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LET THE WEST LAKE BE MORE
BEAUTIFUL THAN EVER

—In lieu of a preface to
“A Picture Album of the West Lake in Days of Old”

Xia Yan

The West Lake is very beautiful indeed.

From time immemorial the West Lake has been known for her beauty. She should be made more beautiful than ever at the present time and
in the days to come.

Needless fo say, the West Lake was beautiful in the heyday of the Tang Dynasty. During the Southern Song Dynasty when the emperor was
content to exercise sovereignty over the southern part of the country, Lin An became a very prosperous capital of the kingdom and the West Lake
was made exceedingly attractive. Then came the Qing Dynasty. Emperor Qianlong made several inspection tours to the south of the Changjiang River
and left behind numerous “Imperial Inscriptions”around the lake. It seems that the West Lake still retained her charm at that time. But in the 18th
and 19th centuries the scenic beauty of the West Lake, like the national power of the Qing Dynasty, was on the decline.

In the 20’s of this century I had been in Hangzhou for a time. The West Lake was virtually in a state of dilapidation, but the Ten Scenic Spots
were still there. Peach blossoms and plum blossoms in Spring, lotus flowers in Summer, orange osmanthus in Autumn and plum flowers in Winter were
fast disappearing, and even some gardens of a unique style around the lake had fallen into decay; but her charm, though faintly visible, continued to
hold us in a spell and call up our memories of bygone days. Since then with incessant civil wars and foreign inrasions, the West lake has not seen
any better days. Things often fall into decay gradually, but damage done by man usually brings ruin upon age-long historic places of scenic beauty
in a flash. In the 50’s there had been a short period of renovations around the lake. However, people with the best of intentions may sometimes do
a bad turn. Catchwords pleasant to the ear may sometimes lead to serious disastrous consequences.For instance, in response to the call of “Turning
a consumer—city into a producer—city”, factories began to make their entry into the scenic spots;gardens and parks.were turned into sanatoriums, with
doors closed to the local inhabitants and the tourist who come afar to visit the place out of admiration. Out of sheer ignorance and stupidity the Leftists
often try to cry down scenic spots, which, as they assert, are “pleasure—seeking resorts for the moneyed class”, whereas historic sites are naturally
labelled as“Four Olds”. Early before the“Ten Years’ Great Calamity”, tombs and graves around the lake had been levelled to the ground and even
the tombs of Su Xiaoxiao and Wu Song could not escape the doom. Ye Qianyu, the celebrated painter, once remarked that the scenic spot“Evening
Chimes at Nanping” “had become a forbidden zone for several decades” , and “Orioles Singing in the Willows” had also been called down for its
“involvement” with “the old man under the moon-the God who unites persons in marriage” . All these are things of the past. Talking too much of
them is unpalatable. We’d better look ahead. Hangzhou is one of the historically renowned cities of the country specially preserved by the state; the
West Lake of to—day and to—morrow must be built up even more beautiful than ever. Over the brief span of five years from 1978 to 1984, our country
has undergone epoch—making changes. Our production has been increasingly developed, people’s living conditions have been greatly improved too. We
can’ t creat spiritual civilization in a land where disorder, sordidness and poverty prevail. Under present circumstances, it is up to us to undertake
the task of rejuvenating the West Lake and dress her up even more beautiful than ever before.

The West Lake is worthy of the name. She differs from Suzhou or Guilin in charm. The West Lake has a unique beauty of her own. It would



be an eyesore to build skyscrapers in the lake area, but it would be equally undesirable to turn the meandering Nine Creeks and Eighteen Brooks into
an asphalt road. In 1981 I caught sight of a coppice of lush metasequoia by the lake. It is a good thing to expand the afforested area by growing trees
of this sort, which, like living fossils, are now on the verge of extinction in the world. But, to my mind,we have to take into consideration the local
conditions for planting trees. Wouldn’ t it be much better to grow more camphor trees and Chinese photinia instead? In Yanzhou there are several
ginkgo trees of one thousand years old. In Penglai of Shandong there is also a well-preseved senile “Chinese Juniper of the Tang Dynasty” . This
reminds me of some age-old trees on the Town God’s Hill. It is our unskirkable duty to protect them, but we have to ask advice of the experts in
this respect. It won’t do to entrust them to the care of some laymen, who would show good care for them by applying chemical fertilizers to them.
Consequently, all these venerable trees would die off all at once. More than once I've heard of such a deplorable story. Peach, lotus, sweet osmanthus
and plum add attractions to the West Lake year—-round; they should be planted more to bring out her unique beauty to the full. Once in my childhood
I visited the solitary Hill, where I found only a few plum trees left. Poet Wang Qi of the song Dyasty wrote:

Since her misalliance with Lin Hejing,

Plum blossom has become a thing

That poets keep on singing

As if they would have no ending.

I think it is not bad to have the poets keep harping on like that. Last year plum blossom was honoured with the title of “National Flower”by the
many. But it is a pity that plum blossoms on the Solitary Hill look rather dull for lack of variety. In fact, not only there is a great variety of plum
blossoms, but also a distinction between early plum blossoms and late plum blossoms. Early blossoms are usually in full bloom before the Winter Solstice
(22nd solar term), whereas late blossoms last long around the Festival of Pure Brightness(5th solar term). If varieties of early plum and late plum(such
as snow-white plum, crimson plum, green plum, single—petal plum,and double—petal plum) take root all over the hillsides, wouldn’ t it be nice for
us to enjoy plum. blossoms on the Solitary Hill over a period of three months every year? This is only one instance. Is it also desirable to hare more
maples other than osmanthus in Autumn? I remember some maples in the Inner Lake area in the past. Besides maples and Chinese sweet gum, Chinese
tallow tree, a special product of Zhejiang, is not altogether unpleasant to the eye. Maodun has written a novel entitled“Frost—bitten leaves are redder
than flowers in February”Let tourists enjoy azalea red all over the hillsides in Spring, let visitors drink in the fragrance of sweet osmanthus and feast
their eyes on the red leaves in Autumn. Wouldn’ t all this make the pleasure visit all the more colourful and poetical?

In addition to ‘colour’ and ‘fragrance’ , there is another word ‘sound’ worth attending to. I'm not sure whether we can still listen to the
singing of orioles in“Orioles Singing in the Willows”. In April this year I had a short stay in Suzhou, a cuckoo$ song greeted my ears unexpectedly.
I was then struck with a feeling like running into an old friend in a distant land. It is said crow’s cry can still be heard in Hansan Themple of Suzhou,
but for the past few years due to overmuch spread of fertilizer and pesticide, one can hardly catch cuckoo’s song in Beijing, to say nothing of the
sparrow’s . This year we had a “Week for Protecting Birds”. 1 believe that in order to keep the beauty of the West lake forever pleasing both to
the eye and the mind, it is also imperative for us to protect the birds.

We have a lot to do for rejuvenating the West Lake whose beauty has been lamentably blighted for the past one hundred years. Moreover, we
must have a scientific overall plan and rely upon the concerted efforts of landscape architects, landscape gardeners, botanists and zoologists. It’s far
from enough to work only with good intention and enthusiasm. To build up the West Lake more beautiful and colourful than ever, we must make
the best use of time, pool the wisdom and effort of every one, heed the opinions of the experts and, above all, work out a realistic and feasible
programime.

Midsummer,1984
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PREFACE

Guan Xi

This picture album is a book of great historic value.

This book is unique in providing a number of photos and paintings of the West Lake of old to meet the differing needs of those who are engaged
in the study of history, historical relics, gardening and architecture and those who work in the field of literature and art. Surely it may also have
a strong appeal to tourists who wish to have some knowledge of the historic scene of the West lake.

people usually regard history as a record of the development of a series of events in the past. In fact, history itself is a most vital and rich textbook
of human life. It recounts the progress of human civilization in its different stages of uninterrupted development from scratch to a higher plane.
Therefore, our aim of studying history is to acquaint ourselves with the past so that we’ 1l be able to create a Promised Land in the future. True,
some people often find refuge from the reality in the haven of history. But, this is, after all, a very rare case in modern life.

Needless to say, in compiling this picture album the compiler does not intend to lead people to keep away from the reality and indulge themselves
in musing over things remote. On the contrary, it is his aim to help people prize endearingly the present and try their best to build up the West Lake
more beautiful than ever on the remains left over by our predecessors whose wisdom and labour have created numerous wonders around the lake.

The West Lake was famous for her charm and prosperity in the days when “the misty willows and painted bridges, window screens and emerald
green curtains were to be seen here and there; and one hundred thousand households dotted unevenly the lake area.” The West Lake had also seen
her days of decline and desolation, when“five temples were left vacant; mountain bell$ chimes could no longer be heard; carriage tracks were deserted,
overgrown with weeds.” It is a pity that the invention of photography comes too late. There were no photographic records of the bygone glory of
the West Lake during the Tang Dynasty, the Southern Song Dynasty and the early half of the Qing Dynasty. But we can still see in our mind$ eye
the scenic beauty of the West Lake in the poems and other writings of our predecessors. Besides, quite a few traditional paintings have fortunately
been preserved and now produced in this volume, thereby greatly helping us study and appreciate these artistic images by the traditional painters at
our convenience. At the time when photography had been introduced into China, the West Lake,sharing the same destiny with our nation which began
to be reduced to the status of a semi—feudal and semi—colonial country, was on the decline. The photos in this album are reminders of the views of
the West Lake during this very period.

Look at the West Lake of yesterday in contrast with the West Lake of today, and youll feel like reviewing an old dream of the lake. This picture
album may inevitably call up your memories of bygone days and arouse your curiosity to trace the footprints of the past. The pleasures of retrospection
may also kindle your enthusiasm for making further advances and creations.

History is forging ahead like the endless flow of the Qiantang River. It consists in a series of events which cannot be considered apart from their
historical context. The age of “Ox—cart Ferried Across the Qiantang River”and“Boat Trackers Trudging along the Qiantang River”is gone forever.
However, as we are advancing with big strides along the road of socialist modernizations, how can we forget the footsteps of our forefathers who had
to trudge through countless difficulties and hardships in the making of history? )

1 admire the compiler for his great originality in carefully reproducing these two historic pictures on the last two pages of this Album.

Late Autumn,1984
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TOMB OF SU XIAOXIAO

THE MAIN HALL OF FENGLIN TEMPLE

PAGODA FOR ZEN MASTER TANG NIAO CAO DAO LIN (FENGLIN TEMPLE)
LOTUS IN THE BREEZE AT CROOKED COURTYARD
ZHUSU GARDEN

TEMPLE OF YUE FEI

STATUE OF YUE FEI

CYPRESSES IN FRONT OF TOMB OF YUE FEI

TOMB OF YUE FEI

PURPLE CLOUD CAVE

JADE SPRING

“FISHES’ PARADISE”

NINE-LI PINE FOREST BELT

TWIN PEAKS PIERCING INTO THE CLOUDS

TWIN PEAKS PIERCING INTO THE CLOUDS

SOUL RETREAT TEMPLE (LINGYIN TEMPLE)

SOUL RETREAT TEMPLE (LINGYIN TEMPLE)
OCTAGONAL NINE-STOREYED STONE PAGODA IN FRONT OF THE MAIN
HALL OF LINGYIN TEMPLE

SUTRA PILLAR (RIGHT) IN FRONT OF LINGYIN TEMPLE
SUTRA PILLAR (LEFT) IN FRONT OF LINGYIN TEMPLE
SUTRA PILLAR (LEFT) IN FRONT OF LINGYIN TEMPLE(DETAIL)



THE MAIN HALL OF LINGYIN TEMPLE
ARHAT HALL
COOL SPRING PAVILION
PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR - HELEI PAVILION
A CORNER OF STONE STATUES OF THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR
AMITA SAINTS NICHE AT GREEN FOREST CAVE OF THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR
A RELIEF OF ZHU SHIXING ON A PILGRIMAGE FOR BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES ON THE
PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE SONG DYNASTY
IMAGE OF BUDDHA AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE YUAN DYNASTY
IMAGE OF BUDDHA AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE YUAN DYNASTY
STATUE OF MAITREYA BUDDHA AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE
SOUTHERN SONG DYNASTY
STATUE OF BODHISATTVA OF VAJRAPANI AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE
YUAN DYNASTY (1292)
IMAGE OF AMOGHAPASA-AVALOKITESVARA AT THE PEAK FLYING
FROM AFAR(TOTAL), THE YUAN DYNASTY
IMAGE OF AVALOKITESVARA AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE YUAN
DYNASTY(1288)
THREE SAINTS OF THE AVATAMASAKA SCHOOL AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR ,
THE YUAN DYNASTY
THREE SAINTS OF THE WEST AT THE PEAK FLYING FROM AFAR, THE YUAN
DYNASTY(1283-1292)
LIGONG PAGODA
TAOGUANG
PAVILION LOOKING FAR INTO THE SEA
UPPER-TIANZHU TEMPLE
HALL OF HEAVENLY KINGS AT UPPER-TIANZHU TEMPLE
MID-TIANZHU TEMPLE
BUDDHIST TEMPLE BELL AT MID-TIANZHU TEMPLE
SUTRA PILLAR AT UPPER-TIANZHU TEMPLE
LOWER-TIANZHU TEMPLE
DHARANI PILLAR AT LOWER-TIANZHU TEMPLE
ABODE BETWEEN WATER AND BAMBOO
SONG 'S VILLA
SONG’S VILLA
LI’S VILLA
TOMB OF YU QIAN
TOMB OF YU QIAN
FAXIANG MONASTERY
STONE HOUSE CAVE
A SMALL NICHE ON THE LEFT OF STONE HOUSE CAVE
SAKYAMUNI BUDDHA (STONE HOUSE CAVE)
ARHAT (OF THE 516 AT STONE HOUSE CAVE)
ARHAT (OF THE 516 AT STONE HOUSE CAVE)
THREE BUDDHAS IN STONE HOUSE CAVE
YANXIA CAVE (MIST AND CLOUD CAVE)
OCTAGONAL STONE PAGODA (ROSY CLOUD CAVE)
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GROTTOES IN YANXIA CAVE

BODHISATTVA OF GREAT POWER-COMING (ROSY CLOUD CAVE)
BODHISATTVA OF AVALOKITESVARA (ROSY CLOUD CAVE)
ARHAT (OF THE 18 AT ROSY CLOUD CAVE)

ARHAT (OF THE 18 AT ROSY CLOUD CAVE)

KASYAPA (ROSY CLOUD CAVE)

ANANDA (ROSY CLOUD CAVE)

ARHAT AND ASSISTANT OF ROSY CLOUD CAVE
ASSISTANT (ROSY CLOUD CAVE)

LI’AN TEMPLE

DRAGON WELL

DRAGON WELL PAVILION

BRAHMA TEMPLE (PHOENIX HILL)

GRAVE STONE OF WENMU,KING OF WUYUE

WU HILL
THEATRE STAGE AT TEMPLE OF TOWN GOD (WU HILL)
EVENING CHIMES AT NANPING

NANPING HILL

POND OF MYRIAD MANPOWER (JINGCI TEMPLE)

JINGCI TEMPLE

“CHINA’S LOYAL MOUNTAIN”ARCHWAY

ZONGJING HALL (JINGCI TEMPLE)
LONGEVITY PAGODA FOR ZEN MASTER ZHI JUE OF THE SONG DYNASTY
(ZONGJING HALL)

THUNDER PEAK PAGODA AT SUNSET

WHITE CLOUD NUNNERY

TOMB OF ZHANG CANGSHUI

GARDEN OF UNIQUE BEAUTY

TOMB OF XU XILIN

TOMB OF XU XILIN

TEMPLE OF CONFUCIUS IN HANGZHOU (GATE)

TOMB OF SU MANSHU

TOMB OF FENG XIAOQING

TWO STONE TIGERS IN TIGER SPING

WHITE PAGODA

PAGODA OF SIX HARMONIES

NINE-CREEK PAVILION-NINE-CREEK BRIDGE

WINDING LANE THROUGH BAMBOO FOREST

YUNQI TEMPLE

PAGODA FOR LIANCHI MASTER OF THE MING DYNASTY(YUNQI TEMPLE)
TAISUJIN’AN PAGODA AT XIAOYI NUNNERY

PAVILION OF IMPERIAL TABLET AT YUNQI

AUTUMN SNOW NUNNERY AT WEST STREAM

JIAOLU NUNNERY AT WEST STREAM

THE WEST STREAM

OX-CART FERRIED ACROSS THE QIANTANG RIVER

BOAT TRACKERS TRUDGING ALONG THE QIANTANG RIVER



