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Preface

Named for Chen Daofu's hand scroll painting, 7en Spring Flowers Blooming:
An American Collection of Chinese Paintings and Calligraphy collects more
than 70 ancient and modern calligraphy pieces and paintings. The works are

all from an American collection built over the past twenty years that represents
key developments in the history of Chinese calligraphy and painting. It includes
Chen Daofu's 7en Spring Flowers Blooming, Ouyang Xun's Song Rubbing of
Huangtujun Stele, Zhang Bi's Four Ancient Poems in Cursive Script, Wang
Duo's Poems in Cursive Script, Shitao's A Lesson in Hoeing, Qian Gu's
Landscape, Huang Xiangjian's Seeking One's Farents One Thousand Miles, and
the masterpieces from Bada Shanren, Hua Yan, Qi Baishi, Zhang Dagian, Xu

Beihong, Wu Yuru, Qi Gong, and Wang Jigian.

This collection reflects the resurgence of interest in Chinese traditional art
among American collectors. The renewed cultural dialogue between China and
the West has brought wider recognition of these priceless works and has helped
foster international efforts to protect and preserve them. In keeping with this

spirit, the catalogue is published in both Chinese and English.

This book is dedicated to the efforts of connoisseurs and scholars. Drawing on
both research on traditional sources and Western curatorial approaches, the
catalogue provides a formal essay on each work in which in-depth aesthetic and

historical analysis is conveyed in highly accessible language.

It is our hope that the book will serve as catalyst for Chinese and foreign

collectors, connoisseurs, and art-lovers to maintain an enduring dialogue.

Yiguo Zhang
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Zhang Yuanju Watching the Waterfall

Ink and color on golden paper, fan
Dated: 1586
18 % x 6 Y in

Zhang Yuanju, born in Suzhou (Jiangsu province), was a famous Ming dynasty painter who was
skilled at imitating ancient paintings. One of his works, dated 1594, is in the collection of the
Palace Museum in Beijing. Zhang studied the paintings of Chen Daofu (1483-1544), whose

freehand brushwork exerted a great influence on later Chinese bird-and-flower paintings.

The inscription of this fan painting indicates that the work was created in 1586. Here, Zhang
uses Chen's method of light ink to depict the landscape, reflecting literati sensibilities.

The composition is balanced and stable, with the rocks in the lower right corner stretching
horizontally to the left. A large space is left blank to suggest the peaceful lake surface, creating
an open and expansive landscape on the small-scale fan-shaped paper. The artist depicts the
foot of the mountain in the upper left corner, suggesting its great height and grandeur. The
rushing waterfall in the distance contrasts sharply with the tiny figures standing on the cliff in
the foreground. The color tone of the work is gentle and soft. The contours of the rocks and
mountains are depicted with square and zigzagged lines, reminiscent of Wen Zhengming's

(1470-1559) landscape paintings employing freehand brushwork.
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Yan Bing Copying of Juran’s Landscape

[nk on paper, fan
Dated: 1852
19% x 7 s in

Shanghai native Yan Bing was an excellent Qing period landscape painter who was also
skilled at seal carving and calligraphy. Known for his bold and uninhibited brushwork,

he acquired his method of applying ink from his study of Wang Xuehao (1754-1832).

This 1852 painting, based on a landscape of Juran (active ca. 960-995), is from a series
of imitations of Song and Yuan landscape that Yan studied. Although this is a small fan,
the brushwork is rich and the composition is appealing. The middle section depicts the
low hills of the Southern landscape using stable and painstakingly layered brushwork
reminiscent of Wang Yuanqi (1642-1715). He creates the river running out from the
hills by leaving a large empty space, which conveys a sense of sublime peace. In the
foreground, Yan applies thick ink dots and dense trees with dragon-claw branches and

places the two contented scholars face-to-face in the lovely setting.
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