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Message from Mr Koichiro Matsuura,
Director-General of UNESCO
for the exhibition of the Chinese photographer Zhou Jiansheng
entitled “World Cultural and Natural Heritage”

Here is the exhibition entitied “World Cultural and Natural Heritage” by the Chinese
photographer Zhou Jiansheng.

Each photograph traces past lives and each property photographed reminds us of
the splendour it once enjoyed. All these -pieces vividly reflect the depth and
endurance of world civilizations, transcending the barriers of language, time and

space.

Ever since the first Olympics in Ancient Greece, the games have promoted respect
for life and nature. This has found fruition in the concept of “Green Olympics, High-
tech Olympics and People's Olympics” of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

The exhibition is expected to provide an opportunity for viewers to be pilgrims of._
ancient civilizations, to enhance cultural exchange, and thus to help relay the flame

of human history.
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Message
This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the UNESCO's World Heritage Convention. The convention, integrating protection of both cultural and natural resources, is designed to advocate world peace and mutual
understanding among people in different parts of the world and is therefore of particular significance.

It was also in 1972 that Mr; Jiansheng Zhou sold his watch for a Seagull 4C. camera and started his career as a photographer. Mr. Zhou joined the China Photographers Association in 1980. Over nearly two decades, Mr.
Zhou has been recording the glory of world heritage sites with his superb skills. As his works are attracting increasing attention, we can taste in them not only the world heritage’s beauty but also M. Zhou’s perseverance
and dedication as shown in his own expenses to visit 116 countries and regions on five continents.

I sincerely hope that Mr. Zhou, with his initiative and photographs, can help us better understand the principles of the World Heritage Convention and stimulate us into action.

And I'wish the publication of the album, (40th anniversary of the World Heritage), a great success.

The Vice Chairman of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS )
Zhan Guo
November 20, 2012
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