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Preface Yan Gongda

Qiuyushan Hall of Fame lies in Pukou District of Nanjing,which
was founded in 1991.From then on four great calligraphers Lin Sanzhi,Hu
Xiaoshi,Gao Ershi and Xiao Xian have occupied their own space in the
Hall.The four calligraphers are also known as Four Masters in Jinling.
The foundation of their memorial halls made positive contributions for
the popularization and improvement of Jiangsu’s painting and calligraphy
art, for the collection and displaying of excellent works created by Four
Masters in Jinling, and also for the foundation of local calligraphy cultural
brand.

Four Masters in Jinling were typical characters in Jiangsu
Calligraphy Circles of 20th Century.They had broad cultural influence at
home and abroad.In addition they played a leading role in the inheritance
and development of traditional art, the training of Jiangsu’s contemporary
calligraphers and painters.They also contributed a lot to Jiangsu’s leading
position in the country.

In recent years Qiuyushan Hall of Fame had paid more attention
to various exhibition,deliberation and exchanges about painting and
calligraphy art.The Hall made full use of its celebrity effect and resource
advantage.All these activities were supported by the superiors and related
departments, especially by Chinese Calligraphers Association.In 2007
the Hall was named as Pukou Creation and Training Base of Chinese
Calligraphers Association.The Base organized some typical activities,
including national show tour of works by Four Masters in Jinling,Jinling
Tribune on Chinese calligraphy.etc.The Hall was also granted third class

national museum and it is the only state-level museum in all the districts
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of Nanjing.At that year a large-scale televised documentary 4 holy land
of calligraphy:Qiuyushan had finished 52 episodes and broadcast in
succession,which was a cooperation project of CCTV digital television and
Pukou District Government.The programme acquired great influence among
the cultural circles of the whole country.The success of these activities
enhanced the reputation of Qiuyushan Hall of Fame and built Nanjing’s
special cultural brand very well.

Culture and art will grow in the displaying and exchanges.It will
also develop in the inheritance and research.Now the book Appreciating
the excellent works of Four Masters in Jinling with all have met!It was
edited by Qiuyushan Hall of Fame with Pukou Creation and Training Base
of Chinese Calligraphers Association.It selected 40 pieces in different
periods from nearly 1000 works by Four Masters in Jinling which are the
Qiuyushan Hall’s collection.Each work is equipped with a commentary and
the whole book got together 40 articles written by 40 outstanding reviewers.
Through the book we can appreciate the calligraphy of the four masters
and comprehend the humanistic care in their works. The book is a cultural
excellent project reflecting the spirit of the time and humanism.This is also
an innovation of contemporary publication.

Culture is blood vessels of the Chinese nation and people’s spiritual
home. Culture has also become a symbol of a country’s soft power.
Currently Jiangsu’s cultural undertakings are passing through the stage
of leap-forward development.We should seize opportunities and seek for
cooperation widely to creat new brilliance of Jinling Culture.

Nov.12,2011
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