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EOREWORD

New Standard English is a course of English for China in the twenty-first century. It presents
learners at junior middle schools the English of international communication today.

The Junior Middle School series covers three years of instruction. Each book takes one
semester to complete. Each Student’s Book module corresponds to a teaching week of four
45-minute lessons. It is organised around a theme and a module task, and contains three
units:

® Unit 1 focuses on the presentation of grammar and vocabulary through listening and
Speaking activities. The listening is presented both as a warm-up activity to the module
theme, and as a presentation dialogue, showing the target structures and lexis in a
communicative context. The unit also includes practice of aspects of pronunciation. It closes
With:speaking practice in which the learner uses the language taught in a personalised,
learner-centred way.

® Unit 2 presents further grammar through reading, with activities designed to develop
discrete reading skills. Further vocabulary items related to the overall theme of the module
may be included. The unit finishes with writing practice.

® Unit 3 includes grammar practice exercises of the structures presented in the first two
units, vocabulary exercises, and an Around the world section which draws the learners’
attention to information related to the module theme, and drawn from outside China. Finally,
the Module task shows how the language presented in the module can be used in a
communicative way.

The two Revision modules in each Student’s Book, one positioned in the middle of the
book, and one at the end, provide further practice of the language in the preceding modules.

Each Workbook module reflects the theme, lexis, grammar and task included in the
corresponding teaching module of the Student’s Book and is designed to consolidate and
extend the language taught.

The Teacher’s Book contains a step-by-step guide to the teaching procedure of each module,
the answer key to the exercises, tapescripts, activities for further practice and extensive
background notes to the cultural references in the teaching material.

New Standard English recognises that the Chinese learner is a member of the world English-
speaking community. It aims above all to demonstrate that the English language doesn’t
just belong to the English, it belongs to everyone.

Simon Greenall :
Co-editor in Chief, New Standard English
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L. Overview

@® New Standard English is a course of English for
China in the twenty-first century. It has four main
principles:
¢ to present learners at junior middle school the
English of international communication today;
o to represent a methodology which includes the
practical realisation of the latest ideas about language
learning, both influenced and guided by the context
of learning in China;
« to promote excellence in teacher training and teacher
development in China; and
o to develop the learners’ awareness of the language
system and the nature of effective communication in

the world about us.

I1. The role and responsibility of the New

Standard English course
® The primary role of New Standard English is to

organise a course of English instruction for both the
students and the teachers. It does so by adopting a
multi-syllabus course design which reflects the full
extent and true nature of the language which a learner
needs to acquire in Chinese middle schools, and by
dividing this body of language into manageable
learning chunks.

@® The New Standard English course also pays respect
to different learning and teaching styles of the users,
both students’ and teachers’. It must provide the
meaningful and motivational context for effective
learning to take place, both in it presentation of new
information about the language, and in the careful
selection of topics designed to interest the learners.
This content may not only exploit the current
knowledge of the learners but also present general
knowledge of the world about us. It will include new
information about contemporary ideas as well as
knowledge more specifically related to all aspects of
the school curriculum.

® But at best, the New Standard English course has a
responsibility towards the dissemination of new ideas
and the principles of best practice in all aspects of
teacher training and teacher development. Good
teaching resources and teacher development should
promote good learning and good teaching. Good
teaching resources are designed to be a support and
guidance to both experienced and less-experienced
teachers, as well as their students. They should reflect
teachers’ expectations as well as interpret and adapt
new theories for classroom use. They should not be
viewed as a restriction on creative teaching.

IT1. The multi-syllabus course design in New

Standard English
® Rather than using a single syllabus such as a
grammatical syllabus or a lexical syllabus, the scope
& sequence of New Standard English is made up of a
number of syllabuses or syllabus strands, referred to
as a “multi-syllabus course design”. These syllabus
strands include:

« themes;

o lexis;

¢ grammar and functions;

¢ skills: reading, writing, speaking and listening;

¢ pronunciation;

¢ learner training; and

# socio-cultural awareness.

® All of these syllabus strands are informed by the
specifications in the Ministry of Education documents
and are signposted in a clear way in the Student’s
Book. Their integration into the teaching material is
described in the next section.

IV. Components and module structure

@ The junior middle school series comprises three
years of instruction, each divided into a book designed




