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Yu Huang: The Ancient War
Ship of Wu Kingdom

Abstract: In 549 B. C Great water battle happened which was recorded in
Chinese history, and in 525 B. C Yu Huang, a war ship of Wu Kingdom,
appeared. The dimensions of another warship. i. e. Da YI in Wu Kingdom,
were detailed recorded in literature, and its model had been reformed by
referring to the pattern of the bronze vessel in the period of Warring States.
However, the dimension of Yu Huang is still remained unknown. This paper

deduces the dimension of Yu Huang with reference to the dimension of Da Yi.

The layout pattern of Yu Huang, compared with Da Yi, is of one more deck

with loft. And then the determination of cabin arrangement and oars position
can be achieved according to its function. In the end of this paper, the general
arrangement drawings as well as rendered sketch of reformed Yu Huang are
drawn. By reform study of the King warship Yu Huang, we can once again
experience the broadness and profoundness of Chinese ship culture.

Keywords: Yu Huang War Ship, Layout Pattern, Spring and Autumn and
Warring States Period
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