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Dear friends, have you ever been to Y

and how much do you know about this place? Yun-

nan Province is a fascinating tourist destination ac-
tually, known for its beauty, charm, affluence,
mystery and long history. Many visitors would like
to call it “a land of mystery” .

But what kind of mystery makes Yunnan so
fascinating? First of all, let us have an idea about
the origin of the place’s name.

Yunnan is short for “Dian” . It was called Dian
much earlier than it got the present name. During
the period of the Warring States, there was a tribe
called Dian living here. In 279 BC, Zhuang Qiao,
a general of the Chu State, headed an army to have
this area united. Because later his backward way
was blocked by the army of the Qin State, General
Zhuang thus permanently stayed here and kinged
himself. After then he gradually developed this land

into a civilised area with thousands of square metres
of fertile land.

In the 2nd year of Yuanfeng (109 BC) during
the Han Dynasty, Emperor Wu sent an army to this
area, and he followed the suit of the previous ad-

strative system to have a King of Dian to govern
this place. He also authorised a seal “King of Di-
an"to the king. What this great emperor was differ-
ent from his predecessors was that he was also poet-




ic. When he leamed that colourful clouds appeared
in Nanzhong he got an inspiration and created the
name of “Yunnan” which means “south of the co-
lourful clouds™. At that time only a county got such
a name. Later in the Tang Dynasty, the central

government appointed the local king as " King of

Yunnan” instead of King of Dian. But it was in
1275 it formally took the name for the province. It
was in that year, the Yuan Dynasty set up an ad-

ministrative province here and named it Yunnan.
So the name of the province has a same colourful
history .

However, in the tourist perspective, Yunnan
is best known for its natural wonders.

Here are many beautiful and magnificent
mountains .

Geographically speaking, Yunnan is a south
extented part of the Qing-Zang Plateau and is a

mountainous province . In its 394,000 square kilo-
metres, you-will find numerous mountains: in the
west lie the Hengduan Mountains, in the Yun-Gui
Plateau in the east, mountains are just like great
waves rushing all over, in the south medium sized
and lesser mountains lie either in basins or wide
valleys. There are up to 30 mountains which are
4000 metres or more above sea level. The famous
mountains for tourists are quite a few, they are Mei-




