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PREFACE TO BOOK “HAVE A DATE WITH JAMAICA™ BY
CHINESE AUTHOR/PHOTOGRAPHER, Mr. Yu Xi

Mr. Yu’s beautiful photographs speak very clearly about Jamaica, our people, our
culture, the natural beauty of our land, our flora and fauna. Even though I cannot comment
on the prose with which he describes them, the artistry of his photographs assures me that
during his brief stay in our country, he not only enjoyed himself, but grew to love Jamaica.
This is why he urges all his compatriots to “Have a date with Jamaica!” [ am pleased to
endorse his invitation.

[ hope that many of our dear friends from the People’s Republic of China will indeed
visit us to share the experiences which Mr. Yu portrayed so well in his book. I also hope
that you will come and enjoy the long standing friendship between our two countries and
peoples and see how that friendship has impacted on our development.

Congratulaticns, Mr. Yu, on giving a lovely, authentic glimpse of my homeland to so

many of our Chinese friends who have not yet had the opportunity to experience Jamaica.

His Excellency the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen

Governor-General of Jamaica
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Preface

Jamaica is the pearl of Caribbean Sea. Although the land area of Jamaica is only 11
thousand square kilometers and the population is 2.7 million, her blue mountain coffee,
beautiful beach, fastest man in the world and reggae music have already been famous for
long time.

Mr. Yu Xi’s book has fully shown every corner of Jamaica, and the hard working,
honest, optimistic, straightforward and life loving Jamaican people. I almost read the whole
book at a heat. Its refining words, simple language, moving story and beautiful pictures
deeply attract me. It is not only because of the absorbing description in the book but also
the real reflection of the natural beauties of Jamaica and its simple and honest people. |
do believe that you will get better understanding of Jamaica after reading the book. I also

welcome you to visit Jamaica in person if you have chance.

Zheng Qingdian
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of China to Jamaica

28" December 2012
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Preface

I have been thinking whether I should write this piece until I received the draft book. It seemed
I must do it because my tenure of office in Jamaica was long enough and the author of this book came
to “Have a date with Jamaica” during my stay in Jamaica.

What somehow surprised me is his ability to collect information and his special perspective
in his observations and explanations. Perhaps it is due to the cultural elements he acquired from his
love for Chinese painting, calligraphy and photography, and the enthusiasm, sharpness, curiosity,
communication skills and thoughtfulness accumulated from his long profession as a journalist that this
book turns out to be quite special in many ways.

This is a book about Jamaica. What is good of the book is that, within a little over 200 pages,
readers can find various aspects of a country's life in many vivid and visualized stories and enjoy the
refined language. It is fair to say that what makes the book so special is mainly Jamaica's uniqueness
which, however, would not be fully understood without proper presentation. It is in this sense that
the book is about the real colourful life wrapped up in equally beautiful sheets of paper waiting to be
revealed little by little.

Cultural exchange is becoming ever growing important part of our foreign relations. The 30
some years of reforms and opening-up have brought about phenomenal changes to China, which
sent out shocking waves to the world all of a sudden. It is plain to see that China needs to understand
the world and the world also needs to understand China. Naturally, the success of 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games served as the biggest stage for cultural exchange activities between China and the
world. Further more, the following waves of China-world cultural exchange surged even higher. The
outstanding performances staged by Blitz Bolt and his teammates from Jamaica in those few seconds
at the Bird’s Nest attracted the eyes of tens of millions of Chinese viewers. Questions like “Where
is Jamaica”, “How come they are so fast”, “Is it in their genes or do they have secret ingredients”
followed. Against this background, it is therefore not accidental that Mr. Yu Xi chose to come around
half a globe to “Have a date with Jamaica”

Mr. Yu Xi sets up a good example in cultural exchange activities with Jamaica as a private
individual from China. His tour pays back well because he is brave, sometimes even adventurous,
in discovering new things and persistent in his style to dig deeper into the social life. [ sincerely
congratulate him on this new book and believe he will not stop entertaining Chinese readers with
more and colourful pieces in the future, and further contribute to the cultural exchanges between
China and the World.

Chen Jinghua
Former Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of China to Jamaica
2" March 2013
Beijing
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Preface

It gives me great pleasure to introduce this work of cultural significance by Mr. Yu Xi,
a renowned Chinese artist and photographer and an exemplary citizen of the world.

In the following pages, Mr. Yu successfully reflects the vibrancy of the Jamaican
people by producing compelling images of ordinary Jamaicans as they go about the
business of their daily lives.

By representing our people in their natural setting, Mr. Yu manages to capture the
authentic essence of the spirit of Jamaica — whose people live within the moment, embrace
life fully revel in the sensory stimulation provided by their beautiful environment, and
welcome visitors from all corners of our world; with a broad smile and warm heart.

I congratulate Mr. Yu on this wonderful collection of photographs, which will serve
as a fitting symbol of the traditional friendly relations between the peoples of Jamaica and

China.

His Excellency E. Courtenay Rattray
Ambassador of Jamaica to the

People’s Republic of China
26" April 2011
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