FHm BEFAE KER






BHBERSE (CIP) ¥iE

ERIGEEENA/EFFE, KEWES. - B

: ZRRFEHRE, 2012
ISBN 978 -7 - 5482 -1020 -7

I.O2 1.0 Q- II. O#HE—EE
w3 V. QH314

T E A B 456E CIP BUEBF (2012) %5 111514 5

ERREIEEIENR
EFE KER %

RRIRmE: MR

REHRE: HRa

HEig: THE

H&ZIT: ZRRF AR

B R ZMEXRERERAF

FF ZA: 850mm x 1168mm 1/32

I %:6.25

=z #. 160 T

M %&: 201248 HE 1R

B R: 2012 4E 8 A% 1 REPRI

H B ISBN978-7-5482-1020 -7

E  #: 21007

W it ZHEIATEHL2 5 (9% 650091)
¥, 5. 0871 -5031071 5033244
P 3k: http: //www. ynup. com

E - mail: market@ ynup. com



Hi &

(1) It’s quite clear where you are mistaken.

(2) The point is not where you aren’t clear enough, but where
you are mistaken.

(3) But I don’t know where I am mistaken.

(4) I haven't solved the question where I am mistaken.

(5) That’s where you are mistaken.

(6) It is in the factory where they talked about that the child
was killed.

(7) It is in the factory where, they thought, the child was killed.
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A Panoramic Study of the English Attributive Clause
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Chapter One Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study of the Attributive Clause

The attributive clause is the most important one of the Top
Three Clauses, the other two of which are the adverbial clause and
the nominal clause that contains the clauses of the subject, the ob-
ject, the predicative and the appositive. The attributive clause, as
Marianne and Diane said, is a complicated adjectivalized postposi-
tive nominal modifier that is applied to the written and spoken Eng-
lish language (Celce: 424) . It infiltrates into the other two clau-
ses to engender the nominal attributive clause and the adverbial at-
tributive clause, which makes the attributive clause the most abun-
dant, the most flexible and the most intricate, and which incarnates
the philosophy of the unity of opposites.

However, the attributive clause is not enough to be highlighted

in reality and the study of it lags behind compared with that of the
e
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other two clauses, which persuades us into thinking that it is worth-
while to explore the attributive clause more detailedly and more com-
prehensively.

Rummaged through all the grammar books, only Wang Shao-
fang et al gave a definition of the attributive clause in the book An
English Grammar for Middle Schools (Wang S. F. 1995. 406) but
no other books available at home supply a definition for the attribu-
tive clause. It is obvious that the definition is quite far from satisfac-
tory nowadays. The Grammar Posers’ Study (1995) by Zhang Xin-
you has paid much great attention to the pronominal antecedents and
the multiple attributive clause, but the descriptions are just parts of
this knowledge. The Universal Coursebook (2005) by general editor
in chief Liu Guoshan has discussed the independent relative words
and their introduced nominal attributive clauses. Regrettably, their
discussions are largely restricted to listing the functions of the inde-
pendent relative words performing in the nominal attributive clauses
without drawing a clear distinction between the nominal attributive
clause and the nominal clause. In A New English Grammar ( Zhang
K. L. 2003), Zhang, in the angle of viewpoint of modern English
grammar, deals with many respects of the nominal attributive

clause.  The pity is that the analyses are to a large extent scattered
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Chapter One Introduction

and loose.

The conventional explanations of the attributive clause are
chiefly confined to the two points: one is to refer to the types of the
attributive clause and the other is to list the relative words introdu-
cing the attributive clause. As for the rest perplexed, entangled and
aporia questions, such the independent relative words, the nominal
attributive clause, etc. , as are too entangled to answer, many books
simply touch upon them, which is not good for Chinese students to
learn and master the English attributive clause. The present situa-
tion suggests that it is necessary and urgent for us to wage a coherent
and complete study of the attributive clause.

Owing to the role it plays in spoken and written English, the at-
tributive clause is significant to be studied both in theory and in
practice. The attributive clause penetrates into almost every aspects
of the English grammar, covering the morphology of nouns, adjec-
tives, adverbs, verbs, prepositions, pronouns and numerals and the
syntax of compound sentences and complex sentences. The discus-
sion of the attributive clause will hence work as a bridge between the
analysis of the sentence elements and the complex sentences. The
study of the attributive clause may help to provide new insights into

the other English grammatical phenomena that are assumed to con-
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tribute to the theoretical improvements in the English grammar as a
whole.

In practice, the research into the attributive clause is expected
to help English teachers save worry and time to consult many books
to cope with the aporias of this respect. As is pointed out by Mari-
anne Celce-Murcia et al in The Grammar Book (Celce; 424), an
ESL/SFL teacher should qualify himself for rich knowledge of the at-
tributive clause. Meanwhile, it is expected to provoke the attention
of learners of the English language, thus enhancing the efficiency of
their spoken and written English.

1.2 Purpose of the Study

This study is to give a comprehensive definition of the attribu-
tive clause, propose the concept of the Top Three Essential factors of
the attributive clause, expound the special/uncommon antecedents,
place the relative words into four classes and elaborate on their usa-
ges, discuss the manifestations of the attributive clause and non-at-
tributive forms, expatiate upon the transformations between the at-
tributive clause and the other linguistic phenomena. The purpose is
to gather up the sporadic and scattered knowledge of the English at-
tributive clause and systematize it, which will greatly enrich the ex-

pertise of the attributive clause knowledge treasure.
4.
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1.3 Scope of the Study

This paper is intended to perform a panoramic study of the at-
tributive clause which includes the attributive clause’s concepts, ele-
ments, manifestations and transformative relationships with other lin-
guistic phenomena, and so on. Therefore, two methods are taken to
reach the goal: One is to hunt for the knowledge of the English at-
tributive clause as much as I can which is ignored by the authorita-
tive grammar books but which is frequently seen and which requires
explaining with grammatical rules in the reality of everyday English
learning and teaching. The other is to gather up the knowledge of the
English attributive clause that is sporadic and scattered in the pre-
sent books available abroad and at home to form a book to save worry
about consulting many books to solve some poser problems appearing
in the attributive clause for learning and teaching English. Therefore
the following research questions are to be put forward ;

(1) What is a comprehensive definition of the attributive
clause?

(2) What are the special/uncommon antecedents?

(3) What are entangled relative words?

(4) How does the attributive clause manifest its forms?

(5) What are the transformative relationships between attribu-

.5
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tive clauses and other linguistic phenomena?

1.4 Summary

The attributive clause has less materials at home and abroad
compared with the other clauses and few people would like to do re-
search in this field because it rumours that it should be put in much
hard work, but gets very little result. Meanwhile, there are some
paradox and contradictive terms in some books, which makes the
English learning and teaching difficult to solve some problems of the
attributive clause in the reality to reach a higher level. Owing to
this, the paper tries to do some researches into the attributive clause
to solve the problems of some contradictory terms and enrich the

theoretical system of the English attributive clause.



