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PREFACE

With great satisfection I respond to the kind request of Professor
P. C. Hsii that I write a foreword to the Chinese translation of my
An Introduction to Philosophy.

Philosophy is the impartial search for truth; as such it is
necessarily universal. But it is the search for truth by human
beings; and as such it is necessarily local. Truth is universal, but
human beings are local. Philosophy, therefore, has the function of
helping each country to be its best, —to think clearly and to act
wisely, — while at the same time it helps all countries to see the
common truths and the common needs of all humanity.

At the present stage of history there is much sad division and
misunderstanding in the world. Where shall we find a bond of union ?
How can the ills of humanity be healed? The study of the natural
sciences can do much. It leads to objective truth, which is ex-
perimentally verified. There is no room for prejudice or passion ina
scientific laboratory. But those who hold that the strength and
union of each nation and of the world are to be found in science
alone err, I believe, by overlooking one impoertant point. They forget
that science gives us information about facts and causes, but gives us
no information about values and ideals. The person who has per-
fectly mastered all of the natural sciences has gained from his study
no light whatever on the problem of what he ought to live for, what
he ought to do, what is worth doing. Science investigates facts.
Philosophy investigates values and their relations to facts. Enemies
may use the same true science to destroy each other; but if they
used the same true philosophy they would become friends.

True philosophy, I have said. It is hard indeed to know what
the true philosophy is, when wise men differ. The great philosophers
of China differ in their views about life, as do the great philosophers
of Europe and America. But the chief thing in philosophy is not
that we shall all agree in our opinions, The chief thing is that we
shall all love truth, face all problems honestly, and see life as a
whole. The philosopher is one who wishes to find truth both from
the past and from the present for the good of the future. He is one
who honors his own country and secks honorable friendship with all
countries. He is one who prizes all human experience. He cultivates
the sciences; he cherishes benevolence and morality; he seeks beauty
in art and holiness in religion. And he aims to see all of these great
experiences of man in their relations to each other. He is not a -true
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philosopher who cherishes science but despises art; or who cherishes
religion but despises science; or who cherishes art but despises
morality; or who cherishes morality but despises relicion. The
philosopher is not satisfied with fragments here and there; he seeks to
build a unity out of our confused llvcs.

Since philosophy seeks for a coherent unity in life, it is the most
concrete activity of the human mind. Strangely enough it has often
been condemned as abstract. It is true that all thinking involves
abstraction, because it must begin by selecting special aspects out of
the fullness of living experience. Science is content with abstraction.
The physicist, for example, selects the physical aspects of experience
and omits all others, such as the biological and the aesthetic. But
the philosopher wishes to grasp the concrete whole. He starts from
the concrete whole of given experience, and seeks to analyze it com-
pletely in order to arrive at a concrete whole of meaning. It is an
unhappy fact that the things deemed concrete by those who indulge
their senses are really the worst of abstractions. Sense pleasure
taken apart from reason and ideals is a more false and dangerous
abstraction than any theory, for it abstracts experience from intelli-
gence. It is unphilosophical to cultivate intelligence apart from
experience; but how much more unphilosophical it is to cultivate
experience apart from intelligence! Philosophy calls us to under-
stand and control the concrete whole of iife in the light of a concrete
vision of its meaning.

Philosophy is not magic. It cannot make a heaven on earth.
It cannot do the work of life for us. But it can show us where to
work and how to understand our work. Let no one read this book
who does not wish to work, for philosophy and life are both never-
ending work. But what is sadder than hard work by persons who do
not understand what they are doing? And what is happier than
hard work by those who understand its worth ? It is my hope that
this book may help its readers to work with understanding at the
great tasks which they face.

My hearty and sincere thanks are due to Professor P. . Hsiiand
his collaborators for their faithful work of love in translating this
book into the Chinese language, and to my American publisher,
Henry Holt and C'ompany, for courteouqu granting permission for
this translation.

EpcAR SHEFFIELD BRIGHTMAN
Newton Ceunter, Massachusetis, U. S. A.
Awgust 13, 1927
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