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Mount Emei a famous Buddhist mountain in China
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The world' s biggest stone statue of seated Maitreya
made in the Tang Dynasty — the Giant Leshan Buddha totals
71 meters. The head measures 10 meters in diameter, the
eyebrow 3.7 metere long, the eye 3.3 meters, the nose 5.6
meters, the mouth 3.3 meters and the ear 7 meters. The

foot is large enough for 100 people to stand on. It took 90
years (713 —803) to complete the project.
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Golden Summit of Mount Emei at dawn
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Shao Boyun, a man of letters in the Song Dy-
nasty said, “The most attractive scenery of China is
in Sichuan, and the most attractive scenery of
Sichuan is in Jiazhou”. Jiazhou is the ancient name
of present historical and cultural city Leshan. It is
located in the southwest of Sichuan Province, 160 km
south of Chengdu. The city occupies an area of 20000
square kilometers with a population of 6.5 million
and 17 districts, cities, counties and autonomous
counties under its jurisdiction. :

As early as 2700 years ago, Bi Ling. from
Jingzhou led his clansmen upstream along the
Yangtse and finally came to this fertile area where
the three rivers Qingyijiang, Daduhe and Minjiang
converge. They developed it into a rich land of fish
and rice, making it birthplace of king of the Shu
State. Since 579 when Jiazhou Prefecture was set up,
Leshan has been the political, economic and cultural
center of this region. In ancient times, there used to
grow crabapple of special fragrance, so it is also re-
puted as the “Kingdom of Fragrant Chinese Flowering
Crabapples.”

Green mountains surrounded by blue waters, his-
torical and cultural relics as well as temples and gar-
dens feature the scenery of Leshan. The moon rising
on Mt. Emei, clouds over the Qingyijiang, green
peaks dotted with red towers, red crags and green
cliffs are all attractive.

Poets liken it to pleasing lyrics. Painters com-
pare it to a scroll painting of mountains and waters
with a frame made of heaven and earth. And musi-
cians repute it a vivid symphony of harmonious na-
ture.

The most famous of Leshan is the Giant Statue of
Buddha, the biggest of its kind in the world. The 71
— meter — high stone sculpture of seated Buddha
Maitreya was sponsored by Monk Haitong of the
Tang Dynasty. It took 90 years to complete the pro-
ject. Facing the three rivers, it has withnessed vicis-
situdes of mankind. “The hill is a Buddha and the
Buddha is a hill.” The Giant Buddha, the green
Lingyun Hill and blue Minjiang add radiance to one
another. The Giant Buddha with Lingyun Hill in the
backdrop and the Minjiang running in front is the
symbol of Leshan.

When strolling here, Su Shi, a great writer of
the Song Dynasty couldn’t help chanting:“I’d rather
be an official of Jiazhou and often go sightseeing with
some wine on Lingyun than be a high official with a
huge fortune, or...”.

In 1981, Leshan— Mt. Emei Scenic Area was ap-
proved to be one of the 44 Reserves of Historic Inter-
est and Scenic Beauty in the country.

In this charming land there have born a lot of
men of letters. The writer of Jin Dynasty Li Mi, emi-
nent writers of the Song Dynasty Su Xun, Su Shi and
Su Che and the great writer in modern Chinese liter-
ary circles Guo Moruo are pride of the Leshan people.

Of the myriad scenic spots in Leshan, Mt. Emei
is fatuated with visitors from all over the world with
its grandeur and charm. As one of the Four Famous
Buddhist Mountains in China, it is just 34 km west of
Leshan city proper and 148 km south of Chengdu,
capital of Sichuan Province. The main peak Wanfod-
ing ( Ten — Thousand — Buddha Top) is 3099 meters
above sea level. The eminent Indian monk
Zhangzhan, who came to China in the 3rd century,
spoke highly of Mt. Emei, “Higher than the Five Fa-
mous Mountains ( Taishan in Shandong Province,
Hengshan in Hunan, Huashan in Shaanxi, Hengshan
in Shanxi and Songshan in Henan) with the most
beautiful scenery, it is the best mountain under heav-
en.” The beautiful Mt. Emei, secluded Mt.
Qingcheng, magnificent Jianmen Pass, precipitous
Kuimen Gorge and colourful Jiuzhaigou Valley are
five big scenic areas in Sichuan, where you’ Il find
crystal — clear springs in dense forest, deep valleys
and karst caves, steep peaks and green mountains,



flying waterfalls or floating clouds, morning drizzle
or evening glow. On Jinding ( Golden Summit),

you’ll feel it hard to tear yourself away from the four

wonders: the sunrise, sea of clouds, Buddha’s halo
and divine lights.

On this world — famous mountain, there are re-
mains of Gefengtai where Jie Yu of Chu state (5th
century B. C.) lived in seclusion, Cinnabar Cave
where “King of Medicine” Sun Simiao used to make
pills of immortality, Mingyuesi ( Bright — Moon Tem-
ple) where Li Bai, a Tang Dynasty poet, often lis-
tened to Guang Jun, a monk of Shu state, play lute.
The ten renowned scenes of Mt. Emei, namely the
Light of Propitous Omen on Jinding ( the Golden
Summit), Verdant Vegetation at Lingyan (the Holy
Crag), Evening Chimes at the Shenji ( Saint — gath-
ering) Temple, Bobbling — note Under the Twin
Bridges, Morning Drizzle at Hongchunping, Heaven-
ly Abode of the Nine Immortals, Vesper Moon at the
Elephant Washing Pool, Limpid Water and Autumn
Breeze at Wanniansi ( Temple), Snow — scape at
Daping Temple, Sunny Clouds at Luofeng are at-
tracting more and more visitors.

In 1991 the Giant Buddha of Leshan and Mt. E-
mei were put on the list of 40 best places of interest
for tourism in China. Friends, come and enjoy your-
selves amid the beautiful mountains and waters of Le-
shan.
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