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Preface

Two thousands years ago, a famous poet named Qu Yuan depicted the sun out of the east
during the early momentum in his masterpiece Nine Songs — the Lord of the East as “ With dark
cloud — garment and rainbow bright, celestials raise long shaft to pierce the Dog Star”. When
the sun is going to rise out of the hibiscus, the clouds drift, glow, change shape and dance
with random, to form a unified entity. It is like cutting dark clouds and bright rainbow to make
clothes. They are regarded as celestial garments. Celestial garments are not made with human
needles and threads. Therefore, a saying goes in China, “Divine garments without seams”.

The embodiment of the hibiscus in real life is a kind of tall mulberry trees, its rich leaves
are used to raise silkworms called “Long Jing” , which undergo four magic changes in its life-
time. A newborn silkworm is as slim as a black ant, and becomes ten thousand times bigger
when grows up, then spits out silk and spins a cocoon at last. The silk thus has been used to
weave numerous incomparable and elaborate garments in ancient China. A famous tune and
dance “Nishang Yuyi Qu” was created to praise such garments, which was composed by Em-
peror Tang Minghuang of Tang Dynasty and written words by his concubine. Also in the writ-
ings of Bai Juyi, a famous poet in Tang Dynasty, those silk garments were described as celes-
tial clothing, so elaborate and refine that can only belong to the heavenly world. Nevertheless,
earthly creation of silk garments cannot live through the time in the course of history, -and they
have seams and finally decay.

In ancient Chinese myth, when the sky was broken, Goddess Nv Wa patched up the sky;
as for the ancient garments, we can only expect a perfect restoration by our professional techni-
cians.

The elder restoration technicians, represented by Mr. Wang Xu, have devoted themselves
to restore those silk garments which have survived the past. They have explored every possible
means for a better restoration treatment, and conservation and restoration practices have been
carried out in textile relic archaeology and collection organizations across China, and remarka-
ble results have been achieved. In recent years, the Textile Identification Center of China Silk
Museum held the first training course on textile identification and conservation, under the
strong support by State Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH) and careful guidance by

elder conservation experts. In the Sino — Italian Cooperation Training Program of Phase II,



which was jontly held by China Academy of Cultural Heritage (CACH) and Italian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Beijing in 2007, many young technicians received special training courses on
textile restoration. For a full display of all these conservation and restoration results achieved in
the decades, the SACH decided to hold the exhibition “Divine Garments With Seams — Exhibi-
tion of Chinese Textile Relics Restoration and Conservation Achievements” in China Silk Muse-
um in 2009. The CACH and China Silk Museum jointly organize the exhibition, along with an
academic exchange seminar. This collection of the theses is the collective representation of the
academic exchanges.

This collection embodies twenty three theses, among which the Xiu Zhen Ji (literally
means story of restoring pillows) is considered as the most precious. Xiu Zhen Ji is edited ac-
cording to records of Mr. Wang Xu when he restored ancient silk pillows before, at the time
during his work, he was in a tranquil mind, and restored pillows with delicate skills. After
careful consideration, if we want to mend the divine garments, the ancient silk garments from
our ancestors, we should learn from his mind and attitude and apply them into our restoration

work.

Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage
China National Silk Museum
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