Stars and Stripes!

You too have been
brainwashed by
Hollywood movies!

7

Between the white man recklessly killing
the Native Americans and the Native
Americans driven out by the white man
from their ancestral homeland, with
whom should we sympathize?

Should we clap and rejoice over a movie
like that made from the perspective of the
white man or feel sorrow for the Native
Americans?

Even from movies, evidently, there are
diverging views on America depending on
your perspective. It’s an interesting country!




HELLO, EVERYBoDY /

Americal

Well, shall we start our story on
America?

)

Why don't we first go over the meaning
of the name ‘America?’

AMERICA

America is officially known as the ‘United
States of America.’

The United States
of America

Although numerous nations exist in the
North and South American continents,

Canada |g

the ‘United States of America’ is simply
known as ‘America.’

USA
‘ Cuba
Mexico Colombia I
Chile L
L Brazil
Argentina
™ 111

Then, why is ‘America’ called as ‘Meegook’
in Korean,

Why is America called as
‘Meegook’ in Korean?

Because ‘Meegook’
is ‘Meegook.”

when Americans themselves don't
recognize the Korean name ‘Meegook?’

Meegook!

The Japanese refer to America as
‘Beikoku,’

Beikoku!

whereas the Chinese refer to America as
‘Meiguo.” What are the reasons for these
names?

Meiguo!




| presume you know why China is called
‘China’ in English.

China first became known to the West
during the Qin Dynasty, which was the
first unified feudal dynasty in Chinese

Qin Shi Huang

‘&’ is pronounced as ‘Qin’ in Chinese.

When the name ‘Qin’ spread to Europe,

&

Chinese
pronunciation

= Qin

various countries pronounced ‘Qin’ as
‘Cina,’ ‘China,’ ‘Hina,’ and ‘Chine,’
among others, in their own way.

—>» Cina (Italian)
—> China (English)
— Hina (German)

—> Chine (French)

Among those names, the English-style
‘China’ became most well known.

Likewise, in the case of Japan, the English
name ‘Japan’ originated from the Chinese
name ‘B

The Chinese characters ‘BZs,’ read as
Nippon or Nihon in Japan, were read as
‘Riben’ in Chinese.

This spread to the West and eventually
got to be known as Japan.

Since the name ‘Japan’ originated from
the Chinese pronunciation of ‘BZs,’

it tends to be a very disagreeable name to
the Japanese, especially among those
who are very prideful of their nation.

We don’t feel
good about it!

This is perhaps why some Japanese
insist on using the name ‘Nippon’ or
‘Nihon’ internationally.

NIPPON!




Located at the far east of Mainland China
and enclosed by Japan toward the Pacific
Ocean,

the reclusive country

became known to the West relatively later
than China and Japan.

Most people
only took this

Word on this courtry first spread through
Arabian merchants who came to the country
through China during the Goryo Dynasty.

The Korean word ‘Goryo’ gradually
underwent a phonological change to
‘Korea.’

Although many countries were known
through various names, each country
eventually became known by the name

first introduced to the West.
]
Ming|

Baekje

ng|
Qin

Qing

So, let's retumn to our story on why
America became known as ‘Meegook’
by Koreans.

But, first, who knows when the first American
visited Korea? This isn't an easy one!

Historical records indicate that it was
1855, the sixth year of the reign of King
Chuljong.

That was when gold mines were
discovered in thewestern United

In search of gold, people rushed in
great numbers to the Pacific Coast.

Among those people, aside from gold
seekers, there were also many whaling
ship crewmen.




