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1.The International Olympic Committee

The International Olympic Committee created by the Paris Congress
on 23rd June 1894, " is the supreme authority of the Olympic Movement.
It has its headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland. The IOC has
unquestionable powers as guide, guardian and arbiter. It owns all rights
concerning the Olympic symbol, the Olympic flag, the Olympic motio,
the Olympic anthem and the Olympic Games.

The I0C flag has five interlaced rings, of which the respective
colours from the pole end are blue, yellow, black, green and red, on a
white background. The yellow and green rings are lower than the other
three. The yellow ring links the blue and the black ones; the green links
the black and red ones. This Olympic symbol represents the union of the
five continents and the meeting of athletes from all over the world at the
Olympic Games. Coubertin, who designed this emblem in 1913,
explained its symbolic meaning: ‘These five rings represent the five parts
of the world now won over to Olympism and ready to accept its fertile
rivalries. Also ( white background included ), the six colours thus
combined represent those of all nations,(z) with no exceptions.’ This
reflects the Olympic spirit of friendship and equality among sportsmen the
world over. The Olympic flag first appeared officially in 1914, in Parns,
on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the re-establishment of the
Games. It was first hoisted over an Olympic stadium in 1920, during the
Antwerp Games.

The motto adopted by the IOC, Citius, Altius, Fortius (* Faster,
Higher, Stronger’), made its appearance at the Antwerp Games. In a
way the [OC has a second motto: ‘The most important thing in the
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Olympic Games is not to win but to take part, just as the most important
thing in life is not the triumph but the struggle. The essential thing is not
to have conquered but to have fought well’ .®) These words said by
Coubertin now appear on the electronic scoreboards at opening ceremonies
of the Games.

An Olympic hymn of slow and solemn beauty and classical
inspiration was composed in 1896 by the Greek Spyros Samaras to words
by one of his colleagues.In the 1950s there were calls for a change but
the attempts to provide something better were unsuccessful and Samaras’s
cadences have since been linked to every Olympic festival. This hymn, by
decision of the IOC congress in Tokyo, in 1958, has been recognized as
the official Olympic anthem.

The Olympic Games are competitions between athletes in individual
or team events and not between countries. Athletes compete under the
technical direction of the International Federations concemed. ¥)

The Olympic Games consist of the Games of the Olympiad and the
Olympic Winter Games ( first celebrated in 1924) . Both take place every
four years.

The Olympiads are numbered consecutively from the first Olympic
Games of modem times, celebrated in Athens in 1896.

Since its foundation in 1894 the IOC has had seven successive
presidents, Demetrius Vikelas 1894 — 1896 ( Greek), Baron Pierre de
Coubertin 1896 — 1925( French), Conde Henri de Baillet-Latour 1925 -
1942 (Belgian), J. Sigfrid Edstrom 1946 - 1952 (Swedish), Avery
Brundage 1952 - 1972 ( American), Lord Killanin 1972 - 1980 (Irish)
and Juan Antonio Samaranch 1980 — (Spanish) .



Word List:
supreme  /sju'prim/  adj.

headquarters  /'hed'kwortez/ n.

guardian /'gadjon/ n.
arbiter /'abits/ n.

conceming /kon'somity/ prep.

motto  /'motou/ n.
anthem /'@nfom/ n.

interlace /intd'leis/ v.

respective /ris'pektiv/  adj.

pole /poul/ n.

background  /'bsekgraund/ n.

continent  /'kontinent/ n.
emblem /'emblom/ n.

Olympism  /ou'limpizom/ n.

fertile /'fotail/  adj.

rivalry  /'raivelri/ n.
officially /3'fifoli/ adv.
hoist /hoist/ v.n.
stadium /'steidjom/ n.

triumph  /'traiomf/ n.v.
conquer /'konka/ v.
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scoreboard /'skobod/ .
hymn /him/ n.

solemn /'solom/  adj.
compose /kom'pouz/ v.
cadence /'keidons/ n.

compete /kom'pit/ v.
technical /'teknikal/ adj.

Olympiad /ou'limpized/ n.

consecutively /kon'sekjutivli/ adv.

successive /sok'sesiv/ adj.

Notes on the Passage:
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1.The International Olympic Committee created by the Paris Congress on

23rd June 189%4,---
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RE(ERKFMES) AT BRLIFEFER. K&ANFAITH
BB — BT T e R AU B 3 A8 5 AN B B i
TEFH IR EZNEE, 6 H 23 B, K283 TR HER
MIEFEZER2HRY AFHERERSRAEFRE,

2. ---the six colours thus combined represent those of all nations.
------ PXMERXEE-BHNAMIBARETHARENE
fa,
A3 F1 Y those of all nations F 15 the colours of all nations (%R
EHBE),

3. ‘The most important thing in the Olympic Games ---but to have fought

well’

“ERKLESHS L, REEMN - TEEHHE,

AN R WA B WKL 34 TR T 1908 4F, IEH SR MU R R iz
KXREFTZH . ERBBERS KR E -FHEUX L, BIHER
FEBERBEPA - AE ERARLRZEZS S, AR
SMMEEE", B THMFEMRE, LXE, E—KEH
BT EXBRET,

4. Athletes compete under **-the International Federations concerned.
B RTEMXMERETURER S 28 T HITHTE,
7<) ¥ International Federations 4 [ i LI K F BK & &, H 48R
K TFs.

Comprehension Questions:

1. Where and when was the 10C created?

2. What rights does the IOC have conceming the Olympic Movement?
5



3. Can you describe the Olympic flag and then explain its symbolic
meaning?

4.What is the Olympic motto adopted by the I0C?

5.Who composed the Olympic anthem? When?




2 .Federation Internationale
De Football Association

FIFA was founded in Paris in 1904 by the Football Associations of
France, Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands, Spsin, Sweden, and
Switzerland. Its headquarters has been in Zurich since 1927.

With its 167 members, the Federation Internationale de Football
Association ( FIFA ) is certainly one of the most important sporis
organizations in the world. The competitions directly organized by FIFA
are: the World Cup, which is a competition of the FIFA and is thus
embodied in the federation’s statutes, (!’ takes place every four years; the
Olympic Football Toumnament, which is described as the forerunner of
World Cups, takes place at the time of the Olympic Games; and the
World Youth Championship, which takes place every two years.

The development of soccer, or more precisely its professionalism,
forced the active parties of FIFA to more energetic action.® Therefore,
on 29 May 1928, a debate in the Amsterdam Congress of FIFA resolved
the rules of the World Championship, which was to be held every four
years, in between the Olympics. The tournament was called the World
Cup.

The Congress of Barcelona (18 May 1929) has given the privilege to
initiate the World Cup series in Uruguay, who achieved two Olympic Gold
Medals in 1924 and 1928 and had the magnificent stadium of the century,
Estadio Centenario, built in Montevideo in 1928. The prize for winning
the tournament was the World Cup, designed by Rimet. This statue was
called the Gold Nike. It was a golden cup thirty centimetres high and
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weighing eighteen hundred grams, hand manufactured by French gold-
smith Abel Lafleur. This trophy was to be the champions’ own property ™
if they were to win the tournament three times, not necessarily in a row.
During the First Congress of FIFA after World War [ ,on the twen-
ty-fifth anniversary of Jules Rimet being installed as the president of this
organization, the tournament was officially called the Rimet Cup. The
name World Cup was reinstated in April 1971 when FIFA (after the
Brazilians won the tournament three times and the cup as their own)
founded the new cup. It was called the FIFA World Cup, and the
important change was the fact that it would be a temporary prize. The
champions were to receive only a copy of the cup. The new cup is similar
to the old one and represents the globe with inscribed continents, held up
by the outstretched hands of the players. The FIFA World Cup was built
according to*) the project of an Italian sculptor, Silvia Gazzanigi.



Word List;

competition / kompi'tifen/ n.

embody /im'bodi/ v.
statute  /'stetjut/ n.

forerunner /'foyrans/ n.

championship /'tfeempjonfip/ n.

precisely /pri'saisli/ adv.

professionalism /pro'fefonslizom/ n.

resolve /ri'mlv/ v.
tournament /'tomement/ n.
privilege /'privilids/ n.
initiate  /i'nifieit/ v.
magnificent /meeg'nifisont/
riannfacture  /;menju'feektfo/
trophy /'troufi/ .

install /in'stol/ v,
reinstate  /'rizin'steit/ v,
temporary /'temporori/  adj.
‘necribe  /in'skraib/ v,

outstretched  /'autstretft/  adj.

sculptor  /'skalpte/ n.

Notes on the Passage:
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L.+--which is a competition of FIFA and is thus embodied in the federa-

tion’ s statutes:--

AAIH embody HFhiE, R R, A, A8 HEE. M.
1)The sculpture embodies the artist’s love of animals.



