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LONGMEN SCULPTURE ART

Longmen Caves is located 13Km, south of Luoyang City where Xiangshan
(East Hill) and Longmen Shan (West Hill) stand facing each other. Yi River washes
its way northward through the gorge. Taken a distant view, it seems to be a
natural gate, therefore, historically named Yiqu (gate of Yi River). Later in Sui
Dynasty the capital was established in Luoyang and the palace gate was just
facing Yiguehence the name Longmen (the emperor's south gate), The famous
Longmen caves are densely dotted the one kilometre long hillsides along Yi River.
Together with Mogao Caves, (Dunhuang City. Gansu Province), Yungang Caves,
(Datong City Shanxi Province), Longmen Caves is known as the
Three — great — sculpture — treasure houses of China. In 1961 the State Council
promulgated it a key cultural relic unit for special protection.

The carving work on the first cave at Longmen was taken up in A.D 493,
when Emperor Xaowen moved his capital from Pincheng (now Datong City .Shanxi
Province) to Luoyang, However, from then on, constructions on caves were never
interrupted (through Northern Dynasties, Sui Dynasty, Tang Dynasty) until Northern
Song Dynasty. According to the statistical data by Longmen Cave Research
Institute, there are, at present, 2345 caves and niches, some 2800 pieces of
inscriptions, 40 Buddhist pagodas, over a hundred thousand Buddhist images
maintaining in both East Hill and West Hill.

Although Longmen caves is a art representation of Buddhist culture, it
reflects political, economic, as well as cultural state then. It is maintained to this
day a number of historical data for studying ancient religion, fine arts
architecture, calligraphy, music, dress, as well as medicine, therefore, it has been

considered as a large scale stone — carved art museum.
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From the existing stele — bearing inscriptions and historical records we know
that benefactors of Longmen Caves include imperial families , high — rank officers,
folk chambers of commerce, as well as common people. And a few foreign
buddhist believers made several small caves here, too.

As to Northern Wei period, the representative caves are Guyangd Cave,
Binyangzhongdong, Lianhuadong, and Weizi Cave, Huangfugong Cave etc.
Meanwhile, the representative ones of Tang Dynasty are Fengxiansi, wanfodong,
Qianxisi, Kanjinsi, Dawanwufodong etc. Among these, Fengxiansi enjoys the
largest scale at Longmen. It is the summit of Chinese Buddhist stone — carvingn
art. The chief Buddha Losana is 17.14 meters high, the head 4m tall, the pair of
ears 1.9m long, has a dignified, majestic, intellectual, however kindly feature, She
has a wide forehead beautiful eyes, charming face, Her mouth cornvers slightly tip
upwards and reveal a implicit smile, kasyapa, the old disciple on the left side is
circumspect. Ananda the disciple on the right, gentle and quiet. Manjusri and
Samantabhadra, the two attending bodhisattvas wear ornamental drapes and
precious beeds, are in rich and beautiful clothes.The Buddhist law — defending
heavenly king, in full - armors, a palm holding a magic pagoda has a solemn, calm
face. The Vajra pani with a pair of naked arms is firm, choleric. On the outer
sides of the bodhisattvas stand respectively two smiling virgin believers. Both
have a double hair knots, wear a long train and a pair of cloud — shaped — head
shoes. This group of statues reveal that the sculpture art has reached the highest
level during the thriving period of T'ang Dynasty.

The selected twenty pieces, as well as Yique Buddhist Niche Stele by Chu
shui — liang serve as the typical calligraphies of Northern Wei Stele inscription
and of early T'ang Dynasty. They are selected fine works having been admired by

scholars home and abroad.
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Although Longmen Caves belongs to Buddhist art, ancient sculptors broke
through the tie of religion rules, they took real life as a creative source,
successfully produced various kinds, different sizes, vivid religious art figures
provide precious object materials for researchers studying Chinese traditional
sculpture art thereby.

The scenery around Longmen is attractive. Since ancient time it has been
accepted as the most beautiful place among the eight famous scenic spots around
Luoyang City. It forms a wonderful view that the ever — green pines on the two
hills reflect downward in Yi River. Ancient art, fine circumstance, convenient
transport service attracts numerous scholars and travelers all over the world. At
present, the number of travelers to Longmen occupies first place among other
grand caves.

Longmen Caves has experienced vicissitudes of 1500 years, suffered serious
erosion as well as other catastrophes. According to statistics made in 1965, Some
800 finest pieces were stolen in 1930's. Few complete sculptures maintains now.
In 1953, Longmen Cultural Relic Preservation Administration was set up under the
approvement of the Culture Ministry, since then the caves have been properly
protected, In 1970's , advanced scientific technique was adopted to research the
method of curing cave diseases and maintaining sculptures, rain — proof and
secure protecting services were established, as a result, almost all the sculptures
have been put under appropriate protection. In addition, stairs and other secure
services for travelers are increasingly improved. Along with gradual increase of
culture quality of the common people, along with advancement of scientific
technique, with increasingly attention from the state, the art of longmen Caves

must charm the world long.
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1. EEFIBUER)

Southern part, Xishan, Longmen

LOBANR

Exterior of Guyang Cave

11



3

T TR
J

3. OB EmEL AT S ER
Niche dedicated by Fasheng, south
wall, Guyang Cave

4. ORI E R

Niches, north wall, Guyang Cave










5. B AE BRI EERRER
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Niche dedicated by monk Huicheng,

north wall, Guyang Cave

6. B BILEEXREEE
Niche dedicated by Yangdayan,north
wall, Guyang Cave

1. OB AEELRESER
Attending bodhisattva, north side,
back wall, Guyang Cave

8. G AmE LB IREER
B NHEA

Worshippers below the niche dedi-
cated by monk Fasheng, upper part,
south wall, Guyang Cave
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