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Chancellor, it is my pleasure to speak for all who are receiving
degrees, and thank you for conferring a notable honour upon us. The
conferment of degrees by a University such as the University of Macau,
is a declaration that we are valued, and valued by those we respect.
That is indeed a great thing, and we thank you for it.

We honorands have lived much of our lives in universities, and,
as we say in economics, that reveals a preference. The pursuit of
knowledge proved so appealing that, once we had started, we could not
give it up. Of course we have pursued knowledge in particular fields.
In these days not even academics seek to know everything that is worth
knowing, and to understand what anyone understands. But I must
admit that these are tempting ambitions. Finding out more, about many
topics, is one of the great pleasures in life.

The trouble is that so much has by now been discovered, or
created, and so many interesting thoughts and arguments have been
recorded, that it seems quite hopeless to know even a small fraction
of what can be known. As a consequence, many of us have given
priority to learning how to find things out, rather than just reading and
remembering. In mathematics, we are interested, surely, in methods
for solving problems, not simply in knowing the answers. The internet
and search engines, the modern encyclopaedias, are typical: with these
methods of discovery available, I suppose the need to memorize and
remember has diminished.

Long ago, one of my friends, who like me had a rather poor
memory, in the sense that we found memorizing hard, suggested
that we were moderately good at mathematics because it provided a
substitute for memory. Instead of remembering things, we could often

work them out. As so often in life, a weakness generated a strength.



